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Sir Jan KN 1 C. HS 
SPEECH in the 
Houſe of Commons 1694, 
againſt the BILI. for 
 Naturalizing F ori gners. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


15 WOE » Have Wee of a Ship in 
a violent Storm, in danger 

* 1 of periſhing every mo- 
5 1 ment; [it was not ſuch a 


8 ſham Storm as we were 
AY BD lately entertained with in 
the Ga which deceives the People, 
that many Ships going for France, laden 
with Corn, were caſt away, tho thoſe 

2 | 8 | Ships, 


/ 


[ 5 ] 
| Ships, and many more are ſince ſafely ar- 
rived in France; but it was ſuch a real 

Storm, as on the 25 of the laſt Month 
deſtroyed on the Coaſt of Coruꝛpall up- 
wards of 70 Sail of our Eng/tfh Ships, moſt 
of which were laden with Corn, and ſe- 
| veral ſorts of Proviſions, for the uſe of our 
| Dutch Allies, to enable them to live 
i cheap, by making the ſame dear at Home; 
perhaps ſome was for the Support of our 
| half-ſtarvd and unpaid Engliſh Soldiers 
now in Wanders; when perithed likewiſe 

more than 7o0o Sailors, who have left a 

great many Widows, Children, and poor 

Relations, to curſe our Conduct at Sea, 

the cauſe of this Calamity : In fuch a 

Dreadful Storm it was | that the foreſaid 

Ship was in] when the good Commander 

ſeeing the Danger, and, apprehending 

Death, deftred his Crew to affiſt with 

Reſolution, and preſerve themſelves and 
the Ship, which the Sailors refuſing to do, 
he retired to his Cabbin, humbled him- 
ſelf in Prayer, and implored- the Powers, 
that alone can ſave in time of Need ; 
that tho the Ship and the Company might 

be juſtly ſwallowed up, for the Diſo- 
bedience of the Sailors, yet that he, and 
his. Cabbin might ſuffer no Damage. 

Fir, I cannot, as that good Comman- 

der did, be ſo vain as to hope, that either 

my felt, or the Place for which I ſerve, 
can 


3 
can be preſerved from the general Inunda- 
tion, which this Bill we are now debating 
lets in, on the Liberties of my Native 
Country and Country-men; and therefore 
be unconcerned for the Good of England, 
provided Briſtol were ſafe : To hope for 
and expect Happineſs in Life, when all 
Mankind but my ſelf are Dead, would 
not be more deceiving, than to propoſe 
Comfort and Security to my ſelf and Cor- 
' poration, when Strangers are admitted to 
pofleſs and enjoy, by a Law, all that's 


; valuable in the Kingdom ; for this Bill 


doth enfranchize all Strangers . that will 
ſwear and proteſt againſt Popery, with 
the Liberties of every Engliſh Man, af- 
ter the vaſt Expence of Treaſure and 
Engliſh Blood, it hath coſt this Kingdom 
in all Times and Ages of our Fore-fa- 
thers, to ſecure them to themſelves, and 
their Poſterity. | 
Wherefore, Mr. Speaker, I muſt beg 
pardon, if at this time I cannot fit filent, 
but expreſs a zealous Concern, as well for 
the Kingdom in general, as for the Place 
I Repreſent in particular ; and I'am more 
moved thereunto, whilſt I ſee ſo many 
Members ſent here by their Country, for 
the Conſervation of the FEnglih Mens 
I. iberties, To warm as to part with all to 
Strangers with one Vote. 
BR <A The 


n 1 — tae ory net” — cabs eh 
” 


Mos 1 ot tn ²˙ n. EG „„ 
. 


| 1141 : 

The Argument of the Hononrable Per- 
ſon near me, to render all the Care of our 
Fore-fathers of no Efteem amongſt us, 
who are, or ought to be the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Kingdom, was to prove, that 
this Age and Generation are Wiſer (he 


did not ſay Honeſter) than the former. 


I remember a Weſt-country-man, many 


Years paſt, undertook to prove the ſame 


to me, and my Company beyond Sea, by 
declaring his Father was a Fool to him: 
I yielded him that point, by concluding 
both to be ſuch, and yet our Fore-fathers 
might be Wiſe Men ; I ſhall not at this 


time queſtion the Wiſdom of thoſe who 


promote the Bill, or their Fathers. For 
my ſelf, I declare in behalf of the Wiſdom 
and Honeſty of our Predeceſſors 3 nor can I 
Aſſent to the yielding up of the Liberties 
and Laws they derived unto us, only 
becauſe ſome Gentlemen think better of 
themſelves (and perhaps miſtakenly) than 
of their Parents. Ol 
Sir, 1 was early inſtructed in a Principle 
of Detcrence to the Wiſdom of our An- 
ceſtors; and at this time I tremble, when 
I reflet on the Correction given me by my 


Maſt-r, that I might not forget, but imi- 
tate and defend in all times this Rule: 
Let them only be accounted Good, Fuſt, 


and Wiſe Men, who Regard and Defend 
the Statutes, Laws, — = 
Liber- 


' Liberties, which their Fore- Fathers Wiſ 
dom and Experience obtained for them- 
ſelves and Poſterity. Now it is my Opi- 
nion, Mr. Speaker, that if thoſe Gentle- 


men who approve of this Bill, had not 


only been taught that Rule, but as well 
Corrected as my ſelf, they would be of 


my Judgment ; and I wiſh that they who 


depart from that Rule, and ſacrifice our 


Engliſh Liberties, to a number of merce- 


Ly nary Foreigners, may not meet with a 


much more rigorous aid exemplary 
Chaſtiſement from their enraged and 
- ruined Country-men, 


The Arguments uſed for the Bill, are 


in ſubſtance theſe : Firſ# A want of Pur- 


chaſers for our Lands. Second, Of Mer- 


chants. Third, Manufacturers, who can 
work cheaper than the Engliſh. Fourth, 
Husbandmen to Till the Ground, _ 
To all thefe I ſhall return ſhort An- 
ſwers ; but if I debate not on them with 
that Advantage and Reaſon as our Land 
Admirals can (no doubt) with great In- 
g2nuity on Sea Politicks, I hope the Houſe 
will pardon me, for_my Obſervations ne- 


ver coſt the Kingdom ſuch Expence of 


Money at Home, and Loſſes at Sca, as hath 
the Experience of thoſe' Honourable Per- 
ſons in Sea Affairs. 8 
Firſt, It's Argued by ſome, that we 
want Purchaſers for the Lands; this is 
| B 3 a 
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a melancholy Conſideration ; I therefore 
deſire thoſe Gentlemen who approve of 


this Bill, to tell me what it is hath 


brought us to this Condition, that the 
Landed men of England are Reducd to 


Jo Low an Ebb, that they muſt Sell, and 
none left able to Buy, unleſs. Foreigners. 


are Naturalized. Doth this prove our 


Fore-fathers wanted Underſtanding ? Or, 
doth it not rather conclude it's occaſioned 


by our want of theirs, and not following 
their Examples, who never Taxed their 
Country to the Ruin both of themſelves 
and their Poſterity ? nor did they Expend 


the Money of the Kingdom on ſuch Allies 
as Ours; who, as we have been informed 


by ſome of the Privy-Conncil, are not in 
our Intereſt, and will ſpare us none of 


their Men for our Pay, without great 


Penſions likewiſe for themſelves. Can 
any Man hope to perſwade me, that our 


Fore-fathers would have brought Foreign 


Soldiers into England, and pay them, and 
Naturalize them likewiſe, and at the ſame 
time ſend the Eugliſh Soldiers abroad, to 
fight in a ſtrange Land without their Pay ? 
1. et us abate our Taxes, and after the 
wiſe Precedent of our Fathers, pay our 
own Sea-Men and Soldiers at home, and 
ſend the Foreigners back, Then the 
Money will be found circulating; at home, 
in ſuch FEngliſhmens hands, who AY, 
Buy 


„ F 
Buy the Lands that are to be Sold, with- 
out Naturalizing Strangers. f 
Secondly, It's ſaid we want more Mer- 
chants: Whom may we thank for bringing 


1 many to Poverty ? but I ſhall. forbear 


grating, and deſire the Liberty to conſi- 
der in ſhort how the Trade of England 
hath hitherto been carried on. Gentlemen 
have placed their younger Children to 
Merchants ; their Maſters obſerving their 
Honeſty and Diligence, when they have 
gained ſome Experience in the, neceſſary 
parts of Trade, generally ſend them abroad 
to Turkey, all parts of the Levant, to 
Spain, Portugal, Eaſt and Weſt-Indies; 
and all parts' where England holds any 


conſiderable Commerce; there the young 


Men are employed by, and entruſted with 
the Stocks and Eſtates of their Maſters and 
Friends, whereby all Parties, both the 
Principals at home, and the Factors abroad, 
are advantaged, and England enriched 
(for there in the end all centers) and at 
laſt, when they are ſatiated with Gain, 
they return to their native Soil, their 
Friends and Relations, for Eaſe and En- 
joyment, making room for a younger Gene- 
ration to ſucceed in their profitable Em- 
ployments. Thus hitherto this Kingdom 
hath advanced in Riches, whilſt Fo- 
reigners could not with ſuccefs plant their 
FaRories on us, through the Advantage 
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we had by our Laws; let us but turn the 


Tables, and conſider the conſequence ; 


Suppoſe we paſs this Bill, and the Dutch 
(who no doubt will take the Oaths as 
this Bill directs, and proteſt againſt Pope- 


ry and Paganiſm, and, on Occaſion, 
Chriſtianity too, as at Japan) ſend 


their Servants and Factors hither, and 
we Naturalize them, and let the Ca- 
pital Stock, which gets an Employ ta 
theſe new made Engliſhmen belong to 
their Maſters and Friends, who never 


did or ever will live amongſt us; will 


it not then follow, that -the Profit will 
be theirs and not Englands, and will 
not the New-made Engliſh (yet Dutch 
Men ſtill) return to their Country and 
Friends with their Gain, as our People 


hitherto have done? We may obſerve by 


our Inland Trade, that it's ſeldom they 
who make the Manufactories gain Eſtates, 


but thoſe who employ their Stocks in buying 


and felling what others make; and it's the 
ſame with the Merchants, thoſe that Ex- 
port and Import are the Gainers ; the firſt 
Maker very ſeldom, the Conſumptioner 
never. 5 N 
The Concluſion then of this Experiment 
muſt be this. That what hath hitherto 
been Gain to England by Engliſh Mer- 
chants and Factors, will be turned to a - 
Foreign Land, by the Foreign Mer- 
chants 


„„ > Do” 

_ chants Naturalized, for their own Good, 
not ha (Gy 
But this is not all, for at once the Art 
of Navigation will be rendered uſeleſs. 

Whence then will be a Nurſery for Sea- 

Men ? For Foreign Merchants will Na- 

turalize Foreign Sca-men; and when the 

Preſs-Maſters find them, they will Dutchen 
ſpraken, ya min Heer, and avoid the Ser- 
vice, but at the Cuſtom- Houſe, Exchange, 
and in all Corporations, they will be 
found as good. Engliſhmen as any be of 
this Houſe; from whence it followeth, 
that Trade will be only carried on by 
Foreign Merchants and Sea-men, and 
the Engliſh Sea-men condemned to our 


Men of War, and perhaps live there, as 


hitherto, without their Pay, till another 
Million be owing them for Wages, and 
in the interim have this only Conſolation 
and Reward for Service done, and to be 
done, that their Wives and Children may 
be ſubſiſted with the Alms of the Pariſh, 
Whilſt Foreign Soldiers are maintained at 
home and abroad with Heir Pay. | 
A third Argument for admitting Fo- 
reigners, is upon a ſuppoſed want we have 
of Manufacturers, eſpecially ſuch as will 
work cheaper than the Eugliſßi; In my 
Opinion this Reaſoning is extraordinary, 
and ought not to take Air out of the 
Houſe, leſt the eld Engliſb Spirit ſhould 


. exert 


[14] 
exert it ſelf in ae of its Liberties; for 
at this time, when all Proviſions are be- 
come exceſſive dear by the great Quanti- 
ties exported to Holland, which puts the 
poor Engliſh Manufacturers on ſtarving in 
molt parts of England, for want of a full 
Employ to enable them to ſupport their 
Families, by their honeſt and painful La- 
bour and Induſtry, ſhall an Engliſb Parlia- 

ment let in Strangers to under-ſel] our 
Country, which they may eaſily do, whilſt 
they live in Earrets, pay no Taxes, and 
are bound to no Duty? How ſhall we 
anſwer this to our Country, who ſent us 
here? when by ſo doing, inſtead of making 
the Kingdom more populous, we provide 


only for the Subſiſtance of Foreigners, 


and put our Country- men to the Choice 
of ſtarving at home, or to turn Soldiers, 
and be ſent to Flanders, and ſtarve there 
for want of their Pay ? for it's well known, 
that, at this time, more Commodities are 
made in England than can be conſumed 
abroad, 'or at home, which makes the 
poor Manufacturers ſo miſerable. All 
Country Gentlemen within this Houſe, 
have for ſeveral Seſſions laboured, what 
they could, to raiſe the price of the Provi- 
fions which their Lands produce, and ſome 
think it not great enough yet, and they 
would deſpiſe that Man, who ſhould en- 
deavour to lower the Rates, by propoſing 


n | 

a free Importation of Jriſßh Cattel and 
Corn, tho he had no other defign, than 
that charitable and neceſſary one of re- 
lieving the poor; and yet theſe very Gentle» 
men are for this Bill, becauſe they would 
have the Labour of the Poor brought to a 
lower advantage : In my Opinion this is a 
very unequal way of reaſoning, that whilſt 
we raiſe the price of the product of the 
Land, for the Gentlemen to live in grea- 
ter State, at the ſame time our Conſults 
are how to make the halt-ſtarved Manu- 
facturers, that live by their daily Labour, 
more and more miſerable. What Opinion 
will the Common people of England have 
of this Houſe, and the Gentlemen of the 
Kingdom, whom nothing can pleaſe, ,but 
what is made by Foreigners, or comes 


from abroad 2 


Our Palats for a long time have been 
ſo nice, that nothing but a French Cook 
could pleaſe, nor could we perſwade our 
ſelves that our Cloathing was good, unleſs 

from Head to Foot we were Alamode de 
France. 'The Gentleman was not well 
ſerved without a Frenchman, and the 
Lady's - Commode could not ſit right, if 
her 1 French Woman did not put it 
on: Now, on a ſudden, the Change is as 
violent in favour of the Dutch, who 
are great Courtiers, and the only taking 
People, 8 and our e are a ſort of 
Clumſy- 
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_ Clumſy-fiſted People, if compared with 
the modiſh Dutch Hans and Fro, and in 
ſhort the Engliſbmen are fit for nothing 
but to be ſent to Flanders, and there 
either to fight, ſteal, or ſtarve for want 
of Pay. There is one thing, Mr. Speaker, 
which comes into my mind, with which 
I ſhall cloſe this Conſideration. What 
Reaſon was there for blaming the Mayors, 
Aldermen, Common Councils, and other 
Governours of Corporations, for ſurren- 
dering their Charters, tho' they {till re- 
tain'd the Rights for Engliſhmen only 
to come into new Charters, and at the 
ſame time hope to juſtifie our Procee- 
dings, tho we throw up the Great Charter 
of qur Engliſh Liberties, to admit Stran- 
nr = = 
K A fourth Pretence for this Bill is, A 
want of Husbandmen to Till the Ground, 
I thall ſay little on this Head, but re- 
queſt the Honourable Perſon below me, 
to tell me of the Forty Thouſand French, 
which he confeſſeth are come into Eng- 
land; How many does he know, that at 
this time follow the Plow tail ? for it's 
my firm Opinion, that not only the French, 
but any other Nation this Bill ſhall let in 
. upon us, will never tranſplant themſelves 
. fror the Benefit of going to Plow; they 
1 will contentedly leave the Engliſb the 
1 ſole Monopoly of that Savery. 
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Upon the whole, Sir, it's my Judgment; 

that. ſhould this Bill paſs, it will bring 
as great Afflictions on this Nation, as 
ever fell upon the AÆgyptians, and one 
of their Plagues we have at this time 
very ſevere upon us; I mean, that of 
their Land bringing forth Frogs in 
abundance, even in the Chambers of 
their Kings: For there is no entering the 
Courts of St. James and Whitehall, the 
| Palaces of our Hereditary Kings, for the 

great Noiſe and Croaking of the Frog- 
Landers. | OE 1 
Mn Speaker, This Nation is a Religi- 
ous, Fuſt, and Zealous Nation, who in 
ſome of their Fits and Zeal, have not 
only Qnarrelled and Fought for the ſame, 
but have Murthered and Depoſed Kings, 
Nobles, and Prieſts, for the ſake of their 
Religion and Liberties, which they pre- 
tended to prove from the Bible. We are 
the Religious Repreſentatives of this Re- 
ligious People. Let us therefore learn In- 
ſtruction in this Caſe before us, from that 
good Book; where we may be informed, 

that St. Paul by being born Free of 
Heathen Rome, eſcaped a Whipping, and 
valued, and pleaded that Privilege, and 
the Chief Captain of the Romans prides 
himſelf, that he, with a great Sum, had 
obtained that Freedom, and feared greatly 
when he had violated St. Paul 2 

| 5 y 
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by binding of him; and ſhall we ſet at 
nought . the Freedoms. of the Fngliſh 
Nation, who are a Religious Chriſtian 


Kingdom, and part with the ſame to 


Strangers, for nothing, unleſs the undoing 
of our own Country-men, who ſent Us 
here, but not on this Errand? Certainly 
we ſhould follow the Example of the 
Roman Captain, and fear and tremble 
when we conſider the juſt Provocation 
we ſhall give to the Kingdom, who will 

expect that we Preſerve, and not Deſtroy 


every Engliſb Man's Birth-right. 


Sir, We may further learn, from that 
Book, the Fate of the /Xgyprians, who 
experimented, on the Score of Charity, 


what it is a People may expect from ad- 


mitting Strangers into their Country and 
Councils; Zoſeph was a Stranger, ſold a 
Slave into Agypt; yet being taken into 
Pharaoh's Council, he, by Taxes, and other 
fine Projects, brought the ſeven Years plenty 
God had bleſt the Agyptians with, into 
the Granaries of Pharaoh ; but when 
Dearth came on the Land, and the People 

cryed to their King for Relief, they were 


ſent to the Stranger Fofeph, who getteth 


from them, for that which was once their 
own, all their Money, their Cattle, their 


85 Lands, and laſt of all, their Perſons into 


Slavery; tho, at the ſame time, he did far 
otherwiſe by his own Country-men, ed 
; | He 


. 
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he placed them in the beſt of the Land, 


the Land of Goſhen, and nouriſhed them 


from the King's Store. This Example 
ſhould teach us to be wiſe in time, ſeeing 


all this was done by the Advice of one Fo- 


reigner in the Privy-Council ; and what 


may that Country expect, where the 


Head, and many of the Council are Fo- 


reigners? 


Sir, I perceive ſome Gentlemen are 
uneaſy, perhaps I have offended them, ia 

ſuppoſing they are Religious Repreſen- 
tatives ; or concluding that their Religion 
is to be proved from the Bible ; if that be 
it which diſpleaſeth, I beg their pardon, 
and promiſe not to bffend again on that 


| ſcore; and will conclude all with this 


Motion, That the Serjeant be commanded 
to open the Doors, and let us firſt Kick 


the Bill out of the Houſe, and then Fo- 


reigners out of the Kingdom, 


75 
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by binding of him; and ſhall we ſet at 
nought the Freedoms. of the Engliſh 
Nation, who are a Religious Chriſtian 
Kingdom, and part with the ſame to 
Strangers, for nothing, unleſs the undoing 
of our own Country-men, who ſent Us 
here, hut not on this Errand ? Certainly 
we ſhould follow the Example of the 
Roman Captain, and fear and tremble 
when we conſider the juſt Provocation 
we ſhall give to the Kingdom, who will 
expe& that we Preſerve, and not Deſtroy 
every Engliſh Man's Birth-right. 
Sir, We may further learn, from that 
Book, the Fate of the Agyptians, who 
experimented, on the Score of Charity, 
what it is a People may expect from ad- 
mitting Strangers into their Country and 
Councils; Joſeph was a Stranger, ſold a 
Slave into Agypt ; yet being taken into 
Pharaoh's Council, he, by Taxes, and other 
fine Projetts, brought the ſeven Years plenty 
God had bleſt the Ægyptians with, into 
the Granaries of Pharaoh; but when 

Dearth came on the Land, and the People 
cryed to their King for Relief, they were 
ſent to the Stranger Fofeph, who getteth 
from them, for that which was once their 
own, all their Money, their Cattle, their 
Lands, and laſt of all, their Perſons into 
Slavery ; tho, at thefame time, he did far 
otherwiſe by his own- Country-men, BY 
| | | | C 
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he placed them in the beſt of the Land, 
the Land of Goſhen, and nouriſhed them 


from the King's Store. This Example 


ſhould teach us to be wile in time, ſeeing 
all this was done by the Advice of one Fo- 

| reigner in the Privy-Council ; and what 
may that Country expect, where the 
Head, and many of the Council are Fo- 
reigners 2 ph 


Sir, I perceive ſome Gentlemen are 
uneaſy, perhaps I have offended them, in 
ſuppoling they are Religious Repreſen- 
tatives; or concluding that their Religion 
is to be proved from the Bible ; if that be 
it which diſpleaſeth, I beg their pardon, 
and promiſe not to offend again on that 


| ſcore; and will conclude all with this 


Motion, That the Serjeant be commanded 
to open the Doors, and let us firſt Kick 


the Bill out of the Houſe, and then Fo- 


reigners out of the Kingdom, 


75 
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Mr. Price's & PE E CA in the Houſe 
| N Commons in 1696, for the Repealing 
1% à Grant made to Min Heer Benting, 
W ſeveral Lordſhips belonging to the 


Principality of Wales. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


Wye 


| DEED IHE Petition now preſented unto 3 
Fr el you, in behalf of our ſelves and 


l 


Country- men, tho' ſubſcribed by 
ve hands, vet has the Senſe and 
Approbation of Thouſands, who are not 
influenc'd by their own Intereſt, but by 
the Honour they have for the Crown, and 
the Welfare of the Briti/h Nation. 
If I could conceive that the Glory and 
Grandeur of England was, or could be 
_ upheld by a poor Landleſs Crown, and a 
miſerable neceſſitous People, I could then 
be eaſily perſwaded. to believe, that his 
Majeſty was well advisd to Grant away 
all the Revenues of the Crown, and that 
his Government thereby could be well 
fecured, and his People beſt protected 
When they had nothing left them. I am 
ſure this is not Engliſh, but Foreign 
Policy, who may revere the King, but 
hate Us. | 


The 


te] 
The King s of England always 18 


beſt when «wi had the Aﬀections of their 


Subjects; and of that they were ſecure, 


when the People were ſenſible, that the 
King was entirely in their Intereſt, and 
loved the Engliſh Soil, as well as the Peo- 
ple's Node When Kings had a Landed 
Intereſt coupled with their Power, then 
it was moſt ſtable and durable; as is ma- 
nifeſt by the ancient Demeſne-Lands, and 
other large and Royal Revenues; the 
many and great Tenures the People then 
held their Eſtates under, which created 
then ſuch an indiſſoluble Union and De- 
pendence, that they ſupported each other; 
and it is obſervable, that the Separation 
of the Revenues from the Crown, has 
been in all Ages the Occaſion of render- 
ing the Engliſh Government precarious : 
And that it might not be ſo, your Peti- 
tioners, with a r dutiful Deference to his 
Majeſty, do repreſent to you (the Great 
Council of the Nation) This, Theirs, 
and the People's Caſe, for Redreſs and 

Remedy according to your Wiſdoms. 
Give me Patience and Pardon, and I 
will lay before you the true State of the 
Fa& upon the Petition, the Manner of 
the Grant, and what is granted. 
The Three Great Lordſhips, or Hun- 
dreds of Denbigh, Bromfield and Tale, 
in the County ot 9 Deng), for ſome Cen- 
turies, 


. 


re 
#35 


4 


Jn Extent, 


had been a very noble Royal Gitt, worth 
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turies, have been the Revenues of the 
Kings of England and Princes of Wales, 
to which Lordſhips your Petitioners, and 
above Fifteen Hundred Freeholders more 
are Tenants, pay Rents, Suits of Court, 
and other Royal Services. Theſe Lord- 
ſhips are Four Parts in Five of the whole 


County, being the beſt and moſt plentiful 


Part of the Country, and Thirty Miles 


The preſent Rents to the Crown are 
but 1700 “/ per Ann. beſides Heriots, Re- 
liefs, Miſes, Waſts, Eſtreats, Perquilites 
of Courts, and other contingent Profits. 
There are alſo great Waſts and profita- 
ble, of ſeveral Thouſands of Acres, rich 
and valuable Mines, beſides other Advan- 
tages a mighty Favourite and great Cour- 
tier mght make out of this Country. 

Your Petitioners being caſually informed 


laſt Summer, that a Grant to the Earl of 


Portland, of the Lordſhips of Denbigh, 


Bromfield and Tale, was at the Treaſu- 


Ty, in order to be paſſed, your Petitioners 


did oppoſe the ſaid Grant; and, upon 


conſidering the Grant, they found not 
only the Three Lord Hips, but alſo near 
3000 J. per Ann. of your Petitioners and 
their Countrymens ancient Inheritances 


expreſly Granted. So that, if all that 


was comprized in the Grant had paſſed, it 


at 
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at leaſt 100, oo J. Nor was this Grant 


| made for any ſhort Time to this Noble 


Lord, being to him and his Heirs for ever; 
and yet not much to the Advantage of 
the Crown, having only a Reſervation of 
Six Shillings and Fight 65 4g a Year to 
the King and his Succeſſors 

Theſe Facts were laid before the Land 


of the Treaſury, by your Petitioners, who 


cannot ſay, but they were well heard, 
well underſtood, and hope, truly repre- 


ſented; only with this Remark, that the 


Docket fi ign'd by the Lords of the 'Trea- 
ſury for the Grant, was dated and carried 

to the Privy-Seal, a Month before the 
Lords of the Treaſury had ordered your 
Petitioners to be heard at the Treaſury 
againſt the Grant. The next Stage we 
had was to attend that noble Grant from 
the Treaſury to the Privy-Seal, where, 
muſt confeſs, our Reaſons and Complaints 

were heard with all Candour and Good- 
neſs, by that Noble Lord 'who had the 


Cuſtody of the Seal; and I believe fin- 


cerely, has truly repreſented the whole 
Affair: 


And that is the Reaſon, at pre- 


ſent, that this Grant halts, I ſuppoſe, till 
the Parliament riſes, and then I doubt not 
but it will find Legs, and take its Journey. 
Having made our Applications in the 
proper Place, to ſtop the ſaid Grant, and 
that without Succels, it becomes a Griev- 
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ance, and we hope this Honourable Houſe 


will redreſs it. 
Theſe Lordſhips, for many Ages, have 


been the Revenues of the Kings of Eng- 


land, the Support of ſeveral Princes of 
Tales, have been ſettled upon them and 


their Heirs, by ſundry Patents of the 


Kings, and confirmed by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament. 
This Royal Dominion, in moſt Reigns, 


has been attacked by great and powerful 


Favourites, but with little Succeſs ; for, 


in the Fourth of Queen Fl/izabeth, ſome 


Parts of this Revenue were granted to 
ſome of her Creatures, but attended with 
ſo many Law-ſuits and general Diſturb- 


ances, that the Queen interpoſed, and 
the Frecholders gave large Compoſitions 


for their Peace, and the Queen, by her 
Charter, confirmed their Eſtates. 
In the Fourth Year of King James the 


F 'rſt, theſe Lordſhips were ſettled upon 
Prince Charles and his Heirs, Kings of 


England; but his Servants were (as moſt 
Courtiers are) willing to make uſe of 
their Opportunities, and had gotten ſome 
Grants of great Part of thcſe Revenues, 

and proved ſo. vexatious and troubleſome 
to the Country, that the Frecholders 


came to another Compoſition, and gave 
10,000 J. for their Peace, and for the ſet- 
ling of their hates, 1 enure and Com- 


mons, 


JWT 
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mons, which were confirmed by Parlia- 


ment, in the Third Year of the Reign of 
King Charles I. 

In the late Reigns, however caluvlfid- 
ted, there were many and great Applica- 
tions made for Grants of ſome Members 
and Parts of theſe Lordſhips, which were 


always rejected, as too powerful a 'Fruft 


for a Subject. If the Part were ſo, what 
ſhall the Grant of the Whole be? 
Hiſtory and Records tell us, that the 


Grants of theſe Lordſhips have been very 


fatal to either Prince or Patentees; the 
one either loſt his Crown, or the other 


his Head. It is therefore dangerous med- 


ling with ſuch ominous Bounties. 

I muſt likewiſe obſerve to you, that 
the Long Parliament in King Charles the 
Seconds Reign, when they Galle an Act 
for the Fee Farm Rents, excepted thoſe _ 
within the Principality of J/ales ; which 
is 4 plain Intimation, that the Parliament 


thought them not alienable, or fitting to 


be aliened, but rather to be preſ-rved for 


the Support of the Prince of J/ales. 


'There is a great Duty lyes upon the 


| Freeholders of theſo Lordſhips, upon the 
Creation of a Prince of Wales: They pay 


the Prince 800 /. for Miſes, which is ſuch 
a Duty, Service, or Tenure, that it is not 


to be ſevered from the Prince of Wales ; 
and how this Tenure can be made recon- 
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eilable to this Noble Lord's Grant, will 
be a great Difficulty. 


If we are to pay theſe Miſes to his 
Noble Lord, upon this Grant, then he 


3s, or is quaſi 7 a Prince of * ales; for this 
Duty was never paid to any other : But 
if it is to be paid to the Prince of Wales, 


and likewiſe to this Noble Lord, then we 


are doubly charged. But if it be to be 


paid to the Prince of J/ales, when he 


has no Royalty left in that Dominion, 
and not to be paid to this Noble Lord, 


who by this Grant is to have the whole 
Lordſhips, it creates a Repugnancy in the 
Tenure of our Eſtates. 

But I ſuppoſe this Grant of the Princi- 
pality is a Fore-runner of the Honour 
too, and then I ſhall fancy we are return- 


Ing to our Original Contract ; for, as Sto- | 


ry tells us, that we were firſt brought to 
entertain a Prince of Wales, by recom- 
mending him to us as one that did not 
underſtand the Zngliſh Tongue, and our 
Forefathers thence inferred, that he muſt 
be our Countryman, and no Foreigner, 
and one that underſtood the Britih Lan- 

guage ; how we were deceived therein 


is palpable. 


I ſuppoſe this Lord doth not underſtand 
our Language, nor is it to be {uppos'd, 


that he will come amongſt us to learn it, 


nor ſhall we be fond of learning 8 
But 


ut 


| L275] 
But ſince I have minded you of our 
Melch Original Contract, which is of fo 
long a Standing, I would not have you 
forget another Contract made not above 


Seven or Eight Years ſince, which is the 


Foundation of our prefent Government; 
I mean the Bill of Rights and Liberties, 
and ſettling the Succeliton of the Crown, 
which is ſo much forgotten in Diſcourſe 
or Practice, that I have not heard it nam'd_ 
in Parliament, but once the laſt Parlia- 


ment: And I find it as much forgotten in 


the Adminiſtration, I would gladly know 
from thoſe who are better vers'd in Prero- 
gative Learning than myſelf, Whether His 
Majeſty can, by the Bill of Rights, with- 
out the Conſent of Parliament, alien, or 


give away the Inheritance, or an abſolute 
Fee of the Crown Lands? If he can, I 


would likewiſe know to what Purpoſe the 
Crown was ſetled for Life, with a Re- 


mainder in Succeſhon, if a Tenant for Life 
of the Crown can grant away the Reve- 


nue of the Crown, and which is incident 
to the Crown? Or can the King have a 
larger Eſtate in the Revenue than he has 


1n the Crown to which it belongs 2 Far 


be it from me to ſpeak any thing in De- 


| rogation of His Majeſty's Honour and Care 
of us! Se She Bee 


It cannot be intended, that he ſhall 
know our Laws, who is a Stranger to us, 


1 

and we to him, no more than we know 
his Counſels, which I wiſh we did ; ; I mean 
thoſe new Adviſers. However, thoſe of 
his Counſellors or Miniſters, thoſe whom 
we do know, and thoſe thro. whoſe Hands 
the Grant did paſs, by adviſing the King 
to grant what by Law he could not, are 
guilty. of the higheſt Violation of the 
Laws and Liberties of England, ſtrike at 
the Foundation of the Succeſſion, and 
tear up the Bill of Rights and Liberties 
by the Roots: It was their Province and 
Duty to have acquainted the King with 
his Power and Intereſt, that the ancient 
Revenue of the Crown is ſacred and un- 
alienable in Time of War and the Peo- 
ple's Neceſſities. 

By the Old Law, it was Part of the 
Coronation Oath of the Kin gs of England, 
not to alien the ancient Patrimony of the 
Crown, without the Confent of Parlia- 
ment: But, as to thoſe Oaths of Office, 
moſt Kings have Court Caſuiſts about 
them, to inform that they have Preroga- 

tive enough to diſpenfe with them. 
It has been the peculiar Care of Par- 
liaments, in all Ages, to keep an even 
Balance betwixt King and People; and 
therefore, when the Crown was too libe- 
ral in their Bounties, the Parliament uſu- 
ally reſum' d thoſe Grants, which was very 
frequent; for, Rem the Reign of 2 
: tne 


r y y Re 


ng 


the Third of England, to the Sixth Year | 


of Henry the Eighth, there was one or 


more Bills of Reſumption in every one of 


thoſe Kings Reigns, ſave one of them, 
In the Time of Henry the Fifth, there 
was an Act of Reſumption of all that was 
granted from the Prince of J/ales in all 
that Principality; and yet thoſe Acts were 
not look'd upon by thoſe Kings (of whom 
ſome of them both good and great) any, 
Leſſening or Diminution to their Preroga- 

tives, it being conſider d, that Kings have 


their Failings as well as other Men, be- 


ing cloathed with frail Nature, and are 
apt to yield to the Importunities of their 
Flatterers and Favourites: Therefore it 
becomes neceſſary, that the Great Coun- 
cil of the Nation ſhould interpoſe for the 


Intereſt of the King and People. 


The Commoners of England always 
entertained an honourable Jealouſy of 
their Princes, when they perceived their 
Expences at Home or Abroad, their Gifts 
and Boons to their Favourites to be too 


large and exorbitant; and have therefore, 


by their Petitions and dutiful Applications 
to the Crown, advis d the Kings of Eng- 
land to retrench their Expences, and not 


to alien or give away the Revenues of 


the Crown, leſt they ſhould become bur- 


thenſome to the People, and chargeable 
to the Commonwealth, aud that they 


would 


1 


would live upon their own Revenue, & 

Tallagis Populi. Theſe were their juſt 
and frequent Ways, in elder Time, to 
repair the languiſhing Eſtate of the 
Crown. rf 

And as we are an Iſland, and ſubject 
to Invaſion, ſo the Parliaments of Eng- 
land were very watchful, that other 

Countries ſhould not outdo them in I rade 
and naval Strength; that Foreigners ſhould 
have no more Footing, or Strength, or 
Settlement in England, than was condu- 
cing to carry on the Trade and Commerce 
of the Nation; and whenever Princes 
entertain'd Foreigners as their Counſel, 
or chief Adviſers, the People of England 
were reſtleſs and uneaſy, till they were 
removed out of the King's Counſels, nay, 
out of the Kingdom. And Inſtances are 
many in Hiſtory and Parliament Rolls, 
what Great Men and Foreigners (being 
Favourites) were banith'd the Land for 
procuring to themſelves too large a Pro- 
portion of the Royal Revenue, eſpecial- 
Iy in Time of War, and the People's Ne- 
ceſſities. 

As for Inſtance, in K. Stephen! $ Time, 
who uſurped the Crown of England from 
Mud the Empreſs, and her Son, King 
Henry the Second, William de Tpres,. a 
Netherlander, was brought over, with 

| great Numbers of his Countrymen ; to 
| | which 


in he 


. 
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which William de Ipres that K ing de fatto | 


gave an Earldom, and made him ſo great 
a Confident, that he was in all his Coun- 
ſels, and obtain' d great Grants, not only 


for himſelf, but alſo for his Countrymen 
the Netherlanders, called then Flemings, 


who then ſwarmed ſo thick about that 
King's Court, that FEmngliſhmen were 

ſcarce known or 3 at which the 
People were ſo enraged, that they impor- 


tuned King Henry the Second, when he 


obtain d the Right of his Crown, to ſeize 


on all which King Stephen had given the 
foreign Favourite and his Agcomplices, and 


baniſhed him, and his Friends the Nezther- 


 landers, from his Court and Kingdom. 


The like Compliment was made by the 
People to King Richard the Firſt, for 
the removing and baniſhing of the Duke 
of Saxony, his own Nephew, and his 
Siſter's Son, being a Foreigner, and all 
his German Friends. 

The ſame Addreſs was made by the 
People to Henry the Third, to baniſh his 
Half Brethren (being Foreigners) and all 
their Poittovian Friends. 

The fame Addreſs was made by the 
People to Edward the Second, to do ſo 
with the Lineage of Gave/ton and all his 
Gaſcoigners; and did not Edward the 
'Third do the ſame with his Bobemian 
Friends? 
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5 
Henry the Fourth, and other following 
Princes took the ſame Method, upon the 
humble and hearty Petition of the Peo- 
ple, ſometimes in Parliament, and ſome- 
times out; and, in theſe Caſes, the 
Kings ſeized and took to themſelves all 
the Revenues of the Crown that they: 
had given them, and always ſeut thoſe 
Foreigners to their own Countries, 

For theſe Reaſons given, in many of 
thoſe Inſtances, the People of England 
diſliked and oppoſed them, fearing both 
their Power and Counſels, and that they 
would become heavy and burthenſome 
to the State, and that England was able 
to foſter none but her own Children. 

I muſt needs confeſs, that my Thoughts 
are ſtrangely troubled with the Apprehen- 
ſion of our deplorable State. We are in 
a Confederacy in War, and ſome of thoſe 
Confederates our Enemies in Trade, tho 
planted amongſt us, ſome in the King's 
Council, ſome in the Army, and the 
common Traders have poſſeſs'd themſelves 
of the Out-skirts of the City. We find 
ſome or other of them Naturaliz'd, and 
others made Donizens. Every Parliament, 
we find, endeavours for a general Natu- 
ralization, and that warmly follicited 
from Court. We ſee our good Coin all 
gone, and our Confederates openly coin- 


ing baſe Money, of Dutch Alloy, for us. 


Wo 


3 


We ſee moſt Places of Power and Profit 
given to Foreigners: We ſee our Confede- 


rates in Con junction with the Scots to ruin 


our Engliſh Trade: We ſee the Reve- 


nues of the Crown daily given to one or 
other, who make Sale of them, and tranſ- 
mit their Eſtates elſewhere : We do not 
find any of them buy Lands or Eſtates 
amongſt us; but what they can get from 
us they ſecure in their own Country. 
How can we hope for happy Days in 


1 England, when this Great Man, and the 
other (tho' Naturalized) are in the Eng- 


liſh, and alſo in the Dutch Counſels 2 If 


thoſe Strangers, tho now Confederates, 


ſhould be of different Intereſts, as moſt 


plainly they are in Point of Trade; to 


which Intereſt is it to be ſuppoſed thoſe 


Great Foreign Counſellors and Favourites 


would adhere ? So that, 1 foreſce, when 


we are reducd to extreme Poverty, as 


now we are very near it, we are to 
ſupplanted by our Neighbours, and be- 
come a Colony to the Dutch. 

I thall make no Remarks on this Great 


Man, for his Greatneſs makes us little, 


and will make the Crown both poor and 


precarious ; and when God ſhall pleaſe to 
ſend us a Prince of Males, he may have 


ſuch a Preſent of a Crown made him, as 


a Pope did to King Jom, who was ſur- 
named Sanſterre, and by his Father Henry 


the 


P 
the Second made Lord of Ireland, which 
Grant was confirmed by the Pope, who 
ſent him a Crown of Peacocks Feathers, 
in Deriſion of his Power, and the Poverty 
of his Revenue. on 
I would have us to conlider, we are 

Engliſhmen, and muſt, like good Patriots, 
ſtand by our Country, and not ſuffer it to 
become 'Tributary to Strangers: We have 
rejoic'd, that we have beat out of this 
Kingdom Popery and Slavery, and now 
do, with as great Joy, entertain Socini- 
aniſm and Poverty; and yet we ſee our 
Properties daily given away, and our Li- 
berties muſt ſoon follow.  - © 
Thus I have repreſented unto you th 
Nature of this Mighty Grant to this No- 
ble Lord, the ill Conſequence that muſt 
attend the Publick, and more particular- 
ly this County, by the paſhng of it; the 
Remedies that our Forefathers took to 
cure this miſchievous Ill, were known. 
I defire more Redreſs than Puniſhment. 
'Therefore, I ſhall neither move for an 
Impeachment againſt this Noble Lord, 
nor the Baniſhment of him; but I ſhall 
beg that he may have no Power over us, 
nor we any Dependence upon him: There- 
fore I ſhall conclude my Motion, that an 
Addreſs be made to His Majeſty, to ſtop 
the Grant that is paſſing to the Earl of 
Portland, of the Lordihips of Denbigh, 

| Brom- 


L 35 7 : 
Bromfi d, and Yale, and other Lands in 
the Prin .cipality of Wales; and that the 


ſime be not Granted, - but 5 Conlent of 


Parliament. 411 


Accordingly, that ſame Seſions there 


was an Addrefs pr. ſented, bogging that 


the Grant might be recall'd, Which ac- 
cordingly was done, T his was in the 


Year 169%, and the May after the fol- 
lowing Grant was made in Recompence 


for the Revenues of the FRO of 
Wales. pan 


May 75 1 


GRANT to WILLIAM, 
Earl of PORTLAND, of the 


Manor of GRANTHAM in the 


4. 


County of Lincoln, 


Hanoi of PENRETH in the 


County of Cumber lan, 


„ BRA and 


| RUD NETH in the County of Cheſter, 
Manor of —— RENE in 


the County of Norfolk, 


Menon 


CE EE „«ͤ4„%“„ ͤꝛ⁊—ͤ——rꝙ—ß fkñũc²Zv 
£5 \ 
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230 þ, 


Tad. 


rt Bat PARTINGTON, 
BRISTOL, GAR TH, HO M- 


S EV, THWING, BURNISLEY, 
and LEVEN in the County of York, 


All Parcel of the ancient Revenue of 
the Crown of ENGLAND, and of 
the Manor of PAVEN SE * in the 


County of Suſſex, 


* of the Duchy of LAN C A- 


S TER, and of all the Lands, Tene- 


ments, and Hereditaments thereunto be- 
longing, to have and to hold the ſame 
the ſaid Earl and his Heirs. 


As of His RO, s Manor of EA ST. 
GR EENWICH in the County of 


Kent, under the Rent of L. 4 13 5. 47. 


payable at Lady-Day yearly. And ſuch 
Clauſes, Powers and Proviſo's are inſert- 
ed, as were directed by Warrant under 
His Majeſty's Royal Sign Manual. 


'There is likewiſe granted to the ſaid 
Earl of Portland, all the little Remain- 
der of the Fee- Farm - Rents, worth to be 
Sold, 24000 J. Given of mere Bounty, 


\ 
* . 
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ee 
Continuing the Army, &c. 
„ e As it was $5 | 


Spoken the 4th Day of December, 1717, 
| in the Houſe of Commons, - 


By Villiam Shippen, Eſq; 


Who was committed Priſoner to the 
. - Toever, for ſome Pallges he dee 
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Oongratulate 2 Honourable 
r Per/0n below, on his being re- 
Aoted to the good Opinion of 

rte Learned Gentleman, who 
poke laſt; For it is not long 

ſince he complimented (L will not ſay Har- 
tered.  AxoraER, at the Expence of that, 
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Honourable Perſon; and moſt of the Ge- 
zeral-Officers in this Kingdom. 


But as to the Oueſtion before us; tis 
my Misfortune to differ from the learned 
Gentleman in ALL he hath advanc'd, 
which, when ſtripped of pe ee, 
may be reduced to theſc Two Propoſition . 


8 * 
Wa — — 


TH AT the only Danger of Continu- 
ing the ARMY is the Expence of it. 


SET HAT we ought to comply with the 
l Number of Forces propos d, becauſe 
| it is demanded by the KING, who 
„i the beſt Fudge of our Neceſſities. 


] do not object to the firft,Reaſon, that 
the Phraſe is ambiguous, and that it is 
difficult to know what he means by the 


this Houſe, whoſe Buſineſs and Duty it 


RPDS up An Army in the time of Peace. 
The chi ef Argument, with great Submiſ- 
hon, is, That the. Civil and Military 
Power cannot long ſubſiſt together; That 
a Standing Army in time-of Peace > 

= 5 neceſ- 


t f 
a s *%s 4 * 4 1 


D 
neceſſarily impede the free Execution of 
the Laws of the Lund. And tis. there- 


fore very extraordinary, that the Ex- 
pence ſhould be thought the only Dan- 


ger (to uſe his own Terms) of a Standing 
Army, by a Perſon, whoſe Profeſſion and 
preſent Station oblige him to make 7hoſe 
Laws his firſt Care; and that it ſhould 


be urged as ſuch, in zhis Place, where ſo 


many Millions have been chearfully grant- 
ed for the Defence of Them. l 


The ſecond Reaſon is no more conclu- 


five than the firſt, as Þ hope to make ap- 
pear in the Sequel of what I have to 
N ,, 

Gentlemen have inſiſted much on the 
great Grace and Favour ſhewn, in Re- 


Aducing the Army ſince the Beginning of 


the laſt Seſſion ; and I preſume not to ſay, 
that we were deceived into the Fore then 
given for maintaining THIXRT Y TW O 
THOUSAN D MEN, becauſe we always 


proceed with the utmoſt Caution and Cir- 


cumſpetiion, and becauſe the _ De- 
figns of the SWEDISH PLOT, 
which occafioned ſuch terrible Appre- 


_ henfions amongft us, have ſince been ally 


* 


diſcovered to the World. 


But however wiſely it was then done, 


I hope never again to ſee, either the ſmé 
Number, or near the fame Corps, after 


ſome artful Redudtions, continued in this 
5 1 Ds Nation, 


r 
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Nation in time of Peace, on any Pretence, 
on any Apprehenſions whatſoever. 
I will not trouble you, Sir, with my 
Remarks on the Fallacy of thoſe Redu- 
ions. They have been ſufficiently ex- 
pos d by * a Gentleman, who is better in- 
form'd of the Secret of that Aﬀair, and 
who, (I am glad to find) when he is con- 
tending for the Service of his Country, is 
no more afraid than myſelf, of being cal- 
led a Jacobite, by thoſe who want other 
Arguments to ſupport their Debates. 
ur preſent Conſideration is, Whether 
there are any Reaſons to induce us, as 
our Circumſtances now ſtand, to keep u 
_ABoys Six TEEN ThovsanD MEN, wit 
Officers for almoſt double that Number ; 
and Whether, if we ſhould conſent to 
keep them up, we ſhould af (as His Ma- 
jeſty deſires we ſhould) agreeable to the 
Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, and couſe- 
quently. to the Principles on which his 
Government is founded ? OE 
Now, in Virtue of that Freedom of 


e ww 1 


V 


8 


- Ta. 
offible any Arguments can be invented 
e 1 am ſure have been yet offered) to 


incline an Houſe of Commons at this time, 
when we are in a profound Tranquility, 


ſome Domeſtick Feuds excepted, to ſub- 
mit to that, which every Member, every 
Lover of Liberty, rauſt own, abſtrattedly 


conſidered, to be a Grievance, and ſuch 


an One, as ought never to be ſubmitted 
to, but in that moſt deſperate and de- 
plorable Circumſtance, where it is to be 
chbſes as ůãgmqęm̃ æqœů&ꝓe Het. 7 

I know Zheſe Aſertions interfere with 
what is laid down in the ſecond Para- 
graph of His Majeſtys SPEECH. 
But we are to conſider that Speech, as 
the Compoſition and Advice of his Mini- 
ſtry, and are therefore at Liberty to de- 
bate every Propoſition in it ; eſpecially * 
T hoſe, which ſeem rather calculated for 
the Meridian of GERMANY, than of 


GREA-IT-BRITAIRN: -- 


"Tis the Only Infelicity of His Majeſty's 


| Reign, That * He is unacquainted with 


our Language and Conſtitution ; and 'tis 
therefore the more incumbent on his Bri- 
tiſh Miniſters to inform him, That our 
Government does not ſtand on the ſame. 
Foundations with his German Dominions, 


* Theſe were the two Paſſages which gave Offence, and for 
which He was committed to the Iwer. 


a which, 


T1469) 
which, by Reaſon" of their Situation and 
the Nature of their Conſtitution, are 
obliged to keep up Armies in Time of 
Peace. Nor is it in the leaſt to be won- 
der d at, That His Majeſty, who hath ſpent 
the earlier Part of his Tr, in thoſe Do- 
minions, ſhould think SIXT EEN, or 
even THiRTY Two, THousAND 
Mer might be continued in fo rich and 
powerful a Nation, as this is, without 
being a Burthen to it. But when he ſhall 
come to underſtand, That the (ſmaller 
Number, in Time of Peace, would be de- 
ſtructive to hat Security and Eaſe of his 
People, for which he rept ſo tender a 
Regard; he will doubtleſs be convinc'd, 
That zhoſe act moſt conformably to their 
Duty, and his Intereſt, who (as true 
Subjects of Great Pritain) are againſt 
continuing nor T R OOPS, than have 
been uſually thought and found ſufficient, 
in the /ame Situation of Af airs, for the 
Support of the Crown and the Safety of 
the Kingdoms. . 
I am therefore at a Loſs, to coneeive 
how Gentlemen can perſwade themſelves, 
That the Complying with this extraordi-. 
nary Demand would promote His Ma- 
jeſty's Service. For it ſuppoſes not only 
a Diſtruſt, but a Weakneſs in the Govern- 
ment; as if neither the Miedtions of the 
People at Home, nor zhe Treaties of our 
Sas Allies 


leſs expefied, and leſs guarded againſt. 


[43] 


Allies Abroad, were to be depended on: 


Which is a Thought ſo injurious, To con- 
tradictory to ſome ſolemn Aſſurances from 
the Throne, that no one will preſume to 
advance it openly in this Houſe, or elſe-, 
where; and yet it is all, in my humble 
Apprehenſion, included in this Motion. 
Nothing, indeed, can alienate the Hearts 
of the People from His Majeſty ; but (ach 


Attempts have formerly proved fatal to 


Princes of Jos conſummaze Wiſciom . 
Virtue, Nor are we to imagine, Ih 


* 


the ſame Grievance is not Ea lag 16 


ometimes more ſo, becauſe. 


aon in the Rog of 4 g004 


a bad One. *Yis 


— 
* 


oe” - 


. Surely. His Majeſty will have no juſt. 
Cauſe to doubt the Continuance: of that, 
Zeal for the Good of our Country, which. 
(he is pleaſed to ſay ) hath been ſo mie 
nently conſpicuous in every Seſſion of this.. 


— 


Parliament, if we make the Fate of other 
Nations a Document to ourſelves on this 
Occaſion ; if we think, That the Keeping , 
up a larger Number of Forces, than is ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary, too dangerous an Expe-. 
ri ment to be often repeated. 3 
Let Gentlemen look round Europe, and 
they will find, That ſome of the freeſ# . 


and braveſt People in it have, by this de. 


ry Method, 1oſt their Liberties, They will 
nd, That zhe Civil Power was from 
e 7 4 Time 
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— oo 
Time to Time drawn in, by pretended 
Exigencies, to allow and maintain an ar- 
med Force in Peace; which, as they at 


lieze, was intended, to add Streng th to 
their Authority, to ſecare them in the 
Poſſeſſion of their Religious and Political 


Rights, to watch the ambitions Deſigns 


of their Neighbour Nations, and to pre- 
ſerve the Balance of Power. GLORIOUS 
INTENTIoNs, if they had provd 
Rear! But, though they uſed all poſſible 
Precaution, though they made it the 
Condition of their Eſtabliſhment, That 
the Forces ſhould be disbanded, when 
the extraordinary Occaſion, for which they 
were raiſed, ceaſed ; yet they perceived 
zo late, That their Condition was not 
binding, That they had erected a Power. 


_— to themſelves, That the Sodiery, 


hen they had raſted the Sweets of Aut ho- 
rity, would not part with it, and, That 
EVEN THEIR PRINCES (af- 


ter theſe temporary Conceſſions made to 


them) began to think, that ruling by an 
Army was a more eaſy, a more compendi- 
ous, Way of Government, than acting 
uudler the Reſtraints and Limitations of 
the Laws of their Country, And now 
they wear THE CHaAilNSs, which they 
put round their own Necks, and lament 
the Loſs of that FREE DO M, e 
SPI e they 


Ef v 
1 


„ 045] 
they unbappily conſented to defiroy, and 
which could never have been deſtroyed 


But there is no need of fetching Argu- 
ments, on this Subject, from foreign Na- 
tions. Our bun is too well acquainted 

with the Effects continuing an armed 
Force in Peace, not to apprehend every 
Thing from it, be the Pretence never ſo 
ſpectous.. . 1 2 35 7 1 
Twould be miſpending our Time, to 
recount the Miſchiefs, which have from 
hence happened to his Nation, and I will 
not run back to former Reigns. But I 
cannot forbear obſerving (what * ny very 
good Friend near me hath already hinted) . 
that it was the great Grievance com- 
plained of in the Bill of Rights, and was 
that, from which the Revolution was to 
deliver us. KING WILLIAM 
himſelf, after the Pease of Ryſwick, 
could not obtain above TEN THOU- 
SAND MEN, though he had then 
a more enterprizing, and a more power-. 
ful, Prince to deal with, than any now 
in this Part of the World. And the Pro- 
ceeding of that Houſe of Commons muſt 
be ever juſtify'd by thoſe, who have 25 
leaſt Concern for our Conſtitution, not- 
withſtanding ſome aungrounded Inſinuati- 
ons, that it involved us in @ long and ex- 
Mr, Sn I. . HE 
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penffus War. Beſides, it is every Year de- 
clared in che Act of Mutiny and Deſertion, 
That the Keeping up a Standing Army in 


Time of Peace is againſt Law; and as 


the Freemg us from it, was one of the 


Ends of the Revolution, fo no doubt 
the Preſerving us for ever from any Ar- 

tempt of the like Nature, was one of 
THOSE INNUMERABLE GLORIOUS 
ADVANTAGES propos d by the ACT 
GF SUCCESSION. -- 


But it hath been urged, that % Con- 
ſent of Parliament reconciles all, and 
that Forces ſo continned are not to be ac- 
counted a ſtanding Army, becanſe they are 


intended to keep ont a ſtanding Army; 


which (with the noble Lord's Leave, 


who makes the Diſtinction) is a Notion 
too fine, too Chimerical, to be maintain'd. 
I know indeed it is explained both in 


the Bill of ys and in rh Act of Mu- 


tiny and Deſertion, that the keeping up 


a ſtanding Army in Time of Peace is il- 
legal only, if done without Conſent of 
Parliament. Now this in no Sort weak- 


ens the Argument, as to the Inconvenience 


and Oppreſſion, of which J am ſpeaking. 
For, tho 22 Parliament, in theſe De- 


claratory Laws, ſeems to put in its 


Claim only againſt the Incroachments of 


Lord 3.5. 


the 


es. } 
the Crown, from whence it ſuppos'd ſuch+s 
Oppreſſions were more likely. .to come,, 
than from the Repreſentatives of the" 
People; yet the Conſent of, Parliament 
cannot alter the Nature of- Things, cannot 
hinder the ſame Cauſes from Producing 
the ſame Effect. An Army, tho kept 
up by Conſent of Parliament, will, like 
other Armies, ſoon know its own Strength, 
will in Probability purſue the Dictates of 
Self=-Preſervation, and rather chooſe to 
diſſolve that Authority with which it is 
incompatible, than tamely ſubmit to its 
own Difſolution-. An Army, tho kept up 
by Conſent of Parliament, if it hath no 
Enemies. Abroad, will be apt to make 
Depredations at Home; and I with there 
hath not been ſomething of that Kind, 
done this laſt Tear : I wiſh we have no. 
Complaints, from ſome of our own moſs . 
conſiderable Parliamentary Corporations, 
of Soldiers demanding free Quarter, and 
Inſulting the Chief Magiſtrates for Ex- 
erting the Power we have lodged with 
them, and endeavouring to redreſs the 
Grievances of the poor Inn-teepers and 
Inhabitants. Nay, the Conſent of Par- 
liament is ſo far from altering the Nature 
and Genius of Armies, that a Parliament- 
Amy (conſiſting of about the Number 
now demanded.) once committed greater 
Outrages, and gave a deeper Wound rn 
| | the 


14 : , 3 5 
1 the Cynſtitution, than all the Armies 
1 of the Crown have ever done; and 
THAT ARMY was the Creature of 
it A'PARLIAMENT, which had 
eftabliſh'd itſelf. But, if we were to 
admit, for Argument's ſake, That he 
I Conſent of Parliament could make Armies 
3 more tame and duttile, than they would 
8 otherwiſe be; I think however, it would 
1 not be adviſable for a Parliament, that 
intends to aft rationally, and agreeably, 
1 either to he Principles on which His 
= Majefty's Government, or its own Power, 
i] is founded, to familiarize a Military 
Force to this Free Nation. For the very 
Name and Terror of it, would (without 
Oppreſſion) awe and ſubdue the Spirits of 
the People, extinguiſh their Love of Li- 
berty, and beget a mean and abject Ac- 
quieſcence in Slavery. 


STR, 


1 We have already ſuſpended Some Laws, 
1 and repealed Others, to comply with the 
Wo Neceffries of the Adminiſtration. But 
pray let us not go further, let us not go 
= on to continue the Army, or the greateſt 
1 Part of it: For ſo long as it is continued, 
Wl ſo long is the whole Conſtitution ſuſpended, 
''8 br at leaſt, in the Mercy. of thoſe, whom 
'8 we arm againſt it. . | 


4 : 
: * * « 
x ! ; : 
| : : 
4 - . a 
— 14 x 
1 1 I 
: 
12 N L 
j 
i 


3 2 2 


E 


F 


nenn 8 


[497 


Nur g f 8 7424747 


eee 
ER ol 


nd Dans, 5 


8 P E E c H 


AGAIN S T. 


C ontimung the Army, &e: 


As it was 


Spoken the 5th Day of De 1717: 
IN THE 


Houſe of COMMONS, 185 
7 ee Eq 


H 6 e 2 A Mopar in this 
& Oueſiion; ſince I apprehend 
whatever I can get call my own, to be 
at Stake in the Event of i it, W hether the 

| Army 


TE.» 

Army ſhall be disbanded, or continned, in 
Time of Peace? Whether e ſhall be 
governed by the Magiſtrate, or the Sol- 
dier? or, Whether we ſhall be bond or 
Free ? are, in my Opinion, Onueſtions of 
the ſame Imports 5 
I think myſelf juſtify d in ſaying this, 
from the Examples of moſt Countries in 
Europe. They were once free, but if it be 
inquir d, how,fromaSTATE of FREE- 


DOM they ſank into SLAVERY, it 


will appear, 'Fhat their common Ruin has 
proceeded from the Continuance of Regular 
Troops in Pay, after the Occaſion, for which 
they were raid, was over. 


That his land has retain'd its FREE- 


DOM k longer, than the Countries on the 
Continent, has been imputed to its Situa- 
tion; Which not being ſo much expoſed to 


the Incurfions of its Neighbours, there was 


not the /ike Pretence for Keeping up Re- 
gular Troops.. But the e of 
_ our L4berzzes to this Time, is, in my Opi- 
nion, rather to be aſcribed to the due Senſe 
our Porefathers had of the Danger the 
Publick underwent from iutruſting Princes 
with a ſtanding Force in Time of Peace. 
And alfo to the Meaſure obſerved by the 
Houſe of Commons, in giving fuch Supplies 
Only, as enabled the Prince to live in the 
fall Enjoyment of his Fer ante, with 


£ : * * 
% 


—— 


Liberties of the Subjeft. _ 


and ESSE 2. qu 
Van d the King's Raiſing an Army of Forty 


Pieces in the Field, and Fifteen Hut 


L 
out putting it into his Power to Het the 
From the firſt credible Account of Thin; 8 | 
in zhis Kingdom, down to King Charles 
the Seconds Time, I can find no Inſtance, 


where the Crown kept up Regular Troops 


cond excepted, ok 
He lived in à tempeſtous Age; he had 
Wars abroad, and Commotions at home. 


4 


in Time of Peace, that of Richard the Se- 


TheFIRST REBELLION, headed 


by WATT TYLER, was compoſed 
without Shedding the Blood of any one of 
the Rebels, fave TTLER HIMSELF: 
The King gave them good Words; they 
laid down 7heir Arms, went home, and 
were all pardon d. ANOTHER RE 
BEL LION, of the Men f KENT 
X broke. out, which occa- 


Thouſand Men. The Rebels apply'd b 
Petition to have their Liberties an 
Franchiſes. allow'd them. But the King 
ſpoke to zheſe in a different Style; he told 
them, S SLAVES THEY WERE; 
AND SLAVES THEY SHOULD 
B E. Five Hundred of them were cut t 
| Area 
of them were afterward executed in cold 
A I; n 


4 
F 
; 
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This Severity .aw'd the Nation for 
ewbile, But, the Diſconteut of the Peoplo 


CIs 


— 
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Year of his Reign a Parliament was call'd, 
and, to uſe the Hiſtorian's Words, leſt 1 
ſhould nd any tender Ear, © 41] En- 
„ deavours were uſed to procure ſuch a 
© Parliament as would concur with the 


* King's Deſigns. ” Before they met, For- 


ces were raisd to attend and guard the 


* Parliament ; which might at the ſame 
& 


which this Army conſiſted, Hiſtory is {lent : 
This only we are given to know, that 
Four thouſand of them were ARCHERS, 
and that many of them were CHES- 
HIRE-MEN, It is not to the preſent 
Purpoſe to go over the Extravagancies 
of that Parliament. . 

Into what a Hate Things were brought 
by that King's Condutt, appears from an 
Obſervation made by the ſame Hiſtori an, 
who ſays, © That the, King having thus 


* eftabliſhd hi Power, and put himſelf 
* beyond all Oppoſition, thought himſelf 


* ſecure, and an abſolute Prince. But 
it being laid upon ſuch a Foundation, as 
* begat many. Diſcontents among the 
** People, all the Fabrick prov'd weak, 
© and was ſoon follow'd with Iamentable 

Ruin. When that King's Affairs grew 
deſperate, an Oath was requir'd from the 
Due of Lancaſter; afcerwards Henry the 

: i Fourth, 


* 


J 


ſterwards increaſing, about the twentieth 


Time be an #we upon any Refractory 
& Members. © 'Touching the Numbers of. 


pe Þk 12 FDD 
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Fourth, that he ſhould cauſe the King to 
fend home the CHESHIR E-GUARD, 


which was accordingly done. 


I obſerve in the Debate, it has been 
taken for granted, That the Crown of Eng- 


land has a Right to a Number of Regu- 


lar Troops, under the Denomination of 
GUARDS. This is a Notion I can 


by no means give into. It was not ſo ab 


antiquo. 
The firſt Guards we hear of (the Ye 

men of the Guard, which were conſtituted 

by Henry the Seventh, being of another 


| Kind) were in Charles the Second's Time. 
That Prince, immediately after his Re- 
ftoration, got together a ſmall Number of 


Guards, which at firſt ſeem'd to be meant 
only to add to the Equipage and Splendor 


of the Court. But it ſoon appear'd, that 


he had other Vicus: The Guards, by 


adding Men to Troops and Companies, 
and Troops and Companies to Regiments, 
were inſen/ibly increaſed ; ſo that in the 


Year 1677, they were got up to Frvs 
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 


NINETY MEN. Few Sefſions paſs d, 
but they were taken Notice of in the 
Houſe of Commons, and though Money 
was not ask'd of Parliament for their 
Support, yet they occaſioned a general 
Uneaſineſs. = 


R + About 
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About that Time, there was a Proſpe 
of a Var with France, on which Pretenee 
if an Army was raisd. But, the Var not 
1 proceeding, an Act paſs d, which gave the 
King SIX HUNDRED AND NINE. 
j TEEN T HoOuSAND, THREE H UN- 
4 DARED AND EIGHTY EIGHT POUNDS, 
0 for disbanding the Army. When the Par- 
liament met again, they were told from 
the Throne, That the Forces were ſtill 
« kept on Foot for the Preſervation of our 
&E Netghbours, who otherwiſe had abſo- 
© Imtely deſpaired ; and for preſerving 
what was left in Flanders; and, that 
the King was confident no Body would 
© repine at the Employing that Money, 
* which was raisd for the Disbanding 
of the Army, for the Continuance of it. 
This did not /at7sf the Houſe, and they 
came to a Reſolution, © That it was ne- 
* ceflary for the Safety of his Majeſty's 
«. Perſon, and preſerving the Peace of the 
* Government, That all Forces raifed 
e {ance the Twenty ninth of September 
* 1677, /hould be disbanded. Whereupon 
that Parliament, which went under the 
Name of the PENSIONER-PAR- 
LIAMENT, was difolved. 

The new Parliament, which met on 
the Firſt of March following, had the 
ſame Apprehenſions of Regular Troops. || 
Money was given to disbaud them, _ ; 

| | the 
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the AF directed, That it ſhould be paid 


into the Chamber of London, and Cum- 
miſſuners of their own were appointed ta 
ſee it apply'd to that Uſe. Whatever 
Difidence of the King this might imply, 
I do not find that ANY ME MBER 
loſthis LIBERTY for FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH on that Occaſion. 'The 
Opinion that Parliament had of a Standing 
Army appears in the Reſolution they came 
to, © That the Continuance of Standing 
* Forces in this Nation, other than the 


& Militia, was illegal, and a great Grie- 


Cc + 


wance and Yexation to the People. 

I ſhall now take Leave to conſider the 
Arguments advanced for continuing SIX 
TEEN THOUSAND, THREE 
HUNDRED, FORTY SEVEN 
ME N, for the enſuing Year. 

-It is ſaid, pp 


THAT there is a Diſaffefied Party 
in the Kingdom, which makes an 
Army necelſary. | fe 

If this Argument will prevail, tis ſtrange 
it has not prevail'd for $ix Hundred Tears 
paſt ; ſince no Period within that Time 
can be aſſign'd, wherein this Argument 
was not as ſtrong, as in the preſent. 
During the /ong Controverſy between the 


Houſes of York and Lancaſter touching 
the Right of Succeſſion, (in which each 


E 2 Side 
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| Side had its Turn of being Uppermoſ?) one 
dl. would think, it ſhould have been natural 
4 for the prevailing Party, in order to their 
Security, to have inſiſted on the Continu- 
| ance of their Regular Troops, at leaſt for 
a Time. There was A PRETENDER 
to the Crown, who had a ſtrong Party in 
the Nation, and the Government was in- 
ſecure till the Spirit of Rebellion was ſup- 
preſs d. It might then, with an Appear- 
ance of Reaſon, have been inſiſted on, 
That the Taxes on the Diſaffefted ſhould 
be increasd, that. thoſe, who occaſion'd 
the Eæpence, ſhould bear the Burihen, 
till the Danger was over. 1 
Why this /orz of Reaſouing did not then 
prevail, is obvious. They ſaw it was un- 
af to truſt any Prince, even ONE OF 
THEIR OWN SETTING UP, 
with ſuch a Power, which, if ill apply'd, 
might enſlabe them. ETA 
Another Period of Time I ſhall take 
Notice of is, that of Oneen Elizabeth's 
Reign. The Diſafettion to Her in the 
Beginning of it was great, occaſion'd by 
the Reformation in Religion, and the Ap- 
plication of Eccleſiaſtical Revenues to 
Secular Uſes. Many Plots there were 
againſt her Liſe. SPAIN (one of the 
greateſt Powers in Europe at that Time) 
attempted an IN VAS oN, and a more 
proper Juncture could not have happen d., 
Fe | | wherein 
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wherein to have ask'd for an Army. But, 
inſtead of that, the greateſt Part of the 
Forces then got together, to oppoſe the 
INV ASTON, conſiſted of MIL IT IA, 
and as ſoon as the A RMA DA was [cat- 
tered, the Army was disbanded : That 


 Oxeen being ſenſible, that the true, the 


only, Support of the Crown, was the 


_ Good-will and 4fFeftions of the People. 


Another Argument brought for the Conti- 


uuance of the Army is, FD 
THAT the Denying it does in- 
ſinuatèe a Diftruſt of his Majeſty. 


How diſingenuous and Unpar/iamentary 


a Way of Arguing this is, let Gentlemen 


judge, For, to draw that ſacred Name 
into a Debate, muſt put every Body to 
Pain, who takes the other Side of the 
Oueſtion, in Regard it may be conſtrued, 
that the /irouger the Argument is, the 


greater is the Diſtruſt. 


But his Reaſoning, in my Opinion, 
turns quite another Way, and inſtead of 
implying a Diſtruſt, argues the greateſt 
Regard to the Safety of His Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government. W ho can anſwer 
for the Caprice of an Army, when once 
eftabliſh'd 9 1 „ „ 

Although no Man living has a greater 


Eſteem than my ſelf for zhoſe honourable 


E 3 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, who have with ſo much 
Bravery ſerv'd their Country in a Military 
Way, nor ſhall any Man go further in re- 
warding their Services ; yet the common 
Experience of Mankind demonſtrates, 
That it is not reaſonable to expect an 
Army ſhould be always in the ſame Hu- 
mor. AUGUSTUSCASAR livd 
in great Peace and Security with the 
PRATORIAN BANDS, which had put 
an End to the ROMAN LIBE R- 
TIE S. But the Caſe was different with 
his Succefſſors. For of Twenty Six Em- 
perors, no leſs than Sixteen were pull'd to 
pieces by their n Soldiers. Did not the 
Army here in England, in the TIMES 
or USURPATION, if I may be allow'd 
to name them, in a ſhort Space, change 
the Government into Ten ſeveral Forms ? 
What Treatment did the Parliament, 
who had raised and ſupported them, meet 
with from them 2 They beſet the Houſe, 
repulsd Many Members who would have 
come in, Others they dragged out even by 
the Legs, and at length they were A1. 
turned out, and the Doors ſhut up. I ſay 
this with the more 4ſurance, having had 
the Account from an Honourable Perſon, 
lately dead, who was an Fye-witneſs of 
it. T his Army, tis true, (which conſiſted 
of about SEVENTEEN THOUSAND 
MEN) afterwards brought in King Charles 
1 N „ 
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the Second. But that Prince ſoon dixban- 


ded them, being well aware, that the 


ſame Army, which brought him in, ſhould 
their Minds change, might again turn him 
out. 


This Objection, drawn from a Di/truff 


of his Majeſty, deſerves another Name. 


"Tis an Honeſt, tis a reaſonable, Fealouſy 
of the growing Power of the Crown, which 
thoſe, that went before us, always avow'd. 
May it not with Parity of Reaſon be 
ſaid, That becauſe I will not conſent, that 


the King ſhall by his Proclamation raiſe 
A 


Money without Parliament, that this is a 
Diſtruſt of his Majeſty ? Becauſe I will 
not conſent to give up Magna Charta, 
and accept of a new Patent at Pleaſure, 
may not this likewiſe be call'd a Diſtraſt 
of his Majeſty ? But, ſuppoſe from an 


Opinion of the Virtue of the Troops; from 


an Opinion, that Men in Power will not 


make an #/] Uſe of it; that thoſe, who may 
be Mafters, will chooſe to continue Ser- 


wants ; that Men under the ſame Circum- 


ftances will not do the ſame Things; and 


that we ſhould conſent, for ourſelves, to 
depofite our Liberties in their Hands for 
a while; will any one ſay, that we have 


an Authority alſo to conſent on the Behalf 


of thoſe we Repreſent ? A Sum of Money, a 


Jewel, or other valuable Thing, is coms © 


mitted to my Care; I, without the Ozwner's 
1 E 4 Conſont, 
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Conſent, leave it inthe Poſſeſſion of another ; 
although the Perſon with whom I left it, 
does not actually embezz/e the Money, or 
detain the Feel, yet dol break my Truſt, 
by putting it into his Porzper ſo to do. 
It is ſelf-evident, that by keeping up 
ſuch a Number of Forces, who may, when 
they are diſpoſed, controul the Power of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, that the Strength 
and Security of our Conſtitution is at an 
End, and that we have no other Rule of 
Government left, than Will and Pleaſure. 
The Notion I have of SLAVERY is 
the being ſubjected to the Mill of another; 
and notwithſtanding the Rod be not al- 
ways on my Back, or the Dragoon in my 
Houſe ; yet, if it is not in my Poꝛver to 
prevent its being ſo, I am no longer free. 
After AUGUSTUS had eſtabliſhed his 
ErickT THroUus AND REGULAR 
 TRooPres, the Roman Conſtitution 
was as much at an End, as. it was in 
NER O's Time. Although the T Y- 
RANNY wasnot by JUGUSTUS 
exercisd with the /ike Severity it was by 
his Succefſors; yet, from the Time his 
Power became irreſiſtible, the ROMANS 


were Slaves. 


Another Argument us d for this Number 
of Troops is, | ee: 


THAT 


7 MOL? * 
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THAT there are no Thoughts of Efta- 
 bliſhing them, but ouly Continuing 
them for a Tear. 2 8 


If the Notion be true, which no Gentle- 
man in the Debate has Jeny'd, That the 
Number of diſciplind Men now conten- 
ded for, are ſuffcient to diftate to the 
greateſt Number undiſciplin'd ; I deſire to 

know whoſhall dare to bid them go Home? 
_ *Tis ſaid indeed the Parliament will not 
provide for them: Why may not they then, 

as others in their Circumſtances have done, 
PROVIDE FOR THEMSELVES? 
Is it reaſonable to think, that Men will 
ſtarve with Swords in their Hands? 

I am ſenſible, that I have too much 
treſpaſſed on Gentlemens Patience. I ſhall 
ſay no more, but that Bodies Political, as 
well as natural, have their Periods : G O- 


VERNMENT S muſt die, as well as 


Men; Ours is grown old and cragy, and 
though She has ſuroiv'd her Neig hbours, 
yet I fear her DAY approaches. 


| 
| 
| 
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0 mimi the Army, do. 


As it was | 
Spoken the 75 Day of nn 1717 
IN THE 


Houſe of COMMONS, 


By Sir Tho, Hanmer, Barr. 


SIR, 


Cannot e troubling you 
with a few WWords upon this 
> Þ Subject, tho I can neither flat- 
9 ter myſelf with the Hopes of 

© convincing any One, nor pre- 
tend to be able to ot er any Thing to your 
Conſideration, which has not in a better 
Manner 


mean, the Empire, France and Holland, 
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Manner been urged already. But I am 


truly concern'd for the Mz/chiefs, which 
I think we are giving Way to; and if I 
cannot prevent them, it will be a Satiſ- 
faction to me at leaſt to proteſt againſt 


them. ; 


All Gentlemen, who have ſpoke in this 
Debate, have, for their diferent Opinions, 
agreed in one Thing, to preſs very much 
the Argument of Danger; and the only 


| OQneſtion is, on which Side the Danger 


lies ; whether to the Government without 
a MILITARY FORCE to ſupport it, 
or to the Conſtitution and Liberties of 

Great-Britain from that MILITAR 
FORCE, if it be allow'd to continue in 


th 


As to the Dangers, which threaten the 


Government, I think I am not willing to 
overlook them. But I hope we may be 


excusd, if we cannot be convinc'd of 
Dangers, which no Man, that I hear, 
pretends to plain to us. 4 
Abroad, the State and Circumftances of 
Europe happen to be ſuch, that I think it 


is hard to ſuppoſe a Time poſſible, when 


there ſhall be /z/s Appearance, or Appre- 
Henſion, of any immediate Diſturbance to 


this Kingdom. The three great Powers, 


thoſe which are noſt confiderable in them- 
ſelves, and of neareſt Concern to us, I 


are. 
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are ſo far from being at any Enmity with 
us, that they are all of them our faſt 
Priends and Allies; at leaſt we are told ſo, 
and hear very often a great deal of boaſt- 


ing upon that Suljedt, whenever the Ad- 


miniſtration of the Government is to be 
extoll d, and the Merits of it are to be ſet 
forth to us. Upon Zhoſe Occaſions we hear 
of nothing, but the wiſe and uſeful Trea- 
ties, which have been made; the great 
Influence, which we have acquird in 


Foreign Courts and Councils; and the ſolid 


Foundations, which are laid for our “e- 


curity. But, when in Conſequence of theſs 


great Things, we come to talk of reducing 
Forces; then I obſerve the Language is 
quite turn d the other May; then we are 
in the weakeſt and moſt inſecure Condi- 
tion imaginable ; there is no Dependence 


upon any Thing, and we muſt even be 
thought diſafetied to the Government, if 


we will not believe, that we are ſurrounded 
on all Sides with the greateſt Dangers. 
But, in the midſt of theſe Contrarietics 
and Contradictions, I think we need not 
be at any Loſs what our Cyndudt ought to 
be, if we will but have Regard to thoſe 


plain Rules and Maxims, which bave 


always been obſervd in the lie Caſes 

with that which is now before us. 57 

It would certainly be an endleſs Thing, 

for an Houſe Commons to enter . 
SEED | | E. 5 
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SECRETS OF STAT E, and to 


debate upon the different Views, and In- 


tereſts, and Intrigues of foreign Courts ; 
what FJealouſies are among them, and 
what Treaties are on foot to reconcile. 
them. If we'take ſuch Things into our 
Conſiderations, to guide us in Onueſtions 
concerning our own Guards and Garriſons 
here at home, we ſhall be in a Labyrinth 
indeed, and muſt be compell'd at laſt to 
put an abſolute Truſt in the Government ; 
becauſe they only know the Truth of ſuch 
Matters, and from them we muſt be con- 
tent to receive whatſoever Account they 


think fit to give us of them. But the on- 


ly Thing proper for us to look to is, what 
is plain and obvious to the Senſe of all 
Mankind, I mean, Ihen are the Times 
of preſent Peace. There need no Refine- 


. ments of Politics to know that; and I 


will venture to ſay, that during ſuch Times 
of Peace, no remote Fears, no Arguments 


drawn from Contingencies of what may be 


hereafter, have ever yet brought this Na- 
tion into a Conceſſion ſo fatal to Liberty, 
as the Keeping up of Sanding Forces, when 
there is no other Employment for them, 
but to inſult and oppreſs their Fellow-Sub- 
jets. I ſay, there has hitherto been no 
Precedent of that kind, and the Misfor- 
tune of this Caſe is, there will need but 
One Precedent in it; One wrong Step taken 

| in 
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in this Particular may put an End to all 
your CLAIMS OF RIGHTS 
AND PRIVILEGES. 

And, on the other Hand, I beg it may 


[| 


not be taken for granted, that, it we 41/- 


9niſs our Soldiers, we ſhall therefore leave 
ourſelves naked, and void of all Protection 


againſt any ſudden Danger, that my ariſe. 


No Sir, Providence has given us the bef# 
Protection, if we do not fooliſhly throw 
away the Benefit of it. Our Situation, 
that is our natural Protection, Our Fleet 
is our Protection; and, if we could ever 


be ſo happy, as to ſee it rightly purſued, 
A GOOD AGREEMENT BE- 
TWIXT THE KING AND 
PEOPLE, uniting and acting toge- 


ther in ONE NATIONAL I N- 


TEREST, would be ſuch a Protection, 
as none of our Enemies would ever hope 
to break through. 0 TH 


It is a very melancholy 'Thing to me to 
hear any other Notions of Government ad- 
vanced here; and that his Majeſty, either 
from his private or his General Council, 
ſhould ever, upon this Subject, have any 
Thing inculcated to him, but this great 
Truth, That the True AND ON I. v 
Suy PORTO AN ENGLISH 
PRINCE Dots, AN D OUGHT TO 
Cos Is TIN THE AFFECTIONS. 
ar HIS PEQP LE, It is That ſhould 

 firengthen 


doing of it by keeping up a Number of Lan 
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flrengthen his Hands; it is That ſhould 
give Him Credit and Autbority in the 
Eyes of other Nations; and to think © 


Forces here at Home, ſuch a Number, as 
can have any Ae or Influence over the 
great Powers on the Continent, is, I think, 
one of the wildeſt Imaginations, that 


ever entered into the Heart of Man. The 


only Strength of this Nation muſt always 
conliſt in the Riches of it ; Riches muſt 


be the Fruits of Publick Liberty; and the 


People can neither acquire Riches, nor 
the King have the Dſe of them, but by. a 


Government founded in their Inclinatious 


and Affection. 7 

If this be true, then of Conſequence it 
follows, That whoever adviſes his Majeſty 
to aim at any additional Security to him- 
ſelf from a Standing Army, inſtead of in- 
creaſing his Strength, does really diminiſh 
it, and andermine his true Support, by 
robbing him of the Hearts of his Subjects. 
For this I take for granted, that as there 
are but 7wo Mays of Governing, the one 
by Force, and the other by the Affections 


of the People governed, it is impoſſible for 


any Prince to have them bozh, He muſt 
chooſe which of the two he will ſtick to; 
for he can have but one. If he is Maſter 
of their 4fettions, he ſtands in no need of 
Force; and if he will make Uſe of Foxce, 
nr: 
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it is in vain for him to expe77 their 4277+. 
ons. For it is not in Nature, and it can ne- 
ver be brought to paſs, that Men can /ove a 
Government, under which they are /oaded+ 
_ evith-heavy Taxes, and pay a conſiderable 
Part of their Eſtates to maintain an 
Army, which in/ults them in the Poſſeſſion 
of the Refi, and can turn them out of the 


Whole, whenever they pleaſe. 


With Submiſſion therefore the Argument 
is taken by the pong End, when it is ſaid, 


There are great Animoſitics in the King- 
dom, the People are diſafefted, and upon 


_ that Account, there is a Neceſſity of keeping 


4p an Army. It concludes much righter 


the other Way; that is, Diſmiſs your 
Army, and give no other Cauſe of Suſpi- 


cion, that any Part of the Conſtitution is 


to be invaded, and the People will be 


zell-affetted. Upon any other foot, than 
this, Nhat MINISTER will ever care, 
whether he does right or wrong ? it is 
not his Concern, whether the People are 
eaſy or uneaſy ; his Army 18 his Depen- 


dence : Nay, and the more, by his wicked 
Counſels, he exaſperates and enrages the 


People, the ſtronger he makes his Pre- 
tence for maintaining and increaſing that 


Army, which ſupports him. 


What I have ſaid, I confeſs, goes upon 


a Suppofition, that the Numbers contain'd 


in thè Eſtimate, and in the Queſtion before 


you, 


Ne 1 On ©, Les „ 
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you, do make an Army formidable enough, 
and able to enſlabe this Nation; of 
which indeed there remains no Doubt with 
me. In the Manner thoſe Forces are con- 


flituted, I think, a Prince, who would 
wiſh to be arbitrary, could deſire no more; 


and if he had all the Power in his Hands, 
I think, for his own ſake, he would keep 
a0 mot; ot 
Of ꝛꝝhat Nature the Redudctions have 


been, other Gentlemen have ſo fully e- 
plain d, and I believe it fo generally un- 


derſtood, that it will be needleſs for me 


to dwell upon it. But the HHort of the 


Caſe is this, That, out of THIR x I 
Two THovsanD MEN, thirteen 
Regiments only have been disbanded, which 
do not amount to more than five or //x 
T houſand, beſides a few Invalids, which 
were taken from the E/tabliſhment gf the 
Army, and put upon the Eſtabliſbment of 
the Hoſpital. So that there are the Corps 
now ſub/iſting of more than PW] ENT IT 
Five THOUS AND MEN, which 
Corps may be filled up to their entire Com- 
plement, whenſoever the Government 
pleaſes, and that even without any Noiſe. 
or Notice taken, For the Caſe is very 
different in that reſpect, where the Re- 
gimentr are fem, and thoſe kept complent. 


There, if the Numbers allowed by At of 
Parliament are exceeded, it muſt be by 


F raiſing 


— 


„ Be 


| { 79] . 
raiſing new Regiments, which is eaſily 
ſeen and known. But where the Corps 
are kept up with only a fezw Men in them, 
and ſome Recruits will always be ne 
1 ceſſary for them, there, if the Government 
is willing to be at the Charge, they may 
| keep the Numbers up to what they pleaſe, 
1 and it is impoſſible to know when the Par- 
Hiamentary Standard is exceeded, and 
when not. Thus therefore ſtands our 
Account. In the firſt Place, the Publick 
is to pay BIGHTEEN THO U- 
SAND. MEN: in the next Place the 
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'Doulz; 1_belieye. his Majefty is too good 
to be ſuſpetted of any arbitrary, Deſigns. 
But yet there is a general Suſpicion, Wh: 


| 


— ? 


I will never be aſhamed or afraid to own; 
becaufe it is a Suſpicion interwoven in 
our Conſtitution ; it is a Suſpicion, upon 
which our Laws, our Parliament, and 


every Part of our Government is founded; 


which. is, That too much Power lodged 
'> in the Crown, (abſtracting from the Per- 
d en that wears it) will at ſome Time of 
is other be abuſed in the Exerci/e of it, and 
iS can never long conſiſt with the natural 
J- | Rights and Liberties of Mankind. And 
ne || therefore, whatever Opinions we have of 
x. || bis Majeſty's Goodneſs, and how much 
'Þ | ſoever he deſerves them, We ſhould ſtill 
N . | conſider, that in hir Place we are un 

iſe || 2 Aiſtinèt Duty to our Country, and by 
„er that Duty we ſhould be as incapable of 
1 org up ſuch an umwarrantable Traft, as 
U- 4is Majeſty. I am perſwaded, would be 
1 | 7ncapable ot abuſing it, if he had it in his 
the | Hands. Thoſe we repreſent will expect, and 


they ought to expect, from us, that they 
ſhould not only continue to enjoy what 
belongs to them, as ENGL ISHMEN; 
but that they ſhould hold it ſtill. ax the 
ſame Tenure. Their Eftates, their Lives, 
and their Liberties they have bitherto 
poſeſs'd, as their Rights, and it would be 


à very great and a ſad Change, and fuch 


as ſhall never have my Conſent along with 
it, to make them only Ti endanutsS at Hill tos 
chem. 201 , lil 0 in 
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REASONS 


Given by the Lords who Proteſted 


againſt the BILL for Lee 
_—_— Kc. | 


Die Jovi, 20* February, 1717. 


22 Oueſtion Was pur, That it be an In- 
. ſeruttion to the Committee of the whole 
. . Houſe, to whom the Bill, Entitled, An 

Act for puniſhing Matiny and Deſertion, g 

and for the better Payment of the Army 

and their Quarters, ſtands committed ; 

That they do provide, that no Paniſh- 

ment ſhall be inflitted at any Court 

Martial, which hall extend to Lije 


v4 go * * 


fs a 


* 


3 was Nes in the N rgative. 


„ Diflentient, 


L Ecauſe the Exerciſe of Martial "Fa 
. in time of Peace, with ſuch Power, 
as isgiven by this Bill to inflict Puniſhments 
extending to Life and Limb, was not in 
the firſt Year of this Reign, nor hath in 
1 8 4 any 


* 


7300 
any former Reign been allowed within 


this Kingdom, by Conſent of Parliament; 


but hath, upon any Attempts made to in- 
troduce ſuch a Power, been opposd and 
condemn'd by Parliament, as repugnant 
to Magna Charta, and: inconſiſtent with 


the waer Rights and Liberties of 


a free People. 
II. Becauſe, after the Peace of Ryſwick 
and that of Utrecht, in the ſeveral Reigns 


of King William and Queen Anne of Glo- 


rious and Ever Bleſſed Memories, no ſuch 
Power was given to any Court Martial; 
yet it is well known, that the Forces then 
continued on Foot were kept in exact 
Diſcipline and Order 0 

III. Becauſe it is not 3 4 either 
by this Bill, or by any other known Law 
or Rule, what Words or Facts amount to 
Mutiny or Deſertion, or to an Exciting, 


Cauſing, or Joining in Mutiny ; and con- 


ſequently the Judges of a Court Martial 
have it in their Power, to declare what 


Words or Facts they think fit to be Mutiny 


or Deſertion, and to take away the Life 
of any Officer or Soldier by ſuch an Arbi- 
trary Deciſion, 

IV. Becauſe, ſhould Death be engl 


the proper Puniſhment in time of Peace 


for Mutiny or Deſertion, or even for the 
leaſt Diſobedience to any lawful Com- 
mand; 3 yet, as we conceive, the Naturo 


#23 of 


L740 
ol ſuch Offences ought firſt to have been 
aſcertained by this. Bill; and' the ſaid 
Offences being declared Capital, the Tryal 
thereof ought to have been left to the or- 
dinary Courſe , of Law; in Conſequence 
whereof the Officers and Soldiers would, 

1 ſuch Tryals, have been entitled to all 
thoſs valuable Privileges, which are the 
Birth-right of every Hriton. Nor doth it 
appear to us, That any Inconvenience 
could thereby have ariſen to the Publick 
in time of Peace; at leaſt, not any ſuch as 
ran juſtify our Depriving the Soldiery of 
thoſe Legal Rights, which belong to the 
meaneſt of their r ene ig _ even 
to the vileſt of Malefactors. 


2 hen a . Motion: ne "WF 515 150 
ueftion being put, That it be an In- 
Fi to the ſaid Committee of the 
whole Houſe, That they do make an 
 effetinal Proviſion to Gow the Obedi- 
ence both of the Officers and Soldiers, 
ro be continued by this Bill, to the Ci- 
vil Magiſirate according to Law. | 


4 Was Reſolved i in the Negative. 


| Difſntient ite ot 

I. Becauſe no Proviſion whutſtever, is 
made by this Bill for Securing the Obedi- 
euoe of the — to the Civil Power, 
2 


ES 


on whith the a of our Conſtitu- 
. tion depen og 
II. Becauſe we conceive; that a great 
Number of armed Men governed by Mar- 
tial Law, as they have it in their Power, 
ſo are naturally inclined not only to diſ- 
obey, but to inſult the Authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; and we are confirmed in 
this Opinion, as well by the Experience of 
what hath happened here at Home, as by 
the Hiſtories of all Ages and Nations ; 
from which it appears, that wherever-an 
effectual Provifion hath not been made to 
ſecure the Obedience of the Soldiers to the 
Laws of their Country, the Military hath 
conſtantly ſabverted and ſwallowed up the 
Civil Power. ep) 


Devonſoire, +7 en 5a ,, 

MW. Ebor Willougbby Br. P. Hereford' 2 
Buckingham, Tovnſbend, Berkeley, Sir. 
Angleſey, Boyle, | Northampion, 
Jo. Minton Briſtol, Iay, 

North and Grey, Carlton, Heſton, 
Scarſdale, Foley, © Manſel, 
Sirafford, Tedcaſter, Fr. Roſfen 
Poulet, Geer, on 
Cuilford, Rutland, Fr. Ceſtrien 
Delorain, _ Montjoy, | Geo. Brifto 
Abingdon, Bathurſt, Compton, 
Dartmouth, Lumley,  Maſham, 
Belba ven,  Trever, © Greenwich. 


Jo. London © Bingley, 


F 4 Die 


8 170 
eye 


Dis Lunz, 24 February, 4727. 


29 | n being put, Whether this 
Bill Hal, a | 


7 ; was Re feed in he Afirmatie 


Darin 


L | Ecauſe the Nabe of Sixteen Thou- 
ſand Three Hundred Forty Seven 
Men is declar d neceſſary by this Bill, but 
it is not therein declard, nor are we 
able, any Way, to ſatisfy Ourſelves, from 
whence that Neceſſity ſhould ariſe : The 
Kingdom being now (God be prais'd) in full 
Peace, without any juſt Apprehenſion, 
either of Inſurrections at Home, or Inva- 
ſions from Abroad. 
II. Becauſe ſo numerous a Force is near 
double to what hath ever been allow'd 
within this Kingdom, by Authority of Par- 
liament in Times of publick Tranquillity ; 
and being, as we conceive, no Ways ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport, may (we fear) endan- 
ger our Conſtitution; which hath never 
yet been entirely ſubverted, but by a 
2 Army. 
5 . '£ III. Be- 


Le 

III. Betauſe che Charge of keeping up 
8 great a Force, ought not unneceſſarily 
to be laid on the Nation, already over- 
burthen'd with heavy Debts; and this 
Charge we conceive to be ſtill more un- 
neceſſarily increas d by the great Number 
of Officers, now kept on the Eſtabliſhment, 
in Time of Peace; a Number far greater 
(in Proportion to that of the Soldiery 
commanded by them) than hath ever yet 
been thought requiſite in times of actual | 
Mar.. 

Iv. Becauſe ſuch a Number of Soldiers, 
diſpers' d in Quarters throughout the King: 
dom, may occaſion great Hardſhips, and 
become very grievous to the People, and 
thereby cauſe, or increaſe, their Diſ- 
— and will probably ruin many of 
his Majeſty's good Subjects, on whom they 
ſhall be quartered, and who have been 
already, by that Means, greatly impo- 
veriſh'd. 

V. Becauſe tack a Standing Force, dan- 
gerous in it ſelf to a Free People in Time 
of Peace, is, in our Opinion, render'd-yet 
more dangerous by their being made ſub- 
ject to Martial Law; a Law unknown to 
our Conſtitution, deſtructive of our Liber- 
ties, not. endur'd by our Anceſtors, and 
never mention'd in any of our Statutes, 
but in order t to condemn it. 


: VI. Be- 
838 4 ; 1 * 


. 

VI. Becauſe the Officers and Soldiers 
themſelves, thus fubjected to Martial Law, 
are thereby, upon their Tryals, diveſted 
of all thoſe Rights and Privileges, which 
render the People of this Realm the Envy 
of other Nations, and become liable to 
ſuch Hardſhips and Puniſhments, as the 
Lenity and Mercy of our known Laws 
vtterly diſallow; and we cannot but 
_ think thoſe Perſons beſt prepar'd, and moſt 
eafily tempted, to ſtrip others of their 
Rights, who have already loſt their own. 
VII. Becaufe a much larger Juriſdiction 
is given to 'Courts-Martial by this Bill, 
than to us ſeems neceſſary for maintaining 
Diſcipline in the Army; ſuch Juriſdiction 
extending not only to Mutiny, Deſertion, 
Breach of Duty, and Diſobedience to mili- 
tary Commands, but alſo to all Immorali- 
ties, and every Inſtance of Misbehaviour, 
which may be committed by any Officer, 
or Soldier towards any of his Fellow- Sub- 
jets: By which Means, the Law of the 
Land, in Cafes proper to be judg d by 
that alone, may, by the ſummary Methods 
of Proceedings in Courts-Martial, be ob- 
ſtructed, or ſuperſeded, and many grie- 
vous Offences may remain unpuniſn'd. 

VIII. Becauſe the Officers conſtituting a 
Court: Martial do at once ſupply the Place 
of Judges and Jurymen, and ought there» 
fore, as we conceive, to be ſworn ws 
TICS +& | | their 
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their Trying any Offence whatſoever; and 
yet it is provided by this Bill, that ſucks 
Officers ſhall be ſworn upon their Trying 
ſuch Offences only, as are puniſhable by 
Death; which Proviſion we apprehend td 
be defectivs, and unwarranted by any Pre. 


cedent: There being no Inſtance, within 


our Knowledge, wherein the Judges of 
any Court, having Cognizance of Capital 
and Leſſer Crimes, are under the Obliga2 


tion of an Oath, in K pate of hows cnn, and | 


nor of the other. 
IX. Becauſe the Articles af War, thought 
neceſſary to ſecure the Diſcipline of the 


Army in Caſes unprovided for by this Bil, 


ought, in our Opinion, to have been in- 
ſerted therein, in like Manner as the Ara 
ticles and Orders for Regulating and Go 


verning the Navy were Enacted in the 


Thirteenth Year of King Charles tha 
Second; to the End that due Confideras 


tion might have been had by Parliament, 


of the Duty enjoin'd by each 
the Soldiers, and of the Meaſure of their 
Puniſhment. Whereas the Sanction of 
Parliament is now given by this Bill ta 
what they have had n ann to 


conſider. 

X. Becauſe the Clauſe i in the Bill, ena⸗ 
bling his Majeſty to eſtabliſh Articles of 
War, and erect Courts Martial, with 
Power to try and determine any Offences; 
| a a 
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[ 8 ] 
to be ſpecify d in ſuch Articles, and to in- 
flict Puniſhments for the ſame, within this 
Kingdom, in time of Peace, doth, as we 
conceive, in all thoſe Inſtances, veſt a ſole 
Legiſlative Power in the Crown; which 
Power, how ſafely ſoever it may be 


lodg d with his preſent Majeſty, and how 


tenderly ſoever it may be exercis d by him, 
may yet prove of dangerous Conſequence, 
ſhould it be drawn into Precedent in fu- 
—_— wa: dt m 55-20; 

XI. Becauſe the Clauſe in the Bill al- 


ledg'd to: be made, for. enabling honeſt 
_ Creditors to recover their juſt Debts from 
Soldiers, ſeems to us, rather. to. give a 


Protection to the Soldiers, than any real 
Advantage to his Creditor, or other Per- 
ſon, having juſt Cauſe of Action againſt 
him. It protects the Perſon of a Soldier 
from Executions, as well as Meſne Pro- 
ceſs, for any Debt under Ten Pounds; 
and it protects the Eſtate and Effects, as 
well as the Perſon, of every Soldier, from 
all other Suits, but for Debt, where the 
Cauſe of Action doth not amount to the 
like Sum. And in other Caſes, where the 


Cauſe of Action exceeds that value, Plain- 


tiffs are in many Inſtances put under ſuch 
unreaſonable Difficulties, as we conceive, 
before they can be allow'd even to com- 
mence . their Suit, that their bare Com- 
pliance therewith may become more grie- 
VOUS 


[81 1 


. vous to them, than the Loſs of their Debt, 
5 or a quiet Submiſſion to the Wron 
8 ſuſtained. By which Means, his Majeſty's 
good Subjects may be highly injur'd in 
g their Properties, and inſulted in their Per- 
+ | ſons, by the Soldiery, and yet be deprived 
| of the legal Remedies appointed for the 
5 Redreſs of ſuch Grievances. . 
t M. Fbor Boyle, Manſel, - 

a Northampton, Tedcafter, Dartmouth, 
a Straford, Bute,  - Batburſt, 
1 | Scarſdale, | Guilford, . P. Hereford' 
— Fr. Cæſtrienſ Litchfield, Fr. Roffen 
ſt Priſtol, Harcourt, Weſton, ; 
r Cover, North and  , Trevor, | 
” Greenwich, | Grey, Oxford, fl) 
3 | Compton, Foley, bingdon. 
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Lord a bars 


SPEECH 


Againſt the OccasI10NAL Conrormity Bill, 


December the I r9rh 1718. 


* AVING never treſpaſſol on 
4851 your Patience before, I * 
hope for the readier Excuſe, if 
I trouble you for once, and '[ 
give you my Word, that no In- 
dulgence fhall Kun me to make a 
Dore A EF | b 

My Lords, NA e 

1 always underſtood that the Toleration 
was meant as an Eaſe to tender Conſcien- 

ces, and not an Indulgence to hardened 

ones. The Act to prevent Occaſional 


Conformity corrects only a" particular 


Crime of particular Men ; it concerns no 
other Set of Diſſenters, but thoſe Follo- 
of Judas who came to the Lord's 

Ako to ſell and betray him; this Crime, 
however palliated or defended, even by 
ſome — Fathers of the Church, is 
no 


> 
4 
S 
) 


L831 
no leſs than making the God of Truth as 
it were in Perſon ſubſervient to Acts of 


Hypocriſy; no leſs than, ſacrificing the 
Myſtical Body and Blood of our Saviour 


to worldly and ſiniſter Purpoſes. An Im- 
piety of the higheſt Nature, which in 
Juſtice calls for Correction, and in Cha- 
rity for Prevention. „„ 


- 


The bare receiving the Holy Euchariſt 


could never be intended fimply as a Qua- 


lification for an Office, but as an open 
Declaration, and indubitable Proof of 
being a ſincere Member of the Church. 


| Whoever preſumes to receive it with any 


other View profanes it, -and may be ſaid 
to ſeek his Preferment in this World, by 
eating and drinking to his own Damna- 
Nen in the nenhe;..5, to tos +. 
It is very ſurprizing to hear the Merit 
of Diſſenters ſo highly 8 and mag- 


nified within theſe Walls; for who is he 


amongſt us, that cannot tell of ſome An- 
ceſtor either Sequeſter d or Murther'd by 


them. It is notoriouſly known, that they 


brought the Royal Martyr to the Block; 


but to extenuate that Guilt in W 
the Presbyterians, it ſeems to be inſi- 


* 


nuated by a very learned Lord, that they 


perform'd good Offices. at laſt, and were 
Inſtruments in the Reſtoration. What 


Offices, what In ſtruments, upon what Terms 


did they reſort to the King? * no 
exert - SEES. 


? 


FTF 
better than their Brethren the Scots had 
invited him before, to have an inſignifi- 
cant Tool of a King, a Cypher of a King, 
to walk in their Leading- ſtrings. To re- 
ſtore themſelves, not him to Dominion, 
was their only Aim, they groaned under 
the Oppreſſion of other Sectaries, after 
having been themſelves the greateſt Op- 
preſſors of Mankind; nor had they any 
other Means of arriving at Deliverance 
(or Revenge rather) but by recovering 
Royal Power under a nominal King. This 
General Monk well knew, who was privy 
to their Intrigues, and hence aroſe all the 
Difficulties that incumbred him in the pro- 
ſecution of his own Scheme: He was un- 
der a Neceſſity of making ufe of their 
Diſcontent, and could neither intirely truſt 
or throw them off: But that the Monarchy 
was reſtored free and independent, the 
Church re-eſtabliſhed pure and undefiled, 
was owing to his Virtue and good Con- 
duct; no Thanks to the Presbyterians. 
Nor was K. Charles fcarce warm in his 
Throne, before they broke out into a new 
Rebellion, and continued inceſſant Diſtur- 
bers of his whole Reign, fometimes with 
ſham Plots, and ſometimes with real ones. 
It was likewiſe obſerved by the ſame | 
learned Lord, that they were hardly uſed, 
Fined, Baniſhed, and Impriſoned. Be it ſo, l: 
but twas not upon a Religious ne Ir 


Py. 


OS. 1] 
they might be puniſhed for breach. of the 
Law, diſturbing the publick Peace, for 
illegal Meetings and Aſſemblies, and other 
State Crimes; but what was there more 
in that than the preſent Caſe of the Non- 
farofrf of 27 57 mi o7 Bateoly og 2d 
The Clemency of that Reign, even to 
Diſſenters, has been ſufficiently vindicated 
by a noble Earl, who was call'd up (by 


ſome Reflect ions which fell from à reve- 


rend Prelate) to give an Account of the 


intended Comprehenſion... The Church 
opened her Arms, the Clergy and Pre- 
lates, the King condeſcended to invite them 


with all the Temptations of Indulgenge 


and Chriſtian: Charity; but what Wag the 


Return ? Nothing but a moroſe haughty 


Deportment, ſevere. Contradictions or ſul- 
len Evaſions; they ſcorned to enter; our 
Churches as Brethren and Fellow-Chrifti- 
- ans, but as Conquerors and Plunderers ; 


they have no Grace but what is founded 
in Dominion. Their Behaviour in the 
ſubſequent Reign of K. J. is freſh in every 


one's Memory; that. unhappy Prince was 


undone by giving Attention to their Ad- 


| dreſſes, and depending upon their Pro- 
miſes.:: >a AL S f a I T 0 


But 'tis ſaid they have' been not. only 


quiet ſince, but have appear d zealous for 
the preſent Eſtabliſnment, and no wonder; 


for who but themſelves or their Favour- 
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ers, have been thought worthy to be coun- 
tenanced. 

A noble Lord inquiring into the Reaſon 
of the preſent univerſal Diſcontent (for 

ſuch I find it is agreed to be on all Hands) 

has been pleaſed to impute it to Miſ-con- 
duct in the Adminiſtration; a little un- 
luckily, I confeſs, ſince it was anſwer'd, 

That at the Time when that Diſcontent 

moſt flamed, his Lordſhip himſelf was at 

the Head of the Adminiſtration. 

Another noble Lord very deſervedly in 

a high Station, charg'd it upon Fate, the 

Malignity of the Stars, a certain unnac- 

countable Diſpoſition in the Heavens, for 
"which there is no Syparent Reaſon nor 
Remedy. 
But the Reaſon is plain, Mot and 
- Notorious ; the early Impatience and Pre- 
"ſumption of Diſſenters, their inſolent and 
undiſſembled ExpeRations, their open In- 
ſults of the Clergy, their fixing Bills on 
our Churches with this ſcandalous Inſcrip- 
tion, A Houſe to be Lett : Their publick 
Vindication of the Murder of K. Charles; 
their vile Reflections on the Memory of 

Queen Anne, for ever dear to the People 
of England; beſides many other indecent 
arrogant Provocations (too many to enu- 
merate) was too much to bear, ſo that 
the Violences that enſued let the Aggreſ- 

J fors anſwer for: But then their acting 1 
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this not only with Impunity, but with a 


Reward out of the publick Treaſure, was 


more than a ſufficient: Ground for Jea- 


louſie. 

A noble Duke ſects with ſome Warmth 
to have taken Offence, that the Roman 
Catholicks and Difſenters have been men- 
tioned in the Debate upon the ſame Level, 
whereas their Religion 1s High Treaſon. 
But I never yet underſtood that their Re- 
ligion was High Treaſon ; indeed I have 
heard that it might be High Treaſon to 
make Converts to it; and by the ſame 
Reaſon the Reformed Religion Os = be 
High Treaſon in Popiſh Countries. But 
if we may compare them with the jr 
ters, upon a Foot of Merit with; 2 
to the Government, the Catholicks, as Far 
as has been yet made to appear, have in- 


finitely the Advantage. To whom do 


we our Magna Charta? To our ancient 
Barons unreform'd ; and were there not 
as many Struggles for Liberty before che 


Reformation as {ince ?. 


To whom do we owe the N 


but to Catholick Powers? Even the Pope 
himſelf United to encourage and ſupport 


the Prince of Orange in his Undertaking. 
To whom do we owe our preſent Se- 


curity in the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, 


but to the moſt Potent, the moſt Arbitrary, 
the moſt Famous for Perſecution of all 
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the Popiſh e the moſt inveterate 
and implacable Enemies of the Protſtant 
Perſwaſion, France, Savoy, and the Em- 
perour ? And have not the Miniſters, one 
after another, aſſur d us, that theſe mor- 
tal Enemies to our Souls in another World, 
are our only Guarantees for our Salva- 
tion in this? 3 
Our Proteſtant Brethren, the 8 
were neither conſulted nor intruſted, but 
ſeem to have been left like Slaves to fol- 
low the Dictates of Great Britain and 

HFrance, and to accede implicitly at their 
Peril; they have however thought fit hi- 
therto to continue Difenters, tho' perhaps 
they may in time occaſionally Conform, as 
Circumſtances may happen to preſs. But 
*till then, our only truſty: Allies are our 
good Catholick Friends. X 
If any Man can ſay as much for the 
Diſſenters, let him ſpeak ; the reverend 
Prelates who have nxebted in this Debate, 
having been prepar'd to fulminate againſt 
the Teſt, without being admitted into 
the Secret of withdrawing the Queſtion, 
have untortunately 0 their Quivers 
in the Air. 
* One indeed theres ic, who a not be 
forgot, who wandering beyond the reſt in 
alon an e Collection from Pens | 
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and Libels, has let himſelf looſe againſt 
the Sacred Memory of the Royal Martyr ; 
he has accuſed him, if not of all Popery, 
of half Popery, very near Popery, almoſt 
all Popery; why would he not ſpeak out? 
For what means this School Diſtinction, 
betwixt almoſt all a Papiſt, and quite. 
Hard Fate of the beſt of Men and of 
Kings! . 7 

He who renounc'd the Purple to preſerve 
the Lawn, who dyed for the Church, and 
who is commemorated as a Martyr for the 
Church, is yet expos'd within an Age af- 
ter his Deſcent from the Scaffold to the 
Grave, to be murthered over again in 
Fame, even in the ſupreme Court of Ju- 
dicature, by a Succeſſor in that - venerable 
Order, that very Epiſcopacy, for which 
he Sacrifticed his Liberty, his Life, his 
Crown! 5 5 

The execrable Wretch who ſever'd his 
Head from his Body, perform'd the inhu- 
man Office in a Mask ; but this holy Exe- 
cutioner, who cuts what the Axe could not 
hurt, what the Regicides could not take 
from him, his good Name, has not been 
aſham'd to attempt it bare-facd. It 
grieves me, that this Animadverſion ſnoud 
fall to my Lot, to the Lot of any private 
Lord: I was in hopes a General Indigna- 
tion would have warm this noble Aſſem- 

bly, to have made it their own Act to re- 
a = WY prehend 
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prehend ſuch irreverend Slanders, as would 
have much better become a Deſcendant 
from Bradſhaw, than a Succeſſor of Laud; 
but I ask Pardon, this unlucky Reflection 
may have tranſported me too far. In a 
Word, that I may not appear prejudiced 
to Merit in any Man, I will conclude, 
with this Motion, that a Liſt be laid be- 
fore us of ſuch Diſſenters by Name, as 
have in'any Kind merited from the Pub- 
lick, and I will moſt readily come into 
any Meaſures that may diſtinguiſh them 
and their particular Service. 
God forbid but. that they ſhould have 
al their Deſerts, ES 
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Houſe of COMMONS, 
Ap R II the 24th 1716 


Againſt the BILL for the RePzal of the 
T RIEN NIA L. AC. 


And for enlarging the Time of Continuance of 
PARLIAMENTS. 


By Archib. Hutcheſon, Ele 


Mr. SPEAKER, i 
Cannot content my ſelf in 55 = 
great Queſtion now before you 
do deliver my Opinion barely 

buy Voting in it; for I think it 

of that Importance to the Na- 

tion, to deſerve and need the moſt tho- 
* Examination. I heartily wiſh it 

WE G 4 might 
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might have had a much longer Time of 
Conſideration, than I perceive Gentlemen 
are diſpos'd to give it; but fince we are 
enterd on the Debatc of it, I ſhall en- 
deavour to expreſs my Thoughts about it 
with great Plainneſs and Freedom. 
My preſent Opinion, Sir, according to 
the beſt Judgment I am able to form, is, 
That if we ſhould give our Conſent! to 
the paſling of the Bill before us into a Law, 
we thould be guilty of a moſt notorious | 
Breach: of the Truſt repoſed in us, by 
thoſe who ſent us hither, and ſhon'd make 
a very dangerous Step towards the Under- 
Mining of that Conſtitution, which our 
Anceſtors have been ſo careful to preſerve, 
and thought no Expence, either of Blood 
or Treaſurc, too much for that purpoſe, 
and under which we do yet enjoy thoſe 
Privileges and Advantages, which no 
other Nation on. es World can at this 
Day boaſk, of. 1 * 

This is the Light in which the Bill'yet 
appears to me; and therefore, if I did be- 
lieve what ſome Gentlemen do, © That it 
Would be conducive to ſeveral Good Ends, 
vet that would not be ſufficient to gain 
my Conſent thereto ; for J cannot think 
thoſe Ends, however deſirable, Equivalent 
to ſuch a Price, as that of giving up, or 
.even of mak ing a dangerous Advance to- 


wards the giving up, entirely, the Bk 1- 
1 


e 
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ISH ConsSTITUTION. Much leſs 
wou'd I give my Conſent to ſuch a Law, 
when I am of Opinion, That it wou'd be 
ſo far from contributing to the Ends pre- 
tended to be aimed at thereby, that it 
would have the direct contrary Effect: 
And if we are not to do Eoil that Good 
may come of it, ſurely we muſt not do Epil, 
only to bring Miſchief upon ourſelves. - . 
'Theſe are my Reaſons againſt the Bill, 
That our Conſent to it woud be a Breach 
of 'Truſt, and a dangerous Breach upon our 
Conſtitution; and that, if it were not 
liable to this Objection, That yet it wou'd 
| ſerve to purpoſes directly contrary to thoſe 
pretended to be aim'd at, by Gentlemen 
who are for the Bill ; I ſhall endeavour 
to explain my ſelf in theſe Points. . 

ive me Leave therefore to mention, 
what appears to me to have been the 
ancient Conſtitution of Parliament, and 
alſo how the ſame has been, and ſtands 
chang d at this time, with relation to the 
Matter which is now the Subject of our 
Debate. I believe it will, nay, it muſt be 
agreed, That before the Reign of Henry 
VIII. there was no ſingle Inſtance of a 
Prorogation of Parliament : 'That Parlia- 
-ments had only one Seſſions, and thoſe gene- 
rally, very ſhort ones, none of which ever 
laſted a Year : That to prevent the Miſ- 
chief of long Intervals of Parliament, It 
Was 
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was Enacted in the Fourth Yearof Edvard 
III. That Parliaments ſhould be holden 
annually, and this was confirmed by ſubſe- 
quent Acts of Parliament: And therefore 
I may venture to affirm, That by the 
Ancient Conſtitution, Parliaments were 
to be holden frequently; and to be of the 
Continuance only of one Seſſions, and 
that there was no Right or Power in the 
Crown to Prorogue the ſame: I ſay, this 
I can affirm on the ſame Foundation, and 
with as ſtrong Reaſon, as I can affirm, 
That the Eldeſt Son, after the Death of 


his Father, ſhall inherit, as Heir at Law, 


the Lands in Fee- ſimple; or that the 
Youngeſt Son ſhall inherit, where the 
_ Cuſtom of Borough-Engliſh prevails ; or 
that all the Sons ſhall equally inherit 
the Lands of Gave-kind; or, indeed, as 
I can affirm of any part of the Common- 
Law, or the particular Uſages of the 
Kingdom ; for theſe are Supported only by 
. conſtant Practice, and Preſcription imme- 
morial ; and they neither need, nor can 
have a ſtronger Support than this; for ſure- 
ly, of all Laws, thoſe moſt be allowed 
to carry with them the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
of Juſtice, which have been always ſub- 
[mitted to, without any Change or Alte- 
©, FT. AF Cow: 
The Application is obvious to the Point 
in Debate, I mean, as far as the * 
en 3 
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of Henry the Eighth: And if at that Time 
this was * — Conſtitution of Parliament, it 
will not be eaſie to ſhew how the ſame 
has been ſince Legally chang'd ; but I ſhall 
ſpeak to this more fully, after I have an- 
ſwer'd an Objection which has been made. 
It has been ſaid, © That tis no Proof that 
* the Crown had no Power to Prorogue 
© Parliaments, and to continue the ſame 
Parliament for ſeveral Seſſions, altho* 
** there were no Inſtances thereof, until the 
** Reign of Hen. the Eighth". If this Ob- 
jection. have any Weight, it will equally 
hold againſt any other part of the Common 
Law, which had hitherto remained un- 
conteſted : For may not the Younger Sons, 
in this way of Reaſoning, ſay, That altho' 
there be no Inſtance, - Joe any of them 
have hitherto claimed to mberie equally 
with the Eldeſt, the Lands in Fee-limple, 
that yet this is no Proof againſt their 
Right of making ſuch a Claim, and having 
it determin'd for them. And if ſuch a 
Caſe ſhou'd be brought into Weſtminſter- 
Hall, it is evident, that there isno A& of 
Parliament which ſettles the. Point, nor 
any preceding Reſolution, becauſe the 
Matter was never in queſtion before ; and 
yet ſurely no Gentleman will affirm, that 
the Judges: would be at Liberty to deter- 
mine this a new Caſe, whatever Equity 
1 they might conceive in the an 
© 
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the Younger Sons, but wou' d be ſtrictly 
ty d to adjudge according to the conſtant 
and uninterrupted Uſage. And had the 
Lords and Commons, when the firſt At- 
tempt of Proroguing was made upon them, 
inſiſted, That the Crown had no ſuch 
Power, and the Opinion of the Judges had 
been required therein, it was impoſlible 
that they could have determined other- 
wiſe, than according to the conſtant Uſage, 
or that they would have adjudged ſuch an 
Original Power in the Crown, which had 
never been exerted from the earlieſt Men- 
tion which our Records, or Hiſtory, make 
_of Parliaments, to that very Day ; or that 
they could have conceiv'd it poſſible, 
that the Crown could have had ſuch a 
Power, and yet never have aſſerted it in 
one ſingle Inſtance, in the Courſe of ſo 
many Hundred Years. pf 
If the Facts I have mention'd are, as 
they appear to me to be, undeniably true, 
the Inference.I thence make, 1s next to a 
Demonſtration : and I may venture to 
add, That there is no part of our Laws 
built on a more ſolid Foundation, and 
ſupported with ſtronger Reaſons: Reaſons, 
which muſt eternally have the greateſt 
Weight, and make the deepeſt Impreſſion, 
on the Minds of a People, who have any 
Senſe of Liberty; and, Thanks be to God! 
we are yet a Free Nation. For — 
5 | the 
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the Frequency of Parliaments, the Oppor- 
tunity of Redrefling thoſe Grievances, 
which more or leſs have happened in all 
Reigns, from the Influence and Aamini- 
ftration of Eoil Connſellors, and Wicked 
Miniſters, who will always prefer their 
own private Intereſts and ſiniſter Views, to 
the Honour of their Prince, and Welfare 
of their Country: And it is to the Dread 
which ſuch'impious Monſters have always 
had, I hope will ever have, of the 5a 
Vengeance ' of a Parliament, that we 
hitherto owe the Preſervation of our Li- 
berties; for, had the Times of being cal- 
led to an Account in Parliament been at 
any conſiderable Diſtance,” the ' Attempts. 
of bold and daring Men would have had 
no Curb; and indeed tis but one Step 
more, and that not difficult, from a Lo NG, 
to the entire Diſuſe of Parliaments, and 
reſolving the Government into an abſolute 
Monarchy ; but I will urge, this Point no 
farther, becauſe I believe 'twill be gene- 
rally allowed ; and that, whatever might 
be the private Opinion of any particular 
Perſon, no Briton will be yet ſo hardy as 
to declare himſelf againſt the Neceſſity of 
Frequent Parliaments. '\ © «© 
I I wiſh Gentlemen would as generally 
concur, that the other Part which I have 
mentioned, and I think have made appear, 
to have been our Antient Conſtitution, 
EIT. 5 | Were 
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were as abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſer- 
vation of our Liberties, I mean Parliaments 
of one Seffions, not only frequent, but 
Frequent NE] PARLIAMEN TS. The 
Thing indeed appears very evident to me; 
ſo Evident, that in my poor Opinion, our 
Liberties would not be more, nay not ſo 
precarious under an abſolute Monarchy, as 
with a Houſe of Commons who had Right 
to ſit either for many Years together, or 
without any. Limitation of Time. For tis 
certain, that a Prince, who had ſtood 
only on the Bottom of his own abſolute 
Authority, aſſiſted with a few Miniſters 
and ſome Troops, would ſtill think him- 
felf pretty much upon his good Behaviour 
towards the united Body of his People; 
and would (probably) be cautious of ex- 
erting his Power in ſuch a manner, as to 
give a juſt Provocation to a general Re- 
volt, and ſetting up another in his ſtead; 
but a Prince, with a Parliament at his 
Devotion, would be infinitely more ter- 
rible, and with much greater Security, 
might give a Looſe to every Extravagancy 
of Power ; for when the Repreſentatives 
of the People, who are choſen by them 
to be the Guardians of their Liberties, 
can be prevailed on, for little Advantages 
to themſelves, to betray their Truſt, and 
come into all the Meaſures of a deſigning 
Mpniftry, tis chen, indeed, that the Li- 
Tor | bertieg 
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it up, to be the only true Friends pf our 
Conſtitution ; and if this ſhou'd ever hap- 
pen to be our Caſe, I beg Gentlemen to 
conſider, enhether a greater Curſe could 
Fall on any People, than to have ſuch u 
Parliament as THIS entail d upon them. 

I remember very well, what an Outcry 
was raiſed againſt the Iaſt Parliament, on 
a Suſpicion only, that a Repeal of the 
Triennial Act was intended, and the Ar- 
guments againſt it without Doors, were 
then the very ſame with thoſe which are 
now urg'd againſt it within: What an In- 
conſiſtency muſt it then appear, to ſee 
thoſe very Gentlemen, who were then the 
moſt zealous Oppoſers of ſuch an Attempt, 
become now the moſt violent Advocates 
for it e And will it not alſo, in ſome mea- 
"ſure, affect their Integrity, publickly to 
own, that the Arguments they pretended 
to be then influenced by, had not the leaſt 
Weight with them ; and that the 'Thing 
in it ſelf was very deſireable, when there 
ſhould be a good Miniſtry and Parliament 
in Being, and pernicious only in the then 
Situation of Affairs 2? It was not certainly 
from this Conſideration, that the late Mi- 
niſtry and Parliaments were diverted from 
the Attempt ; They, doubtleſs, had a very 
good Opinion of themſelves, and were 
confirmed therein by the Voice of a great 
Majority of the People; and which, by a 
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moſt iran ge and unaccountable Witchcraft, 
ſtill continues in their Favour, if I may 
depend upon what ſeveral who have ar- 
gued for the Bill ſcem to have agreed to. 
I I muſt beg, Gentlemen, to conſider, 
that the Miſchief I have mentioned, will 
be no ways prevented by the preſent 
Poſture of our Affairs; for tho we may 
have now a good Miniſtry and Parliament, 
their Continuance, notwithſtanding the 
intended Law, will ſtill depend on the 
Pleaſure of the Prince; for, I do not per- 
ceive that any Gentleman will move for a 
Clauſe to continue the Miniſtry for Life; 
or that the Parliament ſhall not be diſ- 
18 5 without their own Conſents; and 
ill Advice to his Majeſty „ Change 
585 d happen, may it not ſo fall out, 
that a long Continuance of a new Miniſtry 
and Parliament, raay be of infinite Preju- 
dice to the Nation? Surely, therefore, it 
will be Wiſdom, in the making of this, 
or any other Law, not to conſider. ſons 
little preſent Conveniency, but the ge- 
neral and obvious Tendency of the fame. 
I therefore think that I am yet warrante 
to ſay, and ſhall fay it, till I am cons 
vinced that I have miſtaken the Matter, 
I hat. frequent new Parliaments was the 
Ancient Conſtitution; That until the 
| Reign of Henry the Eighth, there was no 
ſtronger Evidence for any Part of the- 
H Com- 
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Common TR, than there was for this 
Part of our Conſtitution, and that the 
ſame was built, and ſtands upon as ſolid a 
Foundation, as any Law ever did, or can 
do, being abſolutely neceſſary and effential 
10 the Liberties of @ Free People. 
It is true, Henry the Eighth, in the 21ſt 
Tear of his Reign, prorogued the Parlia- 
ment, which was the firſt Inſtance of this 
Eind, "and ſucceeding Princes, have, more 
7 leſs, continued the ſame Practice, z hut 
n. no wiſe agree to what ſome Gentle- 
men! would thence infer, That the CROWx 
AP. N A LILLE T. 10. Do SO; 
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omMmMon Law Was better n d than 
Go Ancient e Conſtitution of fre- 
gueat new Parliaments. But Jt. 1s s remark- 
able, that this having been tho Hr. Inſtance 
of. a Prorogation, it was thought conve- 
nient to rengthen the further Conti- 
nuance of that Parliament by Adjournment 
alſo; If the Crown, before the Pime I 
have mentioned had not the Power of 
continuing the ſame Parliament by -Pro- 
Togations ; it will not be eaſy to ſhew, 
how they have come legally 5 it ſince: 
Sure 1 am, that there is no Act of Par- 
lament which yeſts any ſuch Powgr in the 
| Grown, and Preſcription immemorial is 
| not 
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not ſo much as pretended to. The ſhort 
_ «af +the Matter ſeems to me then, no more 
than this; Avery Arbitrary Prinee, the 
better to ſexve the. Ends h had then in 
View, boldly invades the Liberties of his 
| People, and uſurps a nẽwꝙrerogative, un- 
heard of before: That Parliament tame- 
ly ſubmits thereto, either out of Fear, 
or for baſer Reaſons; perhaps, they were 
pleaſed with a longer Continuance, and 
the agreeable Proſpect of ſharing in the 
Advantages of Laws, which they were 
afterwards to make, I mean, the-Diflolu- 
„tion of Abbeys; and altho' thereby the 
Foundation of our happy Reformation 
was laid, yet that is entirely owing to 
s another Cauſe, and in no wiſe to the 
_ | pious Intentions, either of that Prince, or 


Jof that Parliament. This new. Preroga- 
due was at firſt uſed with much Caution, 
and thereby the fatal Tendency thereof 
1 Vas not ſo ſoon diſcovered; and when the 


Poſſeſſion of this Power became ftrength- 
1 | ened in the Crown by a Continuance of 
of | Time, and the Acquieſcence of the Na- 
tion, it was much more difficult to get 


. rid of the Innovation, than it was at firſt 
. to have prevented the ſame and it has 
been, I preſumo thought more prudent, to 


he | continue our Acquieſcence, whilſt the In- 
-. | Jonveniences were in any Meaſure ſupport» 


+ | able, rather than ta endeavour to retrieve 
101 thi 
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to affirm, that it ever was by the Laws 


F 
"this moſt valuable Part of our Ancient 
: Conſtitution by Force of Arms; altho' 
this Remedy hath been reſorted to fre- 
' quently,” and on much lighter Occaſions 
in my Opinion. N 1 J i 
But I cannot ſee, that from a Power 
ſo aflum'd, and ſo continued, it will follow, 


either that the Ancient Conſtitution was 


ſo, or that it ought to be fo at this Day; 
and I muſt ſay, that whatever Arguments 
can be brought to ſupport that Doctrine, 


will equally juſtify the Exerciſe of any 


- other. Part of Arbitrary Power; for upon 
the ſtarting up of any new Prerogative, 
tis but ſaying, That the Crown had al- 
ways a Right to it, altho' it was never 
claimed or exerciſed before; and there 
may be Parliaments complaiſant enough 
-to acquieſce therein, which perhaps might 
be aſhamed, by a new expreſs Law, bare- 
fac'd and unmask'd, to give up the Li- 
berties of their Country; and I do not 
ſee, but that this would be as good a 
"Commencement for any new Prerogative, 
-as the Power of proroguing at firſt had. 
Let Gentlemen conſider, what the Ancient 
Laus of England were, in the Matter of 


Impriſonments, and what the Practice was 
For ſome time before the Act of Habeas 


-Corpus. I hope there is no Briton, ſo 
-abandoned to the Notions of Slavery, as 


Q 


nl 

of England, in. the Power of the Prince 
to impriſon any of his Subjects during his 
Will and Pleaſure, and without any Rea- 
ſons aſſigned: They were to be impriſoned 


only, when legally charg'd with Crimes, 
and were to be either try'd for the ſame, 


or releas'd from their Impriſonment, in a 
reaſonable time; and as to this, the Act 


of Habeas Corpus was not introductive of 


a new Law, but declarative only of the 


Old. This is ſo eſſential to the Being of a 


free People, that it muſt be agreed, that 


our Law was always thus; I am ſure, 


without it, our Condition would differ 
little from the Slavery of Turkey; for the 
Bow-ſtring itſelf, a ſpeedy Death, is Mercy, 
when compar'd to a /ingering Confinement. 
And yet tis certain, that before the Act 
of Habeas Corpus, the good Subjects of 
England were ſometimes thus Arbitrarily 
and Lllegally impriſoned, to gratify the 
Avarice, Ambition, Malice, or Revenge 


of evil Counſellors andewicked Miniſters ; 
and the Advocates for Prerogative did as 


ſtrenuouſly inſiſt on the Legality of this 
Power, as they did on any other, which 
was claim'd by the Crown. I cannot 


indeed tell how long this Power of Ar- 


bitrary impriſoning had been exercis d, 
but Pm apt to believe it may vye for An- 


tiquity, with the Power of Proroguing 
- Parliaments. | 
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-TI muſt alſo put Gentlemen in mind of 
the Prerogatives claim'd and exercis'd by 
King James the Second, to diſpenſe with 
the Laws, to command our 'Biſhops and 
Clergy to read in their Churches his ille- 
gal Proclamations, and to ſuſpend and 
impriſon them for diſobeying, with many 
others of the like kind, which are recited 
in the Claim of Rights; and tis certain, 


that had we not been reſeued by the Re- 


volution, all theſe, and many more, had 
been good Prerogatives at this Day, and 
might have been all of them ſupported 
with as good Arguments, as any can be 
uſed for the Power of Proroguing in the 


Reign of Henry the Eighth; and ſome of 
them with as good, nay, with the very 
ſame Arguments as are uſed for the Le- 


gality of the Power at this very Time. I 
hope therefore we ſhall be very cautious 


of admitting ſuch Arguments, as tend na- 


turally to ſupport all Fxtravagancies of 
Power whatſoever, and to let in upon us 
an Inundation of Oppreſſions. | 

In the late Reigns, and in particular 
by the long Penſionary Parliament, in the 
Reign of Charles the Second, the Nation 
became very ſenſible of the miſchievous 
Conſequences, which had already hap- 
pened, and the more fatal which might 


Rill reſult frem the dangerous Breach 


Sw 754 + Which 


5 


„„ p Se cond EN avs 


EEE sf 

which had been made in our ancient Conꝰ 
ſtitution: It was now evident to the mea- 
neſt Capacity, That a Deſigning Prince, 
who, with the Aſſiſtance of a Wicked Mi- 
niſtry, ſhould be able, after ſeveral Tryals, 
at laſt to procure a Parliament to his 
purpoſe, wou'd have the Libertics of his 
People entirely in his Power, and might 
govern them at Pleaſure ; from which 
State of Slavery it was as evident, that 
nothing leſs than a Revolution -cou'd reſcue 
them; and if they fail'd in that Experi- 
ment, that then their Chains wou'd be ri- 
vetted for ever. Under this melancholly 
Proſpe& of Affairs the Nation 'groan'd; 
and Complaints were heard in every 
Corner of our Streets; and even the ery 
Penſioners in that Parliament were. not 
arrived to ſuch a pitch of Impiety, as to 
take pleaſure in the Drudgery they had 
engag d in, but acted with Reluctancy 
and Remorſe, and as we have been very 
lately told in this Place, betrayed the 
Cauſe they had ſo wickedly eſpous d; 


and frequently gave notice to the Friends 


of England, of the Attempts which were 
to be made on the Liberties of their 
Country. This Penſionary Parliament 
was at laſt Diſſolv'd, but on what Views, 
and by what Advice, I will not pretend 


to ſay. Certain it is, that that Prince ne- 


ver had it aſterwards in his Power, in a 
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Parliamenty way, to deſtroy the Liber- 
ties of the People. The Reſumption of 
Charters was then put in practice, with 
many other Expedients, towards the Eſta- 
bliſhment of an Abſolute Monarchy, which 
had been long in view: But by the Death 
of that Prince, and the unskilful Conduct 
of his next Succeſſor, an End was put to 
thoſe Deſigns for that time, the People 
having unanimouſly applied the only Re- 
medy in ſuch Caſes, and this brought 
about the late happy Revolution. 

I have been often ſurprized, when 1 re- 
flected how wanting we were to ourſelves, 
upon that Turn, in not retrieving and ſe- 
curing for ever, by the Claim of Rights, 
our Ancient Conſtitution of frequent New 


' Parliaments, which, in my poor Opinion, 


was much. more valuable than all that 
we claim'd beſides ; but we obtain'd this 
in Part, by the Act paſsd in the ſixth 
Year of the Reign of King William, 
and which the Bill before us is intended 
to repeal; for by that Act, we are to 
have new Parliaments, at leaſt once in 
three Tears ; and even this is ſuch a Se- 
curity to the Britiſh Liberties, that all 
the Objections againſt Triennial Elections 
are but very Trifles, when compar'd with 
that: Therefore I am not a little ſurpriz d, 
when I hear Gentlemen ſay, That the 
Triennial Ad is a new Conſtitution, ra 
. WE | That 
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that the Repeal intended thereof, will 


be but reſtoring the King in Part to his 
Prerogative, and ſetting the Conſtitution 
a little nearer to what it anciently was; 
ſurely, there is nothing further from the 
Truth of the Fact: The Ancient Conſti- 
tution was at leaſt, Annual new Parli a- 
ments, and this was broke in upon, and 


that Breach afterwards continued in the 


Manner which I have already ſet forth; 
and by this Act, we have no new Privilege 
granted, but only reſtor d, in part, to 


thoſe which we always had a Right to. 


But were it in reality a new Grant, ſhall 
we give it up,: to enlarge only the Prero- 


gatives of the Crown 2 May we not, in 


the ſame way of Reaſoning, give up the 


Habeas Corpus Act, and all the other 


Privileges and Immunities, which have 
been obtain'd to the People from. the 
Crown, from the Date of Magna Charta, 
to this very Day ? This ſurely has not 
been the good Old way of Reaſoning in 
this Place, and I preſume, it will meet 
with due Diſcouragement at this Time. 


1 hope we ſhall, on this, and all other 
Occaſions, acquit our ſelves like Britons, 
and not give up, in Complaiſance to any 


Miniſtry, the Smalleſt, much leſs, the 


Greateſt and moſt Valuable Privilege of 


thoſe we repreſent; and that we ſhall 


have the utmoſt Caution in making any 


Step, 


* 
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vail againſt ; and the Crown will be fre- 
uently and faithfully informed of the 
entiments of the People, and be thereby 

enabled to preſerve with them that Confi- 
dence, and good Correſpondence, ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Happineſs of 
both. To this I may add, that the Incon- 
veniences, from Triennial Elections, will 
thereby be much more effeQually redreſs 

and cur'd, than ever they will be, by 
paſſing the Bill before us, into a Law. 
Upon the whole therefore, I ſhall take 
leave to affirm, that we have at preſent 
an indiſputable. Right to Triennial Hou 
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Parliaments, and 4 very juſt Claim, (for 
I know of no Law that has depriv d us 
rbereof) to Annual Elections. 

But J have ſomething to urge, as to ch 
Breach of our Truft in the paſſing of this 
Law. It is agreed on all'Sides, that what- 
ever the Ancient Conſtitution might be, 
yet we were choſen when the Law for 
Triemiat Phrliaments was, as it is till, in 
Force; and, that we were, and cond be 
cChoſen only for the Term of Three Years, 
if his Majeſty ſhonld think fit to continue 
us ſo long; therefore, to continue our 
felves for a longer Term, would be a 
manifeſt- deceiving of thoſe who choſe us, 
who expected, and could not but expect, 
at the end of Three Years, to have the 
Opportunity of a new Choice, and to ter 
where they found themſelves miſtaken: 
It would alſo be a very great Injuſtice to 
many Thouſands of others, who have a 
Right to offer their Service to their 
Country, and who, for the Honour of the 
Nation, 'I- am willing to hope, are in all 
Reſpects equally qualified for the Ser⸗ 
vice, with us, who have at preſent the 
Honour to fill thoſe Seats. 

II this Bill were to enlatge only the 
eöntiſſuanee of future Parliaments, 
liquid give my Negative to it for the 
Reaſons I have already mentioned; and 
yet in t hat Cafe, 00 lectors would ar 

a fair 
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a fair Warning for what Time they were 
to chuſe, and thoſe Elected, would be 
truly and properly the Repreſentatives of 
the People ; which I conceive cannot be 
ſaid with Truth, of the preſent Parlia- 
ment, if they ſhould be continued beyond 
the Three Years. T his, to me, is an inſupe- 

rable Objection againſt this Part of the 

Bill; for if we may add Four Years to our 
preſent Term, may we not add Forty, 
may we not make our ſelves perpetual, or 
even extinguiſh Parliaments themſelves ? 
Nay, what is it which we may not do, 
or, after this Step, what is it which the 
People of Great Britain may not appre- 
hend that we will do? Can we do any 
Thing much worſe, than to ſubvert one 
of the Three Eſtates of the Realm, and 
to ſubſtitute a new one in the Place 
thereof, and inſtead of a Houſe of Com- 
Mons by the Choice of the People, as it 
always has been, and ever ought to be, 
to eſtabliſh a new kind of Houſe of Com- 
Mons, and till now unheard of, by Act of 
FEamants i... 

The great Partiality which all Parties 
in their Turns have ſhewn in the Deter- 
mination of Ele&ions, has been too long 
the general Complaint, and one of the 
greateſt Blemiſhes on the Juſtice and Con- 
duct of the Houſe of Commons; and tis 
certainly a crying Wickedneſs, and a e 
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dangerous Practice; therefore I am wil- 
ling to hope, that we ſhall not, by giving 
our Conſent unto the Bill before us,” out- 
do all that ever was done of this kind'by 
former Parliaments. 'Fhey have choſen 
only 30 or 40 Members for ſome particu- 
lar Places, which is a trifling Peccadillo 
to what is now attempted, I mean, 'the 
chuſing of 588 at once, for the whole 
Nation. VV 
It has been ſaid by ſome who have 
ſpoke in-the Debate, That we are cho- 
© ſen with full Power to conſent to ſuch 
Laws as we ſhall judge for the Benefit 
« of the Nation; that there are no Re- 
ce ſtrictions or Limitations in our Powers; 
and that therefore we may paſs ſuch 
new Laws, or repeal ſuch old Ones, 
and the Triennial Act, as well as any 
other, as we ſhall think expedient; 
and that by a Repeal of the Triennal 
Act, we ſhall, after the Three Years, 
ſtill continue to be the Repreſentatives 
ce of the People by Vertue of their former 
e Choice, without any new Election for 
ce that Purpoſe. ” This appears to me to 
be a plain begging of the Queſtion, and a 
very fallacious way of Reaſoning, I con- 
ſtitute a Perſon my Attorney with Fey 
large and general Powers for the Term of 
Three Years, and, no doubt, what he ſhall 
do purſyant to thoſe Powers, during that 
L Term, 


cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 
e 


* 


= 23 — 


114 ] 
an xm, ſhall al. me, but hat he mall 
afterwards. do, is void ; and it cannot. be 
Wo, Ra Uh e general Words of doing 


&s in my Name, that he is 


bled to add Four Years. more to the 
Continuance of his Power. I know there 
Are great. Diſparities between ſuch Pow- 
ers, and thoſe given by the People to 


their Repreſentatives i In parliament; but 
Vet, I think, that to the Purpoſe I.intend 


8 e all el will hold. 1 will readily 


1725 * that, the Powers given by the 
eaple to their Repreſentatiyes are very 


gh of ſome {zentlemen, to think them 
y unli 2 5 55 that ſuch ill Uſe 
may not be Rote e. of this Power, as to 
3 une to a Forfeiture. thereof. 
Our Hiſtories are full of Inſtances, and 
e have; a very late one, that Kings them- 
725 ay be guilty of ſuch an Abuſe of 
= e . to Forfeit the ſame, and. 
give the People a Right to anew-Choice ; 
and it will not, it cannot be ſaid, _—_ 
the immediate Creatures of the People, 
ho have no Pretence to Power, but by 
elegation from them, are more abſo- 


ten their Maſters, or more independent 


I he Crown it ſelf ; Pray conſider; 
ea we. can be guilty of a greater 


Provoeation to thoſe. we reprgſent, Khan 


0 ae them for any Time, of being 
repre- 


l 
repreſented by RA OWN Choice; 1 to 
change the Ancient Third Eſtate of the 


Nation, into a new invented One, unknowa 


to former Ages? and whether they w 
think a let.” Sophiſtry; and: 725 by a 
of Argument a ſufficient. deparation ler 
an Iuſury of ſo high a Nature ? 

But I have, a much: 1 00:B Obiection 
againſt this Pare of. the Bill, And cannc 
help being yet of Opinion,” That if i 
mould go tpro all the, Forms 0 an A 
of. Parliament," Pa both Houſe es, A 
hays the Royal A ent, that it, Will fl 
remain a dea. Leiter, and. not Obtain q the 
Force of 4 Law; : for I am. warranted | i 
one of our greateſt Lawyers tp 4 

© 


that An Act Parttament may, be voi 
in it off; and if. there are, any Gaſes out 
of the Reach of the Legi ature, this 
Ls before us muſt be admitted, to b © one; 
for what can. be, more againſt common 
uſe. and Reaſon, than to be a 4 elo de 
to deſtroy that Conſtitution, or any 
een Part thereof, upon W hich « our Ex- 
iſtence in our porn tical Ca 10 depends ? 
15 am alſo ſupported in this A5 he Authg- 
1 of learned wines; Mall fang 
one, and I ſpeak it for his H onou 
105 preſent Bithop of Bangor, Who, has 
ole TT it evident, That 
all People have natural, R ht and 
* that $ ig People have. a Aer 
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© which they. may. juſtly maintain, and 


no 


© which'n o legiſlative Authority whatſoe- 
cc ver can deprive them of.” And can a 


: free People have a more valuable Right, | 


than that of being fairly and frequent]! 
repreſented in Parliament, by Perſons of 
their own chuſing? This ſurely i isa Right 


as valuable as Liberty it ſelf, being 5775 


Iutely neceſſary to the Subſiſtence and 
Continuance thereof. 
ng For the ſake of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
ſeem ſo very fond of the unlimited Power 
of Parliaments, (and by which only they 
Tan ſupport the Validity of duch a Law, 
as the Filt 'before us is Intended to intro- 
duce) T ſhall mention in ſome Caſes, to 
Which ' they themſelves will agree, that 
this unlimited Power doth not, cannot 


extend.” As for Inſtance, Suppoſe, inſtead 


of the Bill before us, we ſhould paſs'a 
Law, as was done in the Reign of Rich- 


ard the Second (the worſt Prince that 


ever ſat upon the Engliſb Throne) That 


the Power of both Houies Mould be veſt- 


ed in Twelve Great Lords! or, as was 
done in the Reign of Henry the Eighth 


(the firſt Proroguer of Parliaments) That 


the King's Proclamation, with the Con- 
ſent. of the Privy-Council, mod have 


the Force of Law: Or, as in 1641, That 


the Parliament ſhould not be di x Wh or 


prorogued „ their own N 


Such 


ot RE 
Such Laws as theſe, thro' Oppreſſion and 
Violence, have been for ſome time ſub- 
mitted to ; but. ſurely no Gentleman will 
ſay, that they ever were, or, ſhould they 
be now re-enacted, that they would be 
legally in Force; for, if ſo, the Parlia- 
ment of 1641 is ſtill in Being; for I never 
heard that they gave their Conſents to 
their own Diſſolution. 3 . 
I will ſuppoſe one Caſe more, which 
has never happened, and God forbid it 
ever ſhould, That an Act of Parliament 
ſhould paſs to veſt the whole Legiſlative 
Authority in. the ſingle Perſon of the 
Prince; to cloathe him with an abſolute 
Dictatorial Power, to extinguiſh, for the 
future, both Houſes of Parliament, and 
all other Rights and Privileges of the 
People; and to put all things hereafter 
entirely into the Power, and to be diſpo- 
ſed of at the Will and Pleaſure of the 
Prince: Iam ſure no True Briton will ever 
fay, that ſuch an Act of Parliament as 
this would have the leaſt Validity or 
Force, or be any wiſe binding on the Peo- 
ple. I am ſure it would not, but, inſtead 
thereof would, in due time, expoſe the 
Authors of it to the juſt Vengeance of an 
injur d Nation; which I think is a full 
Proof of what J have affirmed, That the 
Powers given by the People to their Re- 
preſentatives are not abſolutely unlimited, 
SLID I Wy 
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nor the Power of the Parliament it ſelf 
ſo omnipotent as ſome are willing to ſup- 
poſe it. I therefore hope no. one will en- 
deavour to ſupport this Bill by ſuch Ar- 


F 


I have been often much ſurpriz d at the 
Boldneſs of the Roman Clergy, in intro- 
ducing the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 
How they could have hop'd to prevail with 
their good Subjects the Laity, to believe 
ſo monſtruys an Abſurdity, and did not ra- 
ther dread that it would ſtagger their Obe- 
dience, and occaſion a general Revolt. But 
our Hiſtories inform us, that this was done 
in an Age of the groſſeſt Ignorance, and of 
the greateſt Corruption of Man ers: A 
proper Seaſon for ſuch an Undertaking YAc- 
cordingly the Popi/hClergy laid hold there- 
of, well knowing, that if they ſucceeded in 
this, their Empire was ſecured, and implicit 
Faith, without Reſcrve, would be there- 
by for ever eſtabliſhed ; it being evident, 
that if this prodigious Camel was Laie 
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ſwallowed down, it was impoſſible after- 
wards that any thing could ſtick. Ican- 
not ſuppoſe, nay; it were monſtrous to 
ſuppofe, That our preſent vert Gus and 


 Uxcorrvuer Miniſtry; can, by the Paſling 


of this Bill, have any Defign in View pa- 
rallel to that of the Romz/h Clergy, to 
plain thereby the Way to ſome other 
Laws, Which may be thought neceſſary to 
the full Eſtablihment of their Power. 


No, certainly: They are too well ſatisfied 


of the Uprightneſs of their Conduct, to 
ſtand in need of any indirect Supports, 


and too penetrating to think they could 


obtain them in a Parliament where the 
Majority are ſo entirely independent of 
them, and who in the preſent, and for- 
mer Parliaments, have approv'd themfelves 
Champions for the Liberties of their 
Country. Beſides, - the preſent is ſo far 
from being an Age of the groſſeſt Igno+ 
rance, that never was Learning at ſo high 


a Pitch, nor Men arriv'd at ſo noble 4 


Pitch of Free-thinking, that our Motto 


may juſtly be, Nelumns jurare in cerbd 


Magiſtri; we ſcorn the muſty Sayings of 
Antiquity, and will in nothing be pinn d 
down by the Dictates of the Learned of 

this, or of any other Age; therefore tis 
impoſſible to ſuppoſe any ſuch Deſign in 


the Bill before us, and yet I am very ſorry 
it hath been attempted, and hope it will 


"© 0 never 
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never paſs, for the Reaſons I have alrea- 
dy mentioned, and alſo leſt it ſhould give 
too great a Handle to People without 
Doors, to entertain untoward Jealouſies 
and Surmiſes, who may be apt to ſay, 
That 7hoſe who can compliment a Miniſtry 
with ſuch a Law, can never afterwards 
refuſe them any thing. . 
I ſhall, on this Occaſion, put Gentle- 
men in Mind of the great Debt with 
which the Nation is incumbred; a Bur- 
then which is become almoſt in ſupporta- 
ble, and ready to cruſh us into Ruin; and 
yet, to our great Misfortune, inſtead of 
diminiſhing, it is daily increaſing. I have 
long obſerv'd the fatal Methods by which 
this | Miſchief was brought upon us. I 
was indeed in great Hopes, that the put- 
ting an eternal Stop to the further Increaſe 
of our Debt, and the ſettling the moſt 
proper Meaſures for the leſſening thereof, 
in ſuch Proportions, as in a reaſonable 
.time might entirely diſcharge the ſame, 
would have been the very firſt Work of 
the preſent Parliament, as it was the moſt 
valuable for the Intereſt of the Nation ; 
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things of the Law. Surely ſomething 
muſt, and very ſoon too, be done in this 


Matter; for, I am perſuaded, no Man can 
be ſo wicked, as to entertain a Thought 
of declaring the Nation Bankrupt, and 


paying off this Debt with a Spunge, to 
the utter Ruin of Thouſands of Families; 


and as little can I ſuppoſe any Man ſo ſtu- 
pid, as to ſleep, ſecurely, whilſt the Li- 


berties of his Country, and thereby his 


own, and the Property of every ſingle 
Perſon in the Nation, is:in the moſt pre- 
carious Situation : For, ſhould we, load- 


ed as we are, be engaged in a new War 
with any powerful Enemy, muſt we not 


either ſubmit to all the unreaſonable Im- 
poſitions of : ſuch an Enemy, or find ſome 
extraordinary Means to ſupport ſuch an 
expenſive War? Will it not therefore be 


our Wiſdom to put our Affairs, as ſoon as 


poſſible, on ſuch a Foot, as to make the 


ſecond Part of the Dilemma practicable, 


without reſorting to ſo black an Injuſtice 
as that I have hinted at, either of Spung- 
ing out all our paſt Debts, or at leaſt of 
borrowing the Funds for the Uſe of the 
Publick, during the Continuance of ſuch 
a War? This furely is a Subject of ſach 


Importance, that it will juſtify the Speak - 
ing of it either ſeaſonably or not; nay, I 
think it never ought to be out of our 


Minds, till ſomething. very effectual be 
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done therein ; but I mention it chiefly at 


this Time, to divert Gentlemen from ,paſ- 


ſing the Bill before us, and continuing the 
preſent Parliament beyond the Term of 


Three Years; leſt what ſhall. be after- 


wards done in ſo great and ſo good a 


Work by this Parliament, if continued, 
may be liable to Objection, from the 


Doubts which the Nation may have of the 
Legality of ſuch a Parliament; and for 


the ſame Purpoſe, I ſhall obſerve, that 
we ſeem pinion'gl. down for a long Tract 


of Years, and indeed for ever, inthe Me- 
thods we proceed in, to a Land Tax of 
'Two Shillings in the Pound, and to the 


Malt, to ſupport ſuch a Fleet, and ſuch 


Guards, and Garriſons, as in the pro- 
foundeſt Peace, I preſume will be always 
eſteemed neceſſary. The ancient Reve- 
nues of the Crown applicable to theſe 


Purpoſes having long ſince been mortgaged 


and fold away; and if our preſent unhap- 
py. Diviſions ſhould for ſome time require 
a greater Force, for the Quiet and Secu- 
rity of the, Nation, even in Times of 
Peace, tis eaſy to compute. how much 
higher the aforeſaid Taxes will riſe. 


Let Gentlemen ſeriouſſy eonſider, whe- 


ther it will not greatly increaſe the Un- 
gaſineſs of the People, under ſuch heavy 
Burthens, if they think they are laid up- 
en them by Repreſentatives Mhom they 
s 8 never 
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never chole. For my own. Part, I dread 
the Conſequence of ſuch a Law as that 
which we are now about, and doubt it 

cannot be long ſupported in any other 
Manner, than thoſe extraordinary Laws 
were for fome time, which IL have already 


mentioned; and J am perſuaded, tis far 


from the Deſign of any in this Houſe, 


that' this Law, if it paſs; ſhould be ſup- 


ported in that way; and to make a Sand- 
ing Army neceſſary only to ſupport a 
Standing Parliament; for to me''they 


ſeem to be Siſter-T wins, "Which can only | 


live, and muſt die together. 
I have' now given my ſeveral Reaſons 
againſt this Bill, which appear to me ta 


be ſo ſtrong, as would engage my Negas 


tive to it, were it even in ſome Meaſure 


conduciye to the Ends which are pre- 


tended; but much more, When Jam the: 
roughly convinc'd, that is is ſo far from 
promoring thoſe Ends, that if ever it palſy 
into a Law, it will have A N endency di- 
rectly contrary, | "£17 on 

It has beet ſaid, © That Three Years 
* is too ſhort'a Time to effect any thing 

* of great Moment for the Service and 
Benefit of the Nation; that tho firſt 


Seſſions is generally ſp ent and waſte 


. Away in the Deterlaihatibn of Ele&i- 

© ons; in the ſecond ſomething is done; 

Fe but "that the laſt Seſſions is uſually as 
14 e much 
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much loſt as the firſt, Gentlemens Minds 


«© running ſo much on the enſuing Electi- 
< on, as to think of nothing elſe; and 


c the Fear alſo of diſobliging their 


« Electors, on ſo near a View of a new 
“ Choice, becomes a very great Byaſs on 
their Conduct in Parliament, to the 
“ Prejudice of the publick Service; ſo 
ce that in this ſhort Term of Three Years, 
ce there is little more than the Work of 
One Year done. . | 

I éam not a little ſurprized, that ſuch 
Aſſertions as theſe, ſhou'd be made uſe 
of, as Arguments - againſt Triennial Par- 
liaments ; becauſe it ſeems to me to be 
proteſtatio contra fattum, as was ſaid b 

a very great Man, of Dr. Sacheverell's 
Speech. It is evident, that the Buſineſs 
of the Publick was carried on for ſome 
hundreds of Years by Annual Parliaments 
only, and our Hiſtories for that 'Time do 
not - acquaint. us with any Complaints 
made of the ſhortneſs of their Duration : 
And is it not moſt notorious, that there 


never were ſuch great Things done by any 


Parliaments, as by thoſe which have been 
holden ſince the Triennial Ad? Was ever 


aà War ſo long, and ſo ſucceſsfully carried 


on before, and in which this Nation bore 
ſo great a Proportion of Expence? Were 
ever Sums ſo amazingly Great, given by 
any Parliament, or Parliaments before, 

| 5 in 
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in the like compaſs. of Time, as has been 


done by theſe Triennial Parliaments 2 J 


affirm, there has been more given by them 

for the Supply of a ſingle Year, than was 
given in the whole Reign of any of the 
Predeceſſors of the late King William the 
Third, and that the Expence of the pub- 
lick Service ſince the Revolution, has 
amounted to more, than it did from the 
firſt Foundation of the Eng/ih Monarchy, 
down to that Time; 2 I will venture 
to add, that they were, ſuch Supplies as 
could have been raiſed only by Parliaments 
of a ſhort Continuance; for tis not ſup- 
poſable, that the Nation would have re- 
mained Quiet under ſuch heavy Taxes, 
had the ſame been impoſed by a LONG 
Penſionary Parliament, ſuch as that pf 
King Charles the Second; but, when they 
were convinced of the abſolute Neceſlity 
of ſuch Supplies, from the concurring Sen- 
timents of frequent new Parliaments, they 
were by this, and, by this Method only, 
could have been diſpoſed to the chearful 
Payment of the ſame. When this is ſeri- 
ouſly conſidered, I am perſuaded, that no 
Gentleman will ſay, That Triennial Par- 
liaments are incapable of doing great 
Things, when it is true beyond the poſ- 
ſibility of Contradiction, that they have 
actually done much greater Things, than 
were ever done by Parliaments d 
n e eee 
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Let us but compate what was done by the 
Long Penfunary Parliament of K: Charles 


the Second, and what has been done 
in a like Number of Leafs by Trieunial 
Parliaments, and then the Preference will 
be eaſily determined : And ſurely Argu- 
ments from Matters of Fa& and long Ex- 
perierice, ought to be of much greater 
Weight than thoſe, which depend only 
on conjectural and ill grounded Surmiſes, | 
and a fanciful W. ay of Reaſoning. 
I will agree, that much Time is ſpent, 
not only in the firſt, bur in the ſecond 
Year, in the Determination df Elections; . 
but if theſe were all, without diſtinion, 
left to the Committee appointed for that, 
it wou d not make fo great 4 part of the 
Buſineſs of the Houſe, as it has of late 
Years done: And if the Right of Election, 
1 ſeveral Cities and Boroughs were 
una Iterably fix d, and not chang'd from 
time to time, with reſpect to the Petitioners 
and fitting Members, the Work, even of 
the Committee, would be greatly leſſened. 
And I muſt fay, That whenever Gentle- 
men are in earneſt, diſpoſed to cure this 
Evil, it may be done to the Honour and 
Reputation. of future Parliaments, and to 
the ſaving nine Parts i in teh, of that Time, 
Which has of late: Years been conſumed in 
the Buſineſs of Flections; and therefore 
ſurely chis kiedhvehioncy can be'no Obs 
jection 


jection e 7 Vie. T4 Parliaments; 


which is not owing to that, but to very 


different Cauſes; and which cannot j 
| bly be cured by the Repeal of the Tyien- 
nial Act; but may be done, if not entire- 


ly, yet, in a great Meaſure, by proper 


| Proviſions for that Purpoſo. 
As to the Inconveniencies ſuggeſted to 


the Third Seſſions of Parliament, from 


the near Approach of a new Choice; ; it 
will be much the ſame againſt the Second 
Seſſions, in which ſomething of Buſineſs is 
admitted tobe done: For, T ſee but little 
difference between the Influenbe, which 
the Proſpect of a new Choice Will have, 
at the end af One, or at the End of Two 


Years. The Objection therefore, as to 


this Purpoſe, is altogether: trifling; but I 
will agree, that it has its Weight, if it be 
urged for the Jong Continuamce; and great- 
er ſtill, if it be urg d for the "Perperaating 

the preſent Parliament; for then - inde 

Gentlemen would be freed from allAnxiety, 
about a future Election, and wou'd be 
under no Reſtraints, nor have any Byaſs 
on their Minds, from the Sentiments of 


thoſe who choſe them; but ſurely it ought 
not to be thus, nor is this a Corp Oliment 


fit to be made ko the Electors of Great 
Britain, and*is far from being à ſuitable 
Return for the Honour they have done 


us: tis menſtfous to Kippolty that we 


ſhould 


— 
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. ſhould render our ſelves diſgreeable to the 
People, by a faithful Diſcharge of our 
Duty ; and doing that which is beſt for the 
Intereſt of the Nation. 
.- Surely we our ſelves in the firſt Part of 
this our firſt Seſſions, notwithſtanding all 
the Time ſpent in the "VA bp of 
Elections, have been able to find time to 
give all the neceſſary Supplies for the 
Service of the Nation; but perhaps we 
have made ſomeDiſcoveries in this Age un- 
known to former ones; we have a Glimpſe 
of ſome Light_undeſcry'd before; yet 
it will ſtill be true, that this Light has 
ſprung up but. very lately among us. And 
altho this Conſideration cangot weaken 
the real Strength of the Argument, yet it 
lays it under the Imputation of Novelty, 
and will be a full Juſtification of the In- 
tegrity, if not of the Sagacity, of thoſe 
who all perſevere i in their Oppoſition to. 
the Bill. | | 
As to the Failure in the Triennial A& 
of anſwering the Expectations of the Na- 
tion, it has been only aſſerted in general 
Terms, and I cannot cafily gueſs at what 
is particularly meant; for it has certainly 
anſwered all the Ends which from = 
Preamble of the Act we can apprehend to 
have. been expected by the Makers there- 
of, or which indeed, in the Nature of the 
Thing, cou d have been ee from g ; 
oy 11 or, 
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for, ſurely, the Grievance, which had 
been felt, of a very Long Parliament, is 
thereby redreſs d, and the Conſtitution of 
frequent new Parliaments, in Part, re- 
trieved, and brought nearer to what it 
anciently and originally was. 
As to the Increaſe of Bribery and Cor- 
ruption in Elections, ſince the Triennial 
AQ, it is impoſſible it can be owing to that 
Law, or that it would be any wiſe dimi- 
niſhed by a Repeal thereof; and, in Fact, 
the Encreaſe of Bribery and Corruption in 
Elections may have happened ſinee that 
Law, and yet be no wiſe a Conſequence 
thereof; tis contrary to Common Senſe 
to imagine, that thoſe who would purchaſe 
their Seats in Parliament, would give 
more for a Trienni al, than for a Septen- 
nial one, or for a Continuance during Life; 
or that ſuch Electors, who will ſell their 
Voices, have not Arithmetick enough to 
proportion their Prices to the Times they 
chuſe their Repreſentatives for. There- 
fore this Obje&ion againſt the Triennial 
Att is certainly very frivolous, unleſs ſome- 
thing much further be intended, than 
believe any Briton has yet the Courage to 
ſpeak out, I mean, unleſs it be intended, 
before the Expiration of the Seven Years, 
to add a further Term by another Act, 
and ſo on: Then indeed there is an ef- 
fectual ſtop put to all 1 
& - Cor- 
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Sepp in Elections, if the laſt Election 
which the People had, is to be the aſt 

they ſhall ever have. 53 

This brings to my Mind a very ee 
ious Pamphlet, which came out a little 
before the Election of the preſent Parlia- 
ment; I think the Title of it is Engliſh 
Advice to the Freeholders of ENGLAND: 
This Author takes great Pains to divert 
the People of England from chuſing a 
certain Party of Men, whom he unjuſtly 
paints in very black Colours; and amongſt 
others, there is an Expreflion to this Ef- 
fea. * Don't give your Vote for any. of 
© theſe People, whatever they may offer 
4 vou; for, depend upon it, if there 
ns ſhould be a Majority of them in Par- 
cc , liament, it is the laſt Vote you will 
* ever have the Opportunity to give. 
1 am perſuaded it is far from the Inten- 
tions of any Gentleman here, to contri- 
bute to the Credit and Reputation of that 
Author, by giving even a Colour of Pro- 
bability to the Truth of any of his Pre- 
aiftions ; and this, I hope, will alſo have 
ſome Weight, to prevent a Repeal of the 
Triennial Ad; ſince that will have the 
Air of the firſt bold Step towards the ful- 
filling of this wicked Prophecy; and the 


making uſe of the Argument 1 have been 


endeavouring to explode, will not a little 


heighten the Suſpicion ; ; it peing evident- 
ly 
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5 which this Author has told But Ro 


great Sums given have been loſt to the 
Service of the Nation, which now remains 


the great Burthens on gur Trade, a nei 
We ing pf TONER more ehre and ber 
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ly aof no Forge in any other View, put 
that of e Fore, the 900 ia to the Len 


ly Gentlemen need not thus hunt about 
her for the Cauſe ox thi Cure of Bride: 
ry and WILT MLA in E Fee . 

On the late Sy eyolution., hs by 
which our, Religion An | Liberties , Were 
preſerved, V2. Were Weder engaged 
in a very Cxpen ive. Var; and, had 
been carryd on by Supplies within the 
Vear, as. it is evident it mi ight have been = 
our War and our Taxes wonld have end 905 | | 
together; ; and we thoul d have been then 
as able, when j uſtly Pp gvoked thereto, 
begin a fecond * War, as We, were to ynder- 
take the firſt. But, unhappily. for Hug: 
land ! this Method was not purfued; 
inſtead thereof, the Nation, was 51 Pieces 
meal expoſed to Sale; and execrable ſure- 
ly will their Names be to lateſt Pofteriry, 
who at firſt began, or have been ſince, the 
chief Supporters of this accurſed Practice, 
by which One Third Part at leaſt of the | 


loaded with a Debt of Fifty Millions; 
beſides, 5 leaſt the Sum of Seventy Mil- 
lions, which has been actually rais d and 
paid. From hence it followed, that by 


nefic 
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ne ici al having ariſen, I mean the Publict 


Funde, almoſt the whole numerous Body 


of our wealthy Engliſb Merchants, who 


were formerly the Glory of our own, and 


the Envy of other Nations, have thrown 


all their Money into this new Channel, 


and have left the ancient Trade, from 


which only the Wealth of the Nation can 


ariſe, to be carried on by Men of ſmall 


Fortunes, who Trading only upon Credit, 
or the Ma- 


are little more than Factors 
nufacturers of England, who by this un- 


natural Tranſmigration, are now become 


the Merchants of the Kingdom; and un- 
der theſe Diſadvantages a great Part of 
our 'Trade, which was formerly carried 
on with Vigour by our own, is now fallen 
into the Hands of Foreign wealthy Mer- 
chants, and, I am afraid, irreparably loſt 
'to us; the inevitable Conſequence of 


which hath been, Ruin to Thouſands and 


Thouſands of Britiſb Families. And tis 
as evident, that by the long Continuance 
of the Land and Malt-Taxes, and the 


high Prices of all things, by the Addition 


of new Exciſes, the greater Part of the 
midling Gentry of the Kingdom are half 


| undone ; and even our greateſt Common- 
ers, and the Nobility themſelves, have 


very ſenſibly felt theſe Preſſures upon the 
Publick ; and, if the Diſtreſs more or leſs 
has become almoſt univerſal, no Wonder 
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if it has plained the Way to Bribery. nid 
Corruption, and diſpos'd thoſe who had 
the Opportunities of doing it,' to partake 


of the general Plunder, and to repait 


their own at the Expence of the fe ns 
Loſſes. e 
The Funde, as Lam informed, produce | 
above born Millions yearly towards the 
Intereſt, and ſinking of ſome Part of the 
Principal of our Debt. This great addi- 
tional Revenue, tho the Property of pri- 


vate Perſons, is entirely under the Ma- 


nagement of the Officers of che Crown, 
and thereby a Dependeiice- vaſtly greater, 
on a Miniſtry, has been created, than ever 
was before, or could otherwiſe: have been; 
and what Influence this has had on our 
Elections throughout the whole Kingdom, 
the Acts of Parliament Which have been 


made to prevent the ſame, ſuſhiciently 


proclaim. We have now an Army of C 
wil Officers; as dangerous as any Military 

Force, entirely at the Desotion of a' Mi- 
niſtry ; ; and altho' we may run no Rifque 
from this in the Hands-where his Majeſty 
has now plac'd the Adminiſtration, yet 
we have formerly been, and may again be 
in Peril, from this adventitious Power, wy 
the total Loſs of our Conſtitution. 

The Short of the Caſe ſeems to met 
be, That ſome Miniſters, have, by their 
Conduct, owe? a _ Way to beggarthe 
K Nation; 
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Nation; and others have corrupted thoſe 
who have been ſo undone: And in this 
unhappy Situation of Men and Things, 
the publick Money has been employ'd to 
corrupt Electors and Returning Officers, 
and thereby have fill'd ſome late Parlia- 
ments with the Creatures of a Miniſtry, 
and many have likewiſe expended vaſt 
Sums of their own, when they ſaw it 
neceſlary to get or ſecure a Place; and 
by: this Means, theſe Parliaments have 
been filled with great Numbers of Mer- 
cenary Troops, whoſe Names were ſcarce 
known in the Countries where they were 
choſen, and without any Family Intereſts 
Of their own, or the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
who had; and if there has been any 
Bribery on the Parts of thoſe who have 
oppoſed ſuch. Men, as perhaps there may, 
it has been occaſioned by the vile Arts 
which have been put in Practice againſt 
them. So, I think, I may truly affirm, 
That Bribery and Corruption in Elections 
have not followed as any Conſequence of 
the Triennial Act, but from Cauſes wide-| 
ly. different; and that the Foundation 
thereof was at firſt laid, and has been 
ſince improved and carried on by wicked 
and deſigning Miniſters. As to the Cure 
of this Evil, I am afraid, it cannot be 
thoroughly effected, whilſt the Nation 
labours under the preſent heavy Log of 
's 21 ot ; 
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Debt; and for this and many other Rea- 
ſons, it docs not a little concern us to 


make all the Progreſs we poſſibly can, in 


ſo great and ſo good a Work, as is the 


Diſcharge thereof. 


As to the Heats and Animoſities, which 
are likewiſe charged to the Account of 


the Triennial Act, and the Burthen and 


Grievance of frequent expenſive Elections, 
I ſhall readily agree, That the Freꝗquen- 
cy of Elections is directly intended and 


deſign d by the Triennial Act, to prevent 
the miſchievous Conſequences 'of long con- 
tinu'd Parliaments: But ſurely no one 
will ſay, That this, ſimply and abſtract- 
cdly, is a Burthen or Grievance; and, as 
to the great Expence in Elections, and 


the violent Heats and Animoſities about 


them, they are not in the leaſt owing, ta 
the Triennial Act, as I. have already 
ſhewn: And I preſume no Gentleman 
wou'd deſire to extinguiſh the ancient 
Engliſh Wen for which the Nation 
has been ſo long fam'd; nor can any Man 


imagine it more polible to cure all Heats 
and Animoſities in Elections, than to prez 


vent Contentions about them, which the 
laudable Ambition of ſerving the Nati 

hath formerly kept up, and I hope i ＋ will 
do ſo again, without the Help o 112 


other Motives ; ; but beſides, I am 6 
gr | 


ded, that Sean, NS from 
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thy a Principle, and the old Eng7i/h Hoſ- 
| E will do no Harm. It is ſtrange, 
That any one Gentleman can fancy, that 
the paſſing the Bill before us into a Law, 
would cool our Heats, and fettle us all 
in 'Franquillity ; it ſeems to me to be cal- 
culated for the direct contrary Purpoſes ; 
to blow up the Flame, and to fill up the 
Meaſure. of the Nation's Diſcontents; for 
tis impoſſible to conceive, that the Elect- 
ors of Great-Britain, of whatever Party 
or Denomination they may be, will not 
be highly incens'd by ſuch a' Law as this; 
and if they ſhould univerſally turn their 
Reſentments againſt thoſe who, without 
their Choice, have made themſelves the 
Repreſentatives of the People; I leave 
Gentlemen to judge, whether this would 
not be an Animoſity of a much more dan- 
gerous Conſequence, than that which we 
are pretending to extinguiſh by this Bill. 
It is alſo urgd, That theſe frequent 
Elections are a great Encouragement to 
the Ialeneſs and Debauchery of the menn- 
eft and loweſt of the People; Opportuni- 
ties only to gratify the Drunkenneſs and 
Lewdneſs of the Mob. I am ſorry, that 
there are any Exceſſes, to give Founda- 
tion for this Complaint ; but ſurely the 
Evil proceeds from the ſame Cauſe, and 
Muſt be cur'd in the ſame way with thoſe 
others,” which I have already taken * 
LOST" | 8 a of, 
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of, to have been objected to the Triennial 
Act. And I mention this now, only to 
obſerve, what pretty Epithets are given 
to the Electors of Great-Britain. It was 
with Concern, that I heard them lately 
treated in this Manner in another Piace, 
but could never have believed it poſſible to 
have heard any thing like it hinted with- 
in theſe Walls. How low and mean ſoe- 


ver they may be, they are ſtill the People 


of Great Britain, and we are one of the 
'Three Eſtates of the Realm, by a Power 


derived and delegated from them. And 


are we then only the Repreſentatives of 


a lewd, drunken, debauchd Mob? To 


paint out the Commons of Great-Britain 
in ſuch contemptible Colours, is ſurely do- 


ing great Diſhonour to our ſelves, and is 
equally ungrateful and unjuſt to them. I 


think we repreſent all the Commons. of 


Creat-Britain, and ſurely amongſt them 
there are many Thouſands every way as 


well qualified to fill theſe Seats, as we 
u ho have now the Honour to do it. And 


even, as to thoſe of an inferior Rank, it 


muſt be own'd, that they are a Brave. and 
a Gallant People; and when we compare 


them with thoſe of other Countries, we 


haye Reaſon to be in Raptures with our on 
happy Conſtitution, which has made ſuch a 
Difference between them and other Men. 
They are bred up from their Cradles with 


% 


— 


1 deep 
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deep Impreſhons of Liberty, and have 


their Properties fenc'd in, and ſecured by 
Law; and by their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, they have the Honour to ſhare 
even in the Legiſlative Authority; and 
?tis this gives our People the Spirit and 
Reſolution' of the ancient Romans, by 


which our Nation has obtain'd and pre- 


ſerv'd its great Character in the World. 


It is thus we ought to deſcribe the Peo- 
ple of Great-Britain, and we ſhall then 


only do them the Juſtice they deſerve. 


But if, on the contrary, we ſhew an In- 


elmation to depreciate their Value, and 
ſeem to be aſhamed of thoſe we repre- 
Fent, will it not, eſpecially if we paſs the 
Bill now before us, give the ſtrongeſt Jea- 
louſy, that we intend to repreſent them 
no more, but to ſet up, for the future, a 


"third Eftate entirely independent of them. 


And this Jealouſy will be ſtill encreaſed, 
by what has been, with too great Free- 
dom, diſcours'd of without Doors, That 
the People muſt be governed by their 
Fears; and furely ſo they muſt, if this 
Bill paſs, for I. think it will be ſcarce 


: poſſible afterwards to govern them by 


Love. Unhappy Britain! To have 
brought forth Children ſo unnatural, as 
to treat thee thus! For whatever may 
have been put in Practice in former Times, 
the Doctrine of Slavery was never ſo 
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openly avowed before. What! Govern 


Free People by their Fears! Monſtrous 
Expreſſion ! 484 certainly a: form'd De- 
ſign correſponding thereto is an Act of 
Treachery as foul and black as a Briton 
can be guilty of: A high Crime and Miſ- 


demeanour it certainly is; I will not call 


it High Treaſon, becauſe I know no Law 
of the Land which has yet deelared it ſo. 

The Argument which I ſhall next take 
Notice of, is that which ſeems to me. to 
be mentioned as the chief Inducement in 
the Preamble of the Bill, and which has 
been chiefly inſiſted upon by the Gentle- 
men who have ſpoken for it; © Becauſe 
cc of the Danger from the general Diſ- 


— 


contents, and great Diſaffection of the 


* People, which ſome Gentlemen are ap- 
< prehenſive, were a Parliament now to 
88 4 be called, would produce a Majority of 

© very different Sentiments from thoſe 
« who now compoſe it.” - Others, who 


think better of the Inclinations of the 


People, believe, © that this wicked Work 


2 could not be accompliſhed without the 
© Help of Foreign Money to Bribe and 
* Corrupt the Electors of Great Britain; 
© but, upon the whole, are of Opinion, 


7 e that the thing would be effected; and 
© that, | inſtead of the preſent excellent 


« Houſe of Commons, ſo devoted to the 


** true Intereſt of their Country, nd to 
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10 the Support of his Majeſty, and the 
< Proteſtant Succeſſion, we ſhould great- 
ly riſque the having ſuch a Parliament 
© as would be ready to call in the Pre- 
© tender, and to deliver up their Coun- 


* 


Ei; try to Popery and Arbitrary Power; 


te And therefore:thoſe who are againſt the 
© Bill are charg d with contributing to 
© his Deſign, - altho' they are charitably 
«believed no wiſe to intend the Thing. 
And this I think is the full Import of what 
has been ſaid by Gentlemen on this Head 


of Arguments = 


As to the Danger which forks Gontlas 
men imagine,” of an ill Parliament, were 
ir now eto be choſen, from the Help of 
French Money, it is, in my Opinion, a 
Reproach to the preſent Miniſtry, to fan- 

that they would be outdone or out- 
witted by Franes in this, or in any other 

way; and I think, that the defeating of 
duch an Attempt is the only Caſe in which 
a Miniſtry might unblameably apply the 
publick Money in the — of Electi- 
ons: I with it never had been, or may be 
done on any other Occaſion. But why do 


Gentlemen believe, that the Regent of 


France will meddle in our Elections ? 
Surely, not long ſince, he had a much 
better: Opportunity: to have diſtrefs d us, 
had he been ſo diſpos' d. On other. Oc: 


ions we. hear, I mean without Doors, of 


© 
*+ 


P, i the 


* 3 * 1 


vs 


4 © wha W 7 ln CT © % We Or 


hl D ⏑˖⏑ nn o+ 


n 


rs 


* 
K 


* 
* 


e | 
the good Underſtanding between his Ma- 
jeſty, and that Prince; and that the Pre- 
tender will very ſoon be oblig'd to travel 
beyond the Alps; and this certainly is 
highly probable, if the Regent have any 
Expeitations of being himſelf one Day 


King of France. I ſhall ſay no more of 


this, and believe thoſe, who made the 
Objection, ſcarce expected that any one 
would have taken ſo much notice of it. 

As to the Danger of an ill Parliament, 
from the great Diſaffection of the People; 
This, I confeſs, is a moſt extraordinary and 
ſurprizing Argument, and ſuch as I never 
thought I ſhou'd have heard in this Place ; 
for it is an open Declaration and Acknow- 


ledgment, that the People of Great Bri- 


tain are not truly Repreſented at this 
time; That the preſent Houſe of Com- 
mons are the Supporters of the Liberties 
and true Intereſt of the People, which 
the People themſelves are endeavouring 
to deſtroy, and wou'd effectually do ſo by 


a new Choice; and therefore they are to 


be treated like indiſcreet Children, and 


not to have their Frowardneſs humour d at 


the Price of their Undoing. This indeed 


is telling the People of Great Britain, in 


the plaineſt Terms, that as they are not 
at preſent truly Repreſented by thoſe 


whom they did chuſe, ſo for the future: 


+ 


| | d ? 
they ſhall be Repreſented evithoui any 
3 DOM © > ©  Choith 


. 
Choice at all. If this be the way to In- 
gratiate with the People, what is it which 
can give them a Diſguſt 2 No, certainly 
this muſt make it abſolutely neceſſary to 
govern them by their Fears, and to take 
ſuch Meaſures as are proper for that Pur- 
poſe ; a Deſign ſo black, that I cannot 
ſuppoſe it has yet entered into the Heart 
of any Briton. de nd. 

Tt is amazing to hear this very Sug- 
geſtion, in my Opinion far diſtant from 
the Truth, not only on the Preſent, but 

/ on other Occaſions, ſo frequently made 
uſe of as al Argument $7 for were at real[- | 
1y true, can it be any Service to the Pub- 
lick to be making daily and hourly Pro- 
clamation thereof ? For can this be a pro- 

per and a likely Means to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of his Majeſty, and his faithful 
Subjects, or to weaken thoſe of the Pre- 
tender, and his foreign and domeſtick 
Friends, to publiſh to all the World (for 
what is faid in this Place can be a Secret 
no where) that the Difaffection to his 

_ . Majeſty is very General, and the Party 

of the Pretender ſo conſiderable in the 
Nation, as to riſque another Rebellion in 
his Favour, if they had the Opportunity 
of aſſembling together in Numbers on a 
new Election, or any other Opportunity 

_ equally propitious to their Purpoſe ; and 

if this Fi not happen, that ſtill there 


wou'd 


Pe 


RE. 
 wou'd be Danger, that the Majority on a 
New Election, wou'd be in the Intereſt of 
the Pretender; and that this wou'd not 
be leſs, perhaps might be more fatal, 
even than a Rebellion. A Bill founded 
on ſuch Surmiſes as theſe, and Supported 
with ſuch Arguments, is highly dangerous, 
and if 2 into a Law, its Title ought 
to be, An Act for. the moſt ęffectual Fm 
couragement of the Pretender and his 
Allies, to invade this Kingdom; in my 
Conſcience, I believe it ſo, and that ſa 
it will be found, if this Bill ſhould paſs 
into a Law. in en, OP 
I believe it will be admitted, that 
from the firſt Eftabliſhment of the Suc- 
ceſſion, until it happily took Place, a 
vaſt Majority of People expreſsd the 
greateſt Zeal for it, and Satisfaction in it; | 
That from the Death of the Queen, to 
the Arrival of his Majeſty, the Nation was 
never known to be in a greater Calm. 
That the Parliament then in being unani- 
mouſly ſettled the Civil Liſt for the Sup- 
port of the Dignity of the Crown, and 
compleated what was wanting for the 
Supplies of that Lear; and whatever Faults 
they might have been guilty of before, 
there was nothing now wanting in the 
expreſſing of their Duty; and it has been 
ſurmis' d, that ſome Perſons whoſe Zeal 
fox his Majeſty cannot be ſuſpected, * 


A 
not a little apprehenſive, that that Par- 
liament, and the Party of which their 


Majority was  compos d, wou'd, to make 


amends for their paſt Conduct, go too great 


Lengths in their Complaiſanuce to the 
Crown; and that for this very Reaſon, 


it was dangerous for the Nation, that bis 
Majeſty ſhou'd ever meet them; but what- 
ever tne Reaſons-were, certain it is, that 
his Majeſty ſaw them not. The Joy on 
his Majeſty's Arrival, was as Great and 


Univerſal, as was ever known in Britain; 
and from hence I think I may fairly con- 


clude, that if there be ſuch a Diſaffection 


as is ſuggeſted, ſince it was not before, it 


muſt have happened ſince his Majeſty's 


Arrival; and if this can be imagined 


poſſible, it muſt be then agreed, that ſuch 
à general Diſaffection is an Effect too con- 


ſiderable to be produc'd voy "vary or 


by a very flight Cauſe ; his Majeſty ſurely 
can be no wiſe the Cauſe of ſo ſurprizing 
à Change, as is ſurmisd, in the Inclina- 


tions of his People; therefore if there be 


ſuch a Diſaffection, it can be only to the 
Miniſters, and produc'd from ſomething 
really ill, or which is -apprehended to 


be ſo. in their Conduct. I am perſwaded 


that they themſelves have too much Mo- 
deſty, not to agree, that tis much more 
'reaſonable; to ſuppoſe a Diſaffection to 


them, than to the, Perſon of the King; 
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done, between the Sover eign and the Mi- 
niſters of . 

But in Juſtice to the preſent Miniſtry, 
we muſt conclude, that the Diſaffect ion 
to thom is occaſioned only by imaginary, 
and not by any real Evils done by them; 
and we have great Reaſon to hope, that 
by their wiſe and prudent. Management, 
they will be able, in a very little Time. 
to undeceivea miſtaken and deluded People, 
and thereby regain thoſe AﬀeRions, which, 
for the Ws they apprehend to be loſt 
to them. nat they fhou'd fail in this, 
I am ARG from their. great Zeal 


for the * Ouier of The King, and Welfare of 


their Country, from their known Diſm- 


zereftedneſs, their generous Contempt of 
Advantages to themſelves, and from that 
ancient Heroic Roman Vertue, which fo 
viſibly appears in every part of their Con- 


duct, that they themſelves wou'd become 


Suppliants to his Majefty for Liberty to 
retire from the Burthen of their Truft, 
and to repoſe the ſame in ſuch Hands, as 

might put an end to the Diſaffections 


which are now now complained of. And 


I am the more confirmed in this Opinion, 


becauſe I my ſelf have heard ſome of the 


greateſt Mn now in Power, before they 
were ſo, expreſs themſelves in fuch 4 
mans 


Ie 
manner, as left me no room to doubt of 
the Sincerity of ſuch a Diſpoſition. _ 
There is yet one part of the Objection 
which Ihave not touch'd upon, the Danger 
which is apprehended of an Invaſion from 
Abroad, and the Inſurrection at Home, 
ſhould a New Parliament be called at 
this time; and this, I think, is the on!. 
'Thing which I have heard mentioned, 
which has the Colour of an Argument for 
E longer Continuance of the preſent Par- 
Lament ; but I believe, when tis a little 
examined, it will appear to have the 
Colour only, and to be Fox & præterea 
nihil. I think I have already made it 
evident, that there is no ſuch Difaffection 
to his Majeſty, or his Royal Family, as 
is ſuggeſted; and if there be not, then the 
Danger of any Invaſion or Inſurrection on 
that Suppoſition, falls entirely to the 
Ground. But even admitting the Diſ- 
Affection to be as it is ſuggeſted, tis 
ſtill agreed, that the whole Nation is 
not difaffected, but only ſome part thereof; 
and that therefore the meeting together, 
on the Occaſions of Elections (which are 
not made all on the ſame Day) wou'd 
conſiſt of mixt Multitudes of well, and 
of ill- affected Perſons, ſo that the former 
might balance the latter... 
But admitting that not only the Diſ- 
piegion is, but that the calling of a New 

rr ar- 


i 
| 
i : 
1 
” 
| 
' 
wo 
1 ; 
_ 
.M 
= : 
1 , 
þ | : 
[ 
i : 
i Hl 
1 ; 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
5 
1 
'F 
Ws | - 
1 
Ss 
1 
1 
ii 
5 


: 
= 
: 
1 
|| 
. 
8 
3 
7 


%F 4 ba A * A TI - 


My bud hols 10 woe WW 7 


3 


[197] 


Parliament at this time, wou'd be, as the 


ſame have been Repreſented, yet this will 


not prove that there's any Neceſſity at 
this time for the paſſing the Bill, which 
is the Subject of our preſent Debate. I do 
moſt readily agree, that if this Parlia- 
ment were to expire in a very ſhort time, 
and that the publick Meeting of the People 


would really be of ſuch a dangerous Con- 


ſequence in the prolent Jungue as has 


been mentioned; That then abſolute Ne- 


ceſity which always has boen, and ever | 


will be, a Juſtification .of extraordinary 
Steps, would equally juſtify the prolon- 
gation for a 'Time, of the preſent Par- 
liament, in the Manner. now propos d; 
and no doubt but that the next ſuc- 
ceeding Parliament conven'd in the uſual 
legal Manner, wou'd approve and con- 
firm what ſhou'd be done in this, on ſo 


preſſing an Occaſion. But ſurely it will 


no wiſe follow, becauſe this might be 
done in a Caſe of abſolute Neceſſity, 
that therefore it may or ought to be 
done, when there is no Neceflity at all. 
And it is evident, that there is no imme- 
diate Neceſſity for the paſſing of this Law, 
ſince, notwithſtanding the Length of the 


firſt, his Majeſty may ſtill have two Seſſi- 


ons more of this very Parliament; and 


will it not be time enough to paſs ſuch a 


Law in the laſt Sefians, if it thould then 


＋ 7481 


appear as neceſſary as it is now pretended 


to be? And therefore admitting every 


thing which has been alledged, there is 


not the Colour of a Neceſſity for ſuch a 
Law at preſent; and this gives me ſtrong 
Suſpicion, that there is a Snake in the 


Graſs, and that we have not yet been 


acquainted with the true Reaſon of ſo 
unprecedented an Attempt, - Certainly 
no Gentleman can be afraid of what eve- 


xy Gentleman muſt wiſh, that before the 


end of another Year, our Ferment will 
fübſide, and the Nation be reſtored to a 

perfect Calm, which would entirely take 
ao all pretences of doing. what is now 
endeavoured: Or, that, the unanimous 
Voice of the Flettors of Great Britain, 


againſt ſuch a Law, would, before another 


Seſſions, be found too ſtrong to be reſiſted 
by their Repreſentatives; and that Gentle- 
men, upon à more mature Conſideration, 

might come to. think very differently of 
this Matter from what they at preſent 
may; and that therefore this great Maſter- 
piece muſt be ſtruck off at one Heat, and 
that now or never muſt be the Word: Or 


may not others without Doors be apt to 


ſuſpect, that this Law is really intended 
to encourage the Pretender to invade, and 


his ſecret Friends to ſhew themſelves in 
publick ; by ſoothing them up in the m_ | 


and belief of the Greatneſs of their Nu 
1 
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bers; and by leading them into that Snare, 
cruſhing them as thoroughly in England, 
as we have lately done in Scotland; and 
thereby ſecure for ever the Peace and 
 Franquillity of the whole Kingdom ? For 
it is impoſſible to imagine, that ſuch 
Encouragement would be given to the 
Pretender or his Friends, as ſeems to be 


have an Opportunity of diſcovering / and 


done by the Preamble of this Bill, and 


the Debate of this Day, if thoſe who 
were for the Bill were not entirely ſatiſ- 


fied, that a new Rebellion, if it ſhould 


happen, would be attended only with the 
Conſequences I have juſt now mentioned, 


How right a Deſign of this kind may be in 
Politicks, I will not pretend to deter- 


mine, but will venture to affirm, that it 
is entirely inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Principles of Humanity, 
common to all Mankind, © © - 

But beſides, I think an Experiment of 
this kind much too dangerous to be try'd, 


for, when the Fire is once kindled, no 


human Wiſdom can tell how much it 
may conſume. And altho' we have haf 

pily ſuppreſs d the late unnatural Rebel- 
lion, yet, I am perſuaded, no Wiſe Man 
can wiſh, to ſerve any End whatever, td 
ſee the Nation expos'd again to the 
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às little ſupported from Abroad, as the 

laſt ſeems to have been. Such Motives' as 

theſe, therefore, can ſurely prevail with 

no Body, and yet I am not able to gueſs 
at thoſe which ſhou'd: And where tio 
viſible Reaſon does appear, for ſo violent 
and needleſs a Precipitation, there muſt, 

and will be great Variety of Conjectures 
at thoſe which are not ſeen. 

Another Argument ſeems to have great 
Weig ht with fome Gentlemen for the 
975 of this Bill; That it will encou- 
| rage Foreign, Princes and States to 
. enter into Alliances With iis, when they 
= ; ſee. a certain fix d Admin ſtrarion, dn 
| * Which they may depend; for that at 
1 . preſent they look upon us to be in the 
we „Nature only of a Triennial Gogerniment, 

a New Parliament being uſually. atten- 
= ded with a. new Miniſtry, and a new 

** Miviſtry with new Me ſüras, | 
5 believe that this is the firſt, and 1 
Hope it will be the laſt 8 that“ ever ah 
Argument of ſuch a Nature Was advVanc d, 
or would, haye been endur” bt; In any ENU 
| or Britiſh Parliament. We have hitherto 
il able to form great Alljances, and to 
= do great Thins g, on the Foot, of; our an 
li Lent, een And are we'now ſun} 
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2 Briton hear this with Patience > Abſo- 


| Inte Monarchy, and deſpotick Power have 


no Doubt, in ſome Con junctures, the Ad- 


vantage of our Form of Government; but 


ſhall we, for the Sake thereof, give up 
the moſt valuable Conſtitution upon Earth? 
So a lapted to the Spirit of our People, 
and ſo well ſuited, in the general Circum- 
ſtances of Life, for the Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of a Free Nation, and by which we 
have hitherto ſhone forth with a diſt in- 
guiſhing Luſtre from all other Countries 
in the World. But as to the Argument 


it ſelf, why do Gentlemen imagine, that 


Triennial Parliaments neceſlarily infer a 
Triennial Government? Surely the execu- 
tive Power is entirely in the Prince ; there 
the Laws of the Land have placed, it and 
there I hope it will for ever remain; The 
Power of Peace, War, and Alliances, are 
the undoubted Prerogatives of the Crown, 
and no Parliament, I hope, will ever pre- 


tend to diſpute the ſame. The Stability 


therefore of our Government, as it rela- 
tes to Foreign Nations, depends entirely 
on the Prince: And, I believe, our anci- 
ent Allies never had, nor had Reaſon to 


have, a greater Reliance on any British 


155 Monarch, than on his preſent Majeſty, 


who ſo worthily fills the Throne; and, I 


hope, that Reliance will never be transfer d 


"4 from him ta any Miniſtry ſupported by 


any, 


4 
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any Parliament whatever; which 1 think 


would be of the moſt dangerous Conſe- 
quence to the Royal Dignity, the Liber- 


ties of the People, and to the true Inte- 
reſts of all our ſincere Foreign Friends. 
But I am alſo at a Loſs to find out any 
neceſſary Connexion between a New Par- 
liament and a New Miniſtry, were there 
any Weight in that Objection ; for, are 


not the publick Employments in the Diſ- 


poſal of the King, and whilſt they are 
executed to his Satisfaction, will be con- 
tinued in the ſame Hands e And when 
they are not, 'tis unfit they ſhould. And 
whatever Changes his Majeſty may at 
any time happen to make, I am perſwa- 
ded, they will be always ſuch, as will be 
molt for his own Service, and the Welfare 
.of the Kingdom. And I muſt declare the 
ſame Opinion as to Employments, as I 
have done with Relation to Seats in Par- 


liament: That there are great Numbers 


in Britain, every way as well qualified 
for them, as the preſent Poſſeſſors; and, 
how great ſoever my Eſteem may be for 
the preſent Miniſtry, I can't carry my 
Compliment ſo far, as to think, that the 
Nation would be andone, if they were 
Jaid afide. But if by the paſſing of this 
Law, the preſent Miniſtry ſhould be ef- 
fectually eſtabliſh'd, which is more than 


any Man can pretend to propheſy, what 
1 Encou- 
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| Encouragement could this in Reality give 


to the forming of foreign Alliances? when, 
by the ſame Law tis fully inſinuated, and 
plainly admitted in the preſent Debate, 
That the Aﬀections of a very great Part 
of the People are loſt to this very Mini- 
ſtry; for my own Part, I think it is doing 
them the greateſt Wrong, and furniſhing 
foreign Princes and States with the ſtrong- 
eſt Arguments againſt entering into any, 


Alliance with us. For it is not their be- 
ing ſupported by a Majority of this Houſe, 


that will be any ſubſtantial Encourage- 
ment, if it is believed that a Majority of 
the Nation are in very different Senti- 
ments. 

Five Hundred and Fifty Eight Gentle- 
men of Britain, abſtractedly conſidered, 
were they all unanimous, bear but a ſmall 
Proportion to the Number in the Nation; 
but when they ſit within theſe Walls, 
cloathed with the Authority of the Peo- 


ple, and are thought to ſpeak their Senſe, 


tis then indeed that they will have the 
full Weight of the Commons of Great- 
Britain. It is evident, that the preſent 
Miniſtry and Parliament were in Being, 
when the late Rebellion broke out, and 
that notwithſtanding of all other proper 
Meaſures, Six Thouſand Dutch Troops 
were thought neceſſary towards the Sup- 


preſſing thereof; they had not certainly been 


L 3 other: 
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other wiſe ſent for; nor wou'd any Briton 


Have dar'd to have given ſuch Advice; 


what Judgment then muſt that, and other 
States and Princes form from hence, of 
the Situation of our Affairs, eſpecially 
when by this Law we proclaim aloud, 
that öur Heats and Animoſities do ſtill 
continue, and that there are ſtill very 


dangerous Diſpoſitions towards a new Re- 
bellion; and if this be an Encouragement 


* 
” v.. #' >» * 


to enter into, and depend upon our Alli- 
ances, I know not what can be a proper 


- 4 * * 


Diſcouragement. 


ON 


102 1 am therefore in hopes that this Bill 


will not paſs. Inſtead of ſuch extraordi- 


nary and unnatural Projecis as theſe, there 
are others that deſerve our Attention. I 
think it would be a Deſign worthy of a 
Britiſh Parliament, to concert and exe- 
cute the moſt proper Meaſures for the 
healing up of our Breaches, and uniting 


our Minds for the common Intereſt and 


Safety of the Nation. The firſt Step ab- 
ſolutely neceflary towards this great Work, 
ſeems to me to be, the forgetting all paſt 
Party-Quarrels, and extinguiſhing, for the 
Furure, thcſe odious Names of Diſtin&ion, 


which have been ſo long, and ſo unkappi- 


ly kept up: And I will venture to ſay, 
that this Expedient towards Unanimity is“ 
much more Chriſtian, leſs dangerous, and, 
tho difficult, yet much more 
MY {IA | than 
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than the Extirpation, or total Suppreſſion 


of eicher of the contending Parties, which 
the unthinking Furioſo's of both ſeem to 
be too fond of. EL 1 : 
1 would not have Gentlemen diſcou- 
rag d in endeavouring what I recommend, 


from any Difficulties which they may 


conceive therein; for ſurely there was a 
Time, and not long ſince, when this bleſ- 


ſed Work cou'd not have miſcarried; I 


hope it is ſtill practicable, or elſe the Na- 
tion will be ſoon undone; for, we are 
ſure, that a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf 
w1ll be brought to Deſolation, 'Þ 
the Poſſibility of the Thing, Iet me put 
Gentlemen in Mind of the great Heats 
and Animoſities, which were raiſed and 
continued by the unexampled Violences 
and Cruelties of a long and bloody Civil 
War; yet theſe were all appeas'd in the 
very Beginning of the Reign of K. Charles 
the Second, after his Reſtoratiom the 
Hiſtory of that Time being ſufficiently 


| known, I need not repeat the Meaſures - 
which were then taken; certain it is, the 


Nation enjoy d a Calm for many Years, 


our Trade flouriſh'd, our Wealth increas'd, 
and we were both in the literal and alle- 
gorical Senſe, a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey; and this I hope will be again 
our Caſe. I would alſo recommend the 


Payment of our pubLck. Debts, or at leaſt 
ymet vr 


L4 | 


ut, as to 


LETS 


bas © 
of putting them in a Way of being diſ- 
charg d in ſome reaſonable Time ; Br till 
this is done, we are, in my Opinion, in a 
State of the greateſt In ſecurity: For what 
Foreign Prince or State will either court 
the Friendſhip, or dread the Enmity of a 
Bankrupt People ? For tho' particular Per- 
ſons are really rich, the Nation, whilſt 
loaded with a Debt of Fifty Millions, is 
undoubtedly very poor; and is it not a 
melancholly Conſideration, that when the 
Individuals are very wealthy, that yet the 
Nation ſhould be very weak. This is in- 
deed a Paradox, but greater ſtill, that 
Men can be ſo infatuated, as to ſleep 
ſecure under a Government, which can 
ſcarce be ſaid to be in a Condition of giv- 
ing them Protection, and that too when 
it is in their own Power to redreſs the 
Evil. 
Before I fit down, J muſt obſerve, that 
this Bill is brought in by no Order of this 
Houſe, nor has aroſe on any Motion in it, 
but is a Preſent ſent us by the Houſe of 
Peers. I do not ſay, that their Lordſhips 
have not a Right to ſend us this, or any 
other Bill they pleaſe, a Money-Bill ex- 
cepted; but ſince it chiefly, if not wholly 
relates to our own, and the Rights and 
Privileges of thoſe we repreſent, it would 
more naturally, in my Opinion, have had 
its 8 here; and this Conſi- 
: deration 


„„ 
deration inclines me to believe, that it 
had not been eaſy to have found one 
among us, who would have been willing 
to have made himſelf remarkable, by be- 
ing the firſt Mover of ſo extraordinary a 
Law, ſo likely to diſguſt a vaſt Majority 
of the People. But there are other Rea- 
ſons aſſign d, and pretty freely talk d of 

without Doors, for beginning this Bill in 
the Houſe of Lords; that thereby Time 
would be got, and proper Arguments ap- 
plied, to convince Gentlemen of the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Law, who, when it was 
firſt poke of, ſeem' d to be very much pre- 
judicd againſt it; and tis ſaid, that there 
has been great Pains taken for that Pur- 
| Poſe, and not without Succeſs. But tis 
ſaid, that the main Reaſon againſt begin- 
ning it here, was to take off that Byaſs, 


which was apprehended might be upon the 


Minds of Gentlemen, from the Doubtful- 
neſs of its Fate in another Place; for tho 
the Lords have, we have not an Inheri- 
tance in our Seats, but depend, for a Con- 
tinuance of them, in future Parliaments, 
on the good Opinions of the Electors of 
 Grreat-Britain; and to deprive them of 
the Right of frequent Eletfions, which 
they are now entitled 10 by Law, eannot 
de ſuppos d a proper Recommendation to 
their Favour; = it was therefore conve- 
nient to remoye this Stumbling- block _ 
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— 


of the Way, that the Advocates, for the 


Bilb might Argue and Vote with. greater 
Aſſurance. But I hope the Reſolutions of 
this Dhy will fully make appear, haw falſe 
andigroundleſs theſo and ſuch like Sugge- 
ſtions are, and that we cannot be deter- 
red from a faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt 


ropoſed in us, or influenced againſt it, by 


any Motives or Conſiderations whatſoe- 
veri;{' and that thoſe Gentlemen particu- 
larly, who have, ſat. long in Parliament, 
and, on all Oecaſions, have fo worthily 
e ee ee by being the great; 

eſt Advocates for the Rights and Liberties 


of che People, Will at this time ſhe the 
World, that they continue fix d and ſteady 


to the Principles they have e feſs d, 
I thenefons hops, that a Late, which even 
rhe xb Miniſtny, in the, worſt of Par- 
Hiaments;" never had the Wickedneſs to 
attempt, will nas atually be eſtabliſh d 
under t be BEST Hdminiſtrationy ; and in 


the Bibr: Parliamant with chic bin Na. 
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AGAINST 
Sir R------ Ws 


PROPOSAL &. 


om; Acres with the 
= Honourable Perſon who 
PO ſpoke firſt, "That on 
Hi. Majeſty's Happy 
MA FRE Acceſſion to the Throne, 

there ought to be no 
other Contention amongſt Us, than 
who ſhould moſt contribute to His 
IL | Service, 


FTI * 4 K : lhe oy 


Sni, , than who ould expreſs 


= "rg Loya 2, In the me 
t e enfive Ne 
9 then I — he will a 


with me, That hire to be fe, 
with ſore Regard. to Thoſe We Re. - 
preſent : That this is to be done, 
conſiſtent with the Truſt repoſed i in 
us, confiſtent with abat Frugality, 
which this Houſe is bound to 
whenever the Crown is pleaſed to call | 
of gon it, to exerciſe its Great Tower 


S. Money. 


N o w, notwithſtanding what has 
been urged, I think we Thall ſo far 
depart from this Rule of Frugality, 
as we exceed the Revenue granted to 
His late Majeſty, whether that Ex- 
_ ceeding ſhall amount yearly to Nine- 
ty Three Thouſand Pounds, as compu- 
; 45 at the higheſt by the Homourable | 
Perſon, or 15 Above an Hundred and 
Thirty Ebouſand Pounds, as 1 have 
feen it more truly computed by _ 

ther, 


I 
ther. For I remember very well, 
that the yearly Sm of Seven Hundred 
 Thomſand Pounds (tho now thought 
too little) was not obtained for His 
late Majeſty, without a long and /- 
lemn Debate; and it was allowed by 
every one that contended for it, to 
be an Ample Royal Revenue. Nor 
was it ask'd inconſiderately, and on 
a ſudden; it was asked on mature 
Deliberation, after the Queen s Civil 
Liſt Branches were found deficient ;; 
it was asked after many Computations 
had been made of every Charge requi- 
ſite to ſupport the Honour and Dignity 
of the Crown, and to maintain the 
preſent Royal Family: It was asked 
after duly weighing, what Proviſion 
would be ſufficient to anſwer all the 
ordinary and extraordinary Occaſions of 
tbe Civil Government ; what would be 
{ufficieut to anſwer all Proper Aug- 
mentations of Salaries, all Reaſonable = 
and Charitable Penſions, all Secret Ser- 
| wrces at Home and Abroad, neceſſary 
- | to 


to carry on à juſt and wiſe Adniiniſtra- 
tion: It was asked by the Honourable 
Perſon: Himſelf, and Others, who 
were entering into great Imployments,' 
who were going to taſte; of the Royal 
Bounty, and who tlierefore could not 
poſſibly be ſuſpected to have any 
Deſign of cramping His Majeſty, by 


a too contracted. and narrow Revenue. 


No does the late Alteration in 
the Royal Family call. for any Increaſe 
of Expence, For if the Eſtabliſhment |} 
for the Qucen ſhould be enlarged, Þ ( 
whoſe Diſtinguiſhed Charadder, and | 
many Princely Virtues (taken Notice 
of in Tour Addreſs) entitle her to 
all Degrees of Grandeur, which any Co 
former Queen Conſort ever enjoy ap; 
I ſay, if Her Eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
enlarged, I preſume the Eſtabliſhment 
for Prince FREDERICK will be 
much inferior to that ſettled on His 
preſent Majeſty, when Prince of Wales. 
Beſides, our ardent Wiſhes for His 
f Maje- 


(91) 

| Majeſty's conſtant Reſidence in theſe 
Kingdoms, and His Royal Intentions 
of making us a great and happy People, 


give us Hopes, that many Perſonal, 
many Particular Ax pences in the late 


Reign, eſpecially thoſe for frequent 
Fourmes to Hanover, will be diſcon- 
tinued, and entirely ceaſe. . 

Non is it any Objection to the 
Reaſoning of that Time, when the 
Seven Hundred Thouſand Pounds were 


granted to the late King, or to the 


Computations then made, that This 


Sum is {aid to have been found by 


TRE EXPERIENCE OF PAST 
Times, to be anſwerable to the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Civil Government. 


For TRHIS EXPERIENCE 
could not be found in the Queen's 


Reign, becauſe Her Civil Liſt | Bran- | 


ches ſeldom amounted to Six Hund- 
red Thouſand Pounds, commonly to 
«bout Five Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 


Pounds, 


-- —o<- I. —_—  — —— 


(. 10 
Pounds, and ſometimes to a very little 
above Five. Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
as appears by Accounts formerly laid 
before this Houſe, and I will not 
ſuppoſe thoſe Accounts, which were 
brought from the Treaſury to be 
otherzwnſe than true, in Regard to 

my Honourable Friend i- ask Par- 

_ don------I ſhould have ſaid, the Ho- 
nourable Perſon, for there is no Friend- 
ſhip betwixt us. But He muſt give 
me Leave to obſerve, That when 
He aſſerts, Her Civil Lift Branches 
amounted to above Seven Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds yearly, He can only 
mean the groſs, and not the neat Pro- 
tice, which is a very Uncandid and 
Fallacious way of Arguing. 


FT no' Her Revenues were ſo low, | 
yet She called upon Her Parliament | 
but once in a Reign of above Thir- 

teen Years, to pay the Debts con- 
tracted in Her Civil Government; and 
it is a Juſtice due to the — 
0 
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of That Excellent Princeſs, to remind 


Gentlemen of the unparalled Inſtan- 
ces of Her Piety and Generoſity, which 
occaſioned thoſe Nebts. She gave the 


Firſt Fruits and Tenths, arifing now 


(as the Honourable Perſon ſays) to 


| Nineteen Thouſand Pounds a Tear, for 


the Augmentation of the Maintenance 


of the Poor Clergy. She gave Five 
Thouſand Pounds a Tear out of the 
Poſt-Office to the Duke of Marlbo- 


rough: She ſuffer'd Seven Hundred 


Pounds aWeek to be likewiſe charged 


on the Poſt-Office, for the Publick 


Service, and by that Conceſſion loſt 
a vaſt Sum; the Additional Duty then 


producing only Fight Thouſand Pounds 


a Tear. She gave ſeveral Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds for building the 


| Caſtle of Blenheim. She allowed 
Prince Charles of Denmark Four 
Thouſand Pounds a Tear. She ſuſtain- 
ed great Loſſes by the Tin Contrad. 
She ſupported the poor Palatines, 
Theſe, with many other Royal Boun- 


B 2 ties * 


V 
ties * (which eſcape my preſent Re- 
membrance) were the Reaſons, that 
brought Her under a Neceſſity of 
asking for Five Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds. But She was ſo ſenſible of 
the Inconvemence, and ſo determined 
never to apply to Her Parliament 
again in the hike Manner, that She 
ordered a confiderable Reduction to 
be made of Her Civil Government 
Fxpences. I have ſeen a Scheme of 
that Reduction, as it was actually ſet- 
tled a little before Her Death, and 
intended to commence the Lady-Day 
following. Twould be tedious to 
go thro' all the particular Articles of 
1, and I will only name three or || | 
four. The Cofferer's Office Payments 
were reduced from Eighty Five Thou- 
ſand Pounds to Seventy Five Thouſand, } 
Ihe Allowances for Foreign Miniſters, It 


* 
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* She gave An Hundred Thouſand Pounds fo the Uſes of þ 


from 


%% War, 
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from Seventy Five Thouſand Pounds 
to Thirty Thouſand. Penſions and 
Bounties from Eighty Seven Thouſand 
Four Hundred and N. mety odd Pounds, 
to Sixty Thouſand. Secret Services 
from Twenty Seven Thouſand Pounds | 
to Twenty Thouſand ; a Sum ſurpri- | 
zingly ſmall ! when compared with 1 
tbe late Dis burſements on that Head. 1 
In ſhort, the whole yearly Expences |} 
were deſigned to be Reduced to Fu. 
Hundred Fifty Nine Thouſand Nine 4A 
Hundred Forty One Pounds; and that | 
would have been done, without 
eclipſing the Glory of the Crown, which 
ſome Gentlemen ſo roundly affirm, can- 
not Now be maintained under almoſt 
a Double Appointment. J 


FROM hence it appears plainly, * 
| that this Argument FT by Ex 
PERIENCE OF AST [1MEs, 
can have no Reference to the Queens 
- | Reign. It muſt therefore be applied 
_ | tho! put in he Plural Number) ” 
| _— 


„ 
the late Adminiſtration Only; and I 
confeſs, if the ſame Management was 
to be continued, if the ſame Miniſters 
were to be again employed, a Million 
a Tear would not be ſufficient to car- 
ry on the Exorbitant Expences, ſo 
often, and ſo juſtly complained of 
in this Houſe. For it is Notorious, 
it is Freſn in all our Memories, that 
beſides the Tearly Seven Hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds, there have been many 
Occaſional Taxes, many exceſſive Sums 
raiſed, and they have been All ſunk 
in that bottomleſs Gulf of 
Secret Service. Firſt, the me- 
morable Two Hundred and Fifty Thou- 
ſand Paundgs were raiſed (in Defiance 
of the ancient Parliamentary Me-: 
thods) to ſecure us from the Appre- 
benſrons of a Swediſh Invaſion. Then 
the two Inſurance Offices were erected 
in as Irregular a Manner, by a Bill 
brought into this Houſe (at the lat- 
ter End of a Seſſion, and after the 
Committee of Supply had been cloſed) 


Y 


he 
d) 
* 


reren 


(05 


by the Honourable Perſon, on His Re- 


turn into Power, and thoſe Bubbles 
payed near Three Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds for their Charters. Then a 
new Scene of Affairs opening in Swe- 
den, changed ow Eumity into an 
Alliance; there was a Subſidy of Se- 
venty T'wo Thouſand Pounds implicit- 
ly granted to make good {ome 


{ſecret Bargain, and Engagement 
with that Crown, At the ſame time, 
near Twenty Four Thouſand Pounds 


were given for burning two Merchant 
Ships arrived from infected Places. 
But tho' the Goods, as well as the 


Ships, were payed for by this Houſe, 


that they might, without Injury to 
the Owners, be deftroyed for the pub- 
lick Safety, yet moſt of them were 


privately conveyed into the Counties 
adjacent to the Port where the Ships 


lay, and Sold there. Then ſoon 


atter a Sum of Five Hundred Thou- © 
| fand Pounds was demanded and grant- 


ed for the Payment of the Civil Liſt 
Debt: 
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Debis : On which Occafion His late 
Majeſty declared in His Meſſage, that 
He was reſolved to cauſe a Retrench- 


ment to be made of His Eupences for 


Reſolution, in leſs than four Years 
| (the Neceſſities of the Government 
baving rendered the promiſed Re- 
trenchment impracticable) there was 
a new Demand, and a new Grant of 
Five Hundred Thouſand Pounds more, 
to diſcharge new- lncumbrances. 1 
might mention too the Spanith Ships 
which were taken in the famous Me- 
diterranean ;Sea-Fright, and (as we 
have Reaſon to believe) fold for 4 
conſiderable Sum of Money. Nor is 
it poſſible to forget the Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds, which we 
could only be told the laft Seſſion 
(in a general unexplamed Article ) 
were ſecretly diſpoſed of, for the 
 publick Utility, for the Conſervation 
of the Peace of Europe, and 
1 we: 6 


the future. But notwithſtanding that 
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the Security of the Commerce, and 
Navigation of Great Britain: 


AFTER all Theſe and Other 
Extraordinary Supplies (Jam inform- 
ed) there yet remains a Debt # the 
Civil Government of above Six Hundred 
"Thouſand Pounds. If ſo, ſurely there 
muſt have been a moſt coregious Ne- 
gle of Duty, to ſay no worſe; there 
muſt have been a Strange Spirit of 
Extravagance ſomewhere, or | ſuch 
Inmenſe Sums could never have been 
fo ſoon, ſo inſenſibly ſquandered away. 
And it is amazing, this Extravagance 
| ſhould happen under the Conduct of 
Per ſons pretending to ſurpaſs all their 
1 in the Knowledge and Carr 
' of the Public Revenue: But we are 
not to wonder, that the World has 
been very free in its Cenſures, ſince 
none of theſe Sums have been acconnt- 
ed for, fince they have been imploy- 
ed in Services not fit to be owned. 
None but thoſe, who were in the 
„ 8 2E Secret, 


no 
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Secret, and who had the Diſpoſal 
of them, can refute the Refledions, 
that are made without Doors, not 


only on the Miniſtry, but even on 


both Houſes of Parliament. 1 


T muſt ſay no W Ge CRUILVeE But | hear- 
_ tily wiſh, that Time (the great Diſ- 
coverer of hidden Truths, and conceal- 
ed Iniquities) may produce a Lift 


of All Such (if any Such there were) 
who have been perverted from 


their Public Duty, by private Penſi- 
ons, who have been the Hired 


Slaves, and the corrupt In⸗ 


ſtruments of a Prokuſe, and 


Uain - glorious Adminiſtra⸗ 


tion. If there have been none 
Such, then the whole Weight, then 
the whole Guilt of the late Miſ⸗ 


managements lies on the Miniſters 


themſelves. : 


Bur it ſeems to be Matter of 


univerſal Foy to the Nation, that the 
Caſe is like to be altered. We hope 
We 


7 
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we are arrived at a Day of better 


OEæonomy; we hope ſuch Practices 


will be ſo far from being imitated, 
that they will be deteſted and abborred. 


Nor can any one entertain the leaſt 


Doubt of this, wken He conſiders 
4 Prince is aſcending the Throne, who 


will chooſe a knowng, faithful and 


frugal Miniſtry ; who will not per- 
mit His Domeſtick or Foreign Affairs 
to be negotiated by Bribery, and Cor- 
ruptim, for want of Sufficiency and 


. 
— 
r 


Skill in Politicks; Whoſe Wiſdom 
will enable Him, and whoſe Good- 
neſs will incline Him, not only to 
7 the Management of His Civil 

ſt Branches, but in Juſtice to His 
Parhaments, and in Compaſſion to His 
People, to direct and require a due 
and exact Diſpoſition of all the Other 


Publick Fonds, according to their re- 


ſpective Appropriations. 
Now, in Conſequence of this 


moſt juſt Notion of His Majeſty's 


— 2 Fruga- 


„ 
Bazelity (which. amongſt other Hi 
 munerable Virtues , endears Him 
ſo. much to His Subjects) I hope 
I may without Offence, propoſe 
the Addition of ſome Words to 
Var Queſtiun, that may reſtrain it 
to Seven Hundred T bouſand Pounds ; 
apy in this I as much conſult the 
ervice of His Majeſty, and the 
"ri and Dignity of the Crown, 
as Thoſe, who are for granting 
the Foads without any Reſtriction. 
(For in my humble 3 the 
Voting a greater Sum than was ſet-.- 
tied ; on His late Majeſty, 18 only 
Voting an Indemnity, is Voting at 
leaſt in Favour of Miniſters, whoſe 
Condi: (as I have already hint- 
ed) it laid before You, and duly 
Examined, would perhaps rather 
deferve Tur Sale than . 


b, at ton. 


bxslpzEs, the. Sager of theſe 
rai anc bes 18 appr opriated. to Lhe 
| Sinking 


4 2x) 
Sinking Fond; and That, I 
thought, had been a Sacred Depo- 
ſitum, reſerved for the gradual Diſ- 
charge of the National Debt. 
I thought it would have been 
look d upon as a Sort of Sacrilege, 
to have diverted the leaſt Part of 
it (on any Pretence whatſoever) 
from its original Uſes ; and it is as 
ſurprizing to me, that The Honou- 
rable Perſon. ſhould be for deſtroy- 
ing His vwn Darling Project; that 
He - ſhould be for pulling down 
| the boaſted Monument of hs Glory, 
as 1t may be to others, that I 
am for ſupporting an) Scheme of 
His, which might have tranſmitted 


- | His Name with Advantage to Po: 
y ſterity. . 


- | Is His Majeſty was rightly ap- 

prized of theſſ 12 He 
| would doubtleſs rather be content 
ſe | with a clear annual Revenue of Se- 
je | ven Hundred Thouſand Pounds, than 
= _ ſuffer 


ſuffer His Firſt Demand of Money, 
(by any precipitate Proof of  - our 
Zeal) to carry the e | 
of being burtheuſome to His People, 

who have long laboured under the 
Preſſure of Gꝛie vous and Exroz= 
bitant Taxes. For He has been 
_ graciouſly pleaſed to fgemfy from 
the Throne, His Fixed Reſolution, 


Buy all poſſible Means 

to merit their Love and 
Aﬀection, which He ſhall 
always look upon as the 
beſt Support and Securi- 
ty of His Crown. 


I WI L L detain You, Sir, no 
longer, but defire You would con- 
clude Tour Queſtion with theſe Words, 


In 


| 7 ) 


In like manner as they 
were granted and conti- 
nued to His late Majeſty, 
which may make up the 
clear yearly Sum of Se- 

| ven Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds. — 
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| Juſt Publiſhed, 


A N Exact Alphabetical LIST 
of the Voters For and Againſt 
the EXCISE. Printed on one 
Side of a large Sheet. Price Sixpence. 


N. B. They may be had ready 
done up on a large Paſteboard, like 
a Sheet Almanack. Price Nine pence. 
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